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HAU KIOU CHOAAN. 
A CHINESE HISTORY, 

BOOK IV. 

C H A P I.* 

VHUET-keU'je when he came home, 
faw to his great fatisfadion his 
daughter grown up to woman's eftate,. 
and highly improved in her beauty^ 
and accomplilhments. He told her^ 
the troubles he had met with had not 
been able to render him unhappy, nei- 
ther was he at all elevated by hi3 pro* 

♦ Chap. XV. In the Tranflat&r's manufcript. 

Vol, IV. B motion^ 
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motion. " My greateft pkafure, faid 
he, is to (ce you again^ and to find you 
in health/' He coocludcd with tel- 
ling her, that at court he had met 
whh a young gentleman, whom he 
had cliofen for his fbn- in-law, one who 
was in every relpeft anfwerable to his 
utmoft wifhes. It .ftruck the young 
lady that this might poflibly be Tkb- 
4bung'U i Ihe therefore anfwered, " Sir, 
you are far advanced in years : it is 
a great while fince the death of my 
siother : you have no child but me : it 
is therefore my duty to fcrve you as long 
as I live: and however undeferving I 
may be> I will never ceafe to attend 
you." The Mandarine ber*father fmi- 
ted and faid, ^^ You muft not periift 
in thefe refolutions, however commend- 
able they may bc». It would be very 

wrong 
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wrong to let flip the opportunity of 
being happily married upon any fuch 
confiderations. If. my adopted fon- in- 
law were not a perfon of fuperior me- 
rit, 1 (hould hardly have made choice 
of hitn : nay if he had the Icaft fault 
in the world, I fhould not have ac^ 
cepted him without having firft con- 
foltcd you. But he is a youth of finfi 
underflanding, and of (potlefe integrity : 
he is deficient in no one valuable ac- 
complifhment. • I found him in all re* 
fpefts fo unexceptionable, that I did mJt 
think it neccflary to apply to you firft 
for your confenL'* The young lady, 
who by this defcription was confirm- 
-ed in her opinion, tiiat it muft be 
the fon of the Mandarine Tieh-ying^ 
imade anfwer, that indeed nothing 
B 2 could 
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could be objedted to fuch a perfon as 
he had defcribed : •• But who knows, 
added (he, whether there may not be 
other objeftions to the marriage- con- 
traft? whether it may be lawful — ?" 
Thefe words made the Lord Prefident 
recall to mind thofe of the young gen; 
tleman, infomuch that he could not 
help remarking their refemblance : 
he therefore faid, " Do you know 
the perfon of whom I fpeak ; it is the 
fon of the Supreme Viceroy." " Sir, 
flie replied, had it been any one elfe, 
I would never have confented : and 
as it is he, he never will agree to any 
fuch marriage." ; " Why not ?" faid 
her father. She anfwered, " Becaufe it 
would be to break through all the 
regards due to that [honourable en- 
gagement. 
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gagement, and to violate its moft 
folemn rites. J Shuey keuye was fur- 
prized at thefe words : " This youth, 
faid he, is of no ill defcent; but 
pure and untainted as yourfelf : why 
then do you talk of any violation that 
would accrue to the rites of marriage ?** 
With that Shuey-ping-Jin related to 
him all that happened during his ab- 
fence. " And now, added (he, after 
all this, how can fuch an alliance 
take place without intailing e^^e^laft- 
ing fiiame and difgrace on us both?*' 
When he had heard this relation, 
her father was charmed with her de- 
licacy and nice fcnfe of honour : " If -^ 
this be true, faid he to himfelf, my. 
daughter hath not her equal among 
women, any more than Tieh chung-u is to 
B 3 be 
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be matched among men/* "Daughter, 
faid he aloud, I am glad to fee you 
keep fo clofely to the paths of virtue : 
there is none but you fit to be paired 
with fo good and virtuous a youth 
as I have chofen. Heaven feems to 
have created you both for each other : 
this marriage was ordained to take 
pJace between you. I have engaged 
to fee it performed : you muft not 
therefore think any thing wrong or 
amifs in it.'* 

Such were the refolutions of the fa- 
ther of Sbuey-ping'/m^ whom we (hail 
leave at prcfent, to inquire after Kwo» 
kbe-tzuy [her unfuccefsful admirer.] 

When Ckun^kci returned [as we have 

fjcn] 
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fcen] without fuccefs, nothing couW 
equal that youth's difeppointmcnt ; yet 
his friend exhorted him not to be caft 
down : *' Your father, /aid he, hatlv 
petitioned the Emperor againft Shuey* 
keuye^ and againfl: an officer efpoufed 
by him ; who will both be fentenced to. 
lofe their heads.** Kwo-khe-tzu liftencd 
%o this account with pleafure, and they 
continued to indulge themfelves in the 
hope of being revenged for the flight 
put upon them, when at length * the 

newi 

♦ The Chinefe author is guilty of a great in- 
conri{len<:y in this place : he had told us in the 
preceding book [pag. 150.] that it was fix 
months Xxom Hu hiau*s reprieve, to his victori- 
ous return : here he fpeaks of tliem both, as 
happening fo near together, that the fame mef- 
fenger that came to tell of the one, brought 
news of the other. — The above paffage ia the 
jTranflator's MS. runs thus. 
. ** While they were talking, there came in n 
i B 4 ** fervant 
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news arrived that Sbuey-keu-yi was re- 
called from exile, and promoted to a 
higher office ; and all by the interpofal 
oi^ieh'cbung'U\ in return for which he 
had engaged to give him his daugh- 
ter in marriage. The report fo affeded 
Kwo'kbetzuy that he raved and ftamp- 
ed like a madman, and at lad fwooned 
away« By the affiftance of the people, 
who came to his relief, he at length re- 



V fcrvantfrom abroad: they inquired what newi 
** he had brought from court. He replied. No 
** good news for you. Sir. Why fo, faid his 
*• niafttr ? Becaufe, anfwered the meiTcnger, 
" Tieh-chung'U having got a reprieve for Hu- 
*' hiau by offering hiniielf fecurity for him, 
•• [that general] is returned with fuccefs, &c : 
•• and both he and Shuty-keu-ye are preferred, 
'* and the latter hath given his daughter in 
*' marriage to Tieh-chung-u.^* 

The Editor hath endeavoured to remove this 
inconfidcncy. as much as he could without de> 
parting too much from the original. 

covered^ 
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covered, and retiring with Cbun-kei^ 
faid, *' How indefatigable ha^e I been I 
what fteps have I taken? what ex-^ 
pence have I been at ? and what per- 
plexity have I fufFered ? and at length 
Tieh'Chung'U without any pairfs at all 
hath carried ofF the prize. But, if I 
die for it, I will prevent the ceremony 
from being compleated. Come, faid 
he to his friend you muft fet your wits 
at work for me.'* " Alas ! replied 
the other, when (he was lone and friend- 
lefs all our attempts proved ineffec- 
tual : her father is now advanced in 
dignity, and will quickly be at home •, 
what likelyhood then is there now of 
fuccefs ?" " Well, faid the youth, I 
can now have no hopes of fucceeding 
(nyfeif : I (hall be fu(Eciently fatisfied, 

if 
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if I can but prevent and diiappoint the 
other." " We know very well, replied 
his friend, the nice and fcrupulous tem- 
per of her father, and his advancement 
will render him dill more jealous of the 
reputation of bis family ; let us apply to 
ibme of his acquaintance, and get them 
Co inform him of the fecret correfpon- 
dence between Tieb^cbung-u and his 
daughter : if he hears of this he will 
certainly break off the marriage. But 
if he ihould difregard it, we then 
will get your father to apply to the 
Ko'iau or Public Cenfor * : whofe com- 
plaint 

* The Ko'tau is a great Mandarine who re- 
lates to the Emperor whatever he hearb amift 
of any of the Mandarines : he alfo tclh the Em- 
Mror boldly of any error he is guilty of him- 
fclf. ^ Tranf. 

Or rather the officer here intended is the IVe- 

fid'jnt 
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plaint againft him m\\ caufe the Em^ 
peror to take away his employment, 
and let. afide their nuptials.** Kwff^ 
kbe-tzu thought this a well-concerted 
fcheme : and faid, " To-morrow I will 
endeavour to make this matter as pub- 
lic as I can among all the Mandarine^ 
of the city.** " By no means, faid his 

friend. 



£dent of i Tribunal of Cenfors^ who& bufinefii 
it is (not unlike that among the Romans) to 
watch over the public manners, fparing neither 
£mperor nor Mandarines.-— In the difcharge of 
this ollice, they often (hew furpcizing courage 
and perfeverance : fome of them have perfiiled 
for two years together in accufing a Viceroy fup>- 
ported by all the grandees ; and without being 
dilcouraged by delays or oppofition, have at 
jength compelled the court to degrade him^ ta 
avoid incurring the public odium. 

The manner of their proceedings is to frame a 
memorial and prefent it to the Emperor, of which 
they afterwards difperfe copies through all the 
provinces. As foon as this memorial is publifh- 
^d^ the perfon accufed is generally obliged to da 
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friend, for the Che-foo and Che-bien know 
the whole truth of the affair, and can 
contradift fuch a report : befides they will 
now be difpofed to folicit the favour of 
Sbuey-keu-ycy who will be upon the fpot. 
Let us rather defer it till there come 
two new magiftrates, for the prcfent will 
Toon go to court to folicit farther pre- 

fwo things : the firft is to give in a memorial, 
not in bis own defence, but containing an hum- 
ble acknowledemcnt of his error : the fecond is 
to retire from his Tribanal, and to fufpend all 
public execation of his office, till the Emperor 
hath anfwered his petition either by acquitting 
or condemning him. 

Any excefs in private buildings, any Irregu- 
larity of manners, any innovation or contempt 
of ancient cufloms, falls immediately under their 
cognizance. And as in China a parent is re- 
fponfible for his children, it wouM have been 
a capital crime in Sbuey-keu-ye to have reward- 
ed his daughter's incontinence by letting her 
marry her gallant. 

See P. Semedo, p. 126. P. Du Halde, vol. i. 

pag. 70. P. Mag. p. 227. Lettres Cviif. 

xiii. p. 567. 

ferment.'' 
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ferment." " Well, faid the other, but 
although two new Mandarines ihould 
arrive, they will inquire into the truth 
of fuch a report, and the people of 
iheir audience will be able to fet them 
right." " If we confider every ob- 
jedtion, and are difcouraged by it, re- 
plied Cbun-kee^ we had better defift 
and give up the affair. However I 
now recoiled: a more effeftual means 
than any we have thought of: when 
I was at court, I obferved a very great 
intimacy between your father, and T^ain 
quay, the great Mandarine who was 
fo dilgraced by your adverfary "Tieb- 
cbung'U. The wife of this noble- man 
was newly dead, and he was looking 
out for a young and handfome woman 
to fucceed her. Difpatch a letter there- 
fore 
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fore to your father, and defire him to 
recommend Sbtuy-pifig-Jn to him ; for 
although ^ieb'cbufig'U hath made pro- 
pofals of marriage, it is not conclu- 
ded. Thus your father will at once 
oblige his friend, by helping him to 
a young and handfome wife, and you 
will be revenged on your adverfary ; 
whofe reputation will alfo fuffer by 
the difappointmcnt : at the fame time 
the whole affair will be Conduced with- 
out difturbance or danger." " There is 
one difficulty attends this method, faid 
the youth: ^ab-quay*s confinement is 
not yet expired, and no body is permit- 
ted to converfe with him openly: fo 
that my father can only vifit him in 
fecret, and therefore cannot affift him 
fo much as he would, notwithftanding 

bis 
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hii power/' " This i$ very true, faid 
Cbufhkei^ [and will fbmewhat retard 
(he attempt,} but I have ftill another 
refource, which b not liable to the 
fame obje^ion. Your father hath alia 
contraded a €lofe intimacy with one 
of the great Eunuchs of the palace > 
one of whom the whole court (lands in 
awe, as being about the Emperor's per- 
ibn, and having his ear. This gemle- 
man, who is called * Chou-thay-kien of 
the Eunueb of danger^ hath a niece who 
is very ugly, and not yet married. 
Get your father to recommend Tielh 
cbung'U as a fit hufband for her; he will 
not dare to reje(St the offers of fo power- 
ful a courtier as her uncle. Now whei> 

• Chou or ChoiAj fignifies danger ^ and thay-kien 
« Kttnuih, Iranf, 

he 
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he is ^ once married to the Eunuch's 
niece, undoubtedly fo great a Man- 
darine as the Lord Prcfidentof Arms, 
wil] never give bim his only daugh- 
ter for a fecohd wife or concubine/* 
KwO'kbc'tzu was fo pleafed with this 
advice, that he refolved to write to his 
father immediately : *' But this affair, 
faid he, is of too much moment to be 
intruded to a common fervant; ftiall 
I once mor^ intreat you to embark 
in it ?'* His friend readily affented :. 
and being furnifhed with money and 
other neceflaries once more fet out for 
the court. 

[While thefc plots were contriving,] 
^ieb'Chung'U lived retired in his coun- 
try houfe : where he purfued his ftu- 

dies 
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dies with fuch application and fuccefs^. 
that at the time of the examination of 
ftudents, he was adrtiitted to the degree 
QiKiii'jin^ or Licentiate * : this happen- 
ed in autumn, when the examination is 
made through all the provinces. And 
foon after when the [fecond] examina- 
tion was held at court he offered him- 
ielf again, and appeared to fuch advan- 
tage that he was created Doftor of 
Law, and put foremoft on the lift. 
He was foon after made one of the firft 
doftors of the empire, being chofen 
into the royal college or Han-lin f, 
and appointed by the Emperor to be 
one of the tutors to his fon. He had 
now attained his twenty fecond year *, 

and 

* Sec note, vol. 1. pag. 8. &c. 
t See note, vol. 3. pag. 75. &c. 

• This may fcem inconfiftcnt witb. wIviX.Vi'aski 
Vol.. IV. C ^^^^^ 



18 HAU KIOU CHOAAN. 

and his father and mother only waited 
for Shuey-keu-ye's return to court, in 
order to compleat the marriage, which 
they refolved the nice fcruples of their 
ion fhould not let afide. 

CHAP. 



been formerly faid, of the flow progrefs of the 
Chivefe in their ftudies ; and of the length of 
time required for them to pafs through their 
feveral degrees. Sec <vol. 2. fa^, 86. 98. l^c. 

But it flioold be obferved. that there may be ex- 
ceptions to this general rule in favour of extra* 
ordinary Genius, or uncommon afliduity. — P. 
Parrentn tells u«, that he has known inftancei 
of young men that have been made not only 
Doftors, but Han-lin [or members of the royal 
college,] before they were twenty years of age. 
ii->£ut thefe were extraordinary inftances : and the 
promotion of thefe young Dodors was owing 
not only to the force of genius, and the advantage 
cf a happy memory, but in part to the great 
care and expence their parents had beftowed on 
their education. ** I knew, faith he, the father 
^)f one of thefe young men, who was not only 
d Doctor himfelf, but had always at his table 
three other Dodors, tQ whom he allowed hand- 
fome falaries for taking care of his fon. The 
one of thefe taught their pupil to compofe in 
proit acd veife: tho oth^ to form ciir<oas cha- 
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CHAP. 11. 

TH E year was now elapfcd which 
Shuey-ke^rye had been allowed tQ 
fjitend in retireraent : when theEmperpir 
iflupd out an order for his return to 
court: upon the firft notice of which 
the M^darine ^iehryifig wrote a letter, 
«>;iatreac him to bring the young lady 
aippg with \iivsi. Upon the receipt of 



raOert : the tMrd inllru£le4 him in hiftory ahd 
politics. Ihus by way of conveHation they in- 
filled into his mind aqd; )|eait the knowledge 
of the laws, the principles of morality, the vir- 
tues of the great Emperors, and the examples 
of a rare fidelity towards the prince, which hath 
rendered certain families illuftrious : and as the 
young man had a lively and apt fpirit, he qaickly 
became as learned as his mailers." 

See P. P4rrr«/Vj letter, dated Aug. 1 1. 1730. 
in Lettresedif, xxi. 104. 

C 2 this^ 
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this, he told his daughter, that as fhe 
tvas now grown up to woman's eftate, 
he intended fhe fhould accompany him 
to the court. Sbuey-png-fin teftified hef 
compliance : " To what purpofe, faid 
flie, am I your daughter ? I might as 
Well not have been born to you, if I 
mud remain always at a diftance. It 
is very fitting I Ihould attend you : but 
then I muft humbly intreat one fa- 
vour.'* He alked what it was. She 
replied, " If at court any offers fhould 
be made about the completion of the 
marriage with THeh-chung-u^ that you 
will be pleafed not to confent to it.'* 
The old Mandarine fmiled at her re- 
qucfl, and afTured her that he would 
do nothing that ihould be prejudicial 
cither to her happincfs or fame. He 
' 3 then 
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(hen aflced her, to ^hom he ibould 
devolve the care of his houfe and ef- 
fefts. She propofed her uncle as the 
propereft perfon to have diredion with* 
out doors, but recommended him to 
leave the government within to the 
care of Sluey-yeo^g. He followed her 
advice, and haying made fuitable pre- 
parations departed for Pe-king^ where 
in little more than a month he arrived. 

As foon as he had performed his 
firfl: duty in waiting on the Emperor, 
^11 the great officers came to vifit him, 
and among the reft the Mandarine 
Tteb-ying: who afterwards fent his fon 
to pay him the fame compliment. AK 
though the young Mandarine T*ieb in 
the vifiting billet which he had dif* 
..J C 3 patched 
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patched before him, called himfclf only 
couJtHj and not fon-in-law^^ as he fhould 
have done, Shuey-keu-ye attributed it 
to his modefty, and admitted his vifit. 
The old gentleman was mightily plea-* 
fed to fee him become a great Man- 
darine, and grown a very perfonable 
man^ which made him think him 
the more fuitable match for his daugh* 
ter, efteeming them both only born 
for each other. " Let this young and 
fcrupulous pair, (faid he to himlelf,) 

♦ That is, he was become fat and jolly. — — * 
•* The Chinefe, fays P, Le Compte, differ from us in 
their idea of beauty and comeiincfs. — 'I'hey re- 
quire a man to be large, corpulent and burly : to 
have a large forehead, little flat eyes, a (hort nofe, 
cars rather of the largeft, a little mouth, a long 
beard and black hairs. A man according to 
them is well made, when he (ills his eafy chair, 
and by his gravity and bulk, makes a large and 
pompous figure." 

Memoirs, tvm. i. pag. 151. 

objed 
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objeft never fo mueh to the marriage, 
wc old folks will over-rule them, and 
make them happy ii) fpitc of them-» 
fclves/* 

After fome converfation Tieb-cbung-u 
took his leave and retired. As foon 
as hfc was gone, the fecretary belong- 
ing to Sbuey-keu-yi's tribunal came in 
and faid, " Sir, I have a relation, 
who is fervant to the Mandarine ^ab^ 
quay\ he hath been here to tell mc 
that, as his mafter is confined, he could 
not vifit your Lordlhip, neither could 
he fend a billet of compliments in 
due form, but he notwithftanding pre- 
fems his fervices and wi(hes of good 
health : he told me farther, that ^ab- 
quay having loft his wife, is very de- 
C 4 firous 
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firous to marry again; and hearing 
that you have brought the young lady 
your daughter with you to court, he 
intends to get the Mandarine Kwo-fior 
fu to come in his behalf, and conclude 
a marriage-contraft for her/* " Well ! 
faid Sbuey-keu-ySy and what anfwer did 
you make to Tab-quafs fervant?'* " I 
told him, faid the other, that (he had 
been long engaged to the Mandarine 
Tieb-cbung'U. Upon which he inquired 
when the marriage was to be conclu-r 
ded \ but I was not able to inform him. 
Of this our difcourfe, I thought it my 
duty to inform your Lordfhip.'* The 
Mandarine ordered him, if any one 
fhould hereafter queftion him on that 
fubjeft, to tell tfiem that the nuptials 
would be celebrated within the fpace 

of 
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oftwodiys. " This Mandarine, fai4 
Sbuey-keuye to himfelf, is a perfon of 
very ill charader, his propofals are 
only meant to give us difturbance. . But 
fhould he apply to the Emperor |>im-j 
felf, there will be nothing to fea.r,. as 
my daughter is already difpofed of: 
however it is better to have the ipar^ 
riage completed to prevent the worft 
fhat may happen." He then went to 
his daughter's apartment, and told he^ 
ihe mud not think it unreafonable^ 
that he renewed the fubjeft of her 
union with Tieb-chung-Uy for that it was 
neceflary it (hould take place immedi- 
diately. Then he related to her atl 
that his fecretary had told him : " Now, 
faid he, if we do not haften the com- 
pletion of your marriage, this T'ab- 
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quay may perhaps involve us in a great 
deal of trouble/* It inftantly occur- 
red to the young lady, that Kwo-khe- 
tzu or his father were at the bottom 
€^ this bufinefs. She communicated 
her conjedures to her father, " And 
yet, added - (he, if Tab-quay fliould 
perfift in giving us difturbance, upon 
proper application to his Majefty it 
may perhaps involve him in frelh 
difgrace, and be a means of renew- 
ing his former puniftiment.** " The 
wifeft courfe, faid Shuey keu-ye^ is not 
to oppole an enemy, but to avoid 
him. If we conclude this marriage 
out of hand, his dcfign will be de- 
feated."— Before his daughter could 
reply, there came in a fervant, to tell 
him that the Supreme Viceroy had 

fent 
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fent his fcrvice, and begged he would 
favour him with his company at his 
houfe, for that he had urgent bufinefs 
to communicate to him. " This is 
a good opportunity, faid Shuey-keu-ye ; 
I had thoughts myfelf of going thi- 
ther. I will therefore lay all ceremony 
afide. Let my horfe be got ready." 
He accordingly went as faft as he 
could. 

As foon as he alighted, the Man- 
darine Tieh-yirtg took him by the hand, 
and led him into the hall : " This 
morning, faid he, as I was coming 
from court, I met the Eunuch Ciou^ 
thay-kien -, who making me a very low 
bow, faid, he begged a favour which 
he hoped I would not refufc him: 

^ that 
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that he had a niece whom he fhould 
be glad to have married to my ions 
I told him it could not be, for he was 
already eilgaged/' He replied, " What 
though he is engaged to Sbuey-ping-ftn., 
St fignifies little, as the marriage is 
not yet completed.'* Thefe Euituchs, 
added the Mandarine Tkb^ are faucy^ 
impertinent rafcals, and prefume upon 
the great employments they fill : there- 
fore to be plagued no more on this 
fijbjtft, I have feat to your Lord/hip 
that we may get the wedding con- 
cUided as foon as poffible. . *' What^ 
faid Shuey-keu-ycy have you then met 
with this trouble i Such another ap- 
plication hath been this day made to 
mylcU." Upon which he related all 
riiat his lecr;:tary iad told him. *' Now, 

fiid 
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&id he, this being the cafe, et us put an 
end to the affair. When the marriage 
Ceremony is once over, even his Ma- 
jelly's order will not be ©f force tc 
fet it afide. Nay let it be concluded 
this very day : and yet my- daughter 
will hardly be prevailed with ; flie ar-^i 
gues againfl: breaking the laws, of de- 
cency and cuftom," **My fon, faid 
the other, talks in the lame ftrain." 
" After all, faid Skue^f-keu-ye^ I believe: 
they fecretly love each other: we muflr 
not therefore regard their objedions,* 
but exert our paternal authority/' 
" True, faid the Mandarine TifVi ; and 
yet if thefc impertinent applications had 
not been made to us, we might have 
indulged them with longer time: but 
as it is, there is not an hpur to be 

loft: 
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loft: I believe they would hardly be 
brought to give up each other, and 
therefore will now comply with our 
defires/* Here they parted* 

The Mandarine ^ieb-ying inftantly 
ient for his Ton, and related to him all 
that happened both to the Prefident of 
Arms and to himfelf. *' Now, (aid he, 
this being the cafe, if you don't con- 
fent to marry the young lady, you 
will caufe a great deal of trouble both 
to her and yourfclf ; which there arc 
no other means to prevent or avoid/* 
" Sir, replied his fon, whatever you 
command, 'tis my duty to obey you. 
I am only concerned at the haftinels 
of the proceedings. As to the Eu- 
nuch's application, it is certainly the 

contrivance 
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tontrivaiKe of Kw^^fixhfu: but what 
fignifies his propofipg his niece to 
iTie? he will but lofe his labour/* 
•* Well, faid his father, although you 
can fo eafily refift this attack your- 
felf, you mufl: give the young lady 
fome affiftance in her difficulty /* ** Sir, 
faid the youth, be pleafed then to 
acquaint the Mandarine her father to 
give it out that we are married, 
This will flop the mouths of thefe 
people, and refcue us from their im- 
pertinence : at the fame time, we may 
within doors remain fingle 'till a more 
favourable junfture," The Manda- 
rine Tieb approved very well of his 
fon's difcourfe: and did not infift 
upon his further compliance. ** Pro- 
vided, 
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vicfed, faid be, you can but fatisfy* 
the world that you are married, you 
/hay ad in private as you pleafe." 
Then he commiffioned proper people 
to chufe out a fortunate day for the 
celebration of their nuptials. 

CHAP. III. 

EARLY on the morrow the Manda- 
rine Sbuey-keu-yi fent a letter to the 
Supreme Viceroy, which he opened, 
and read to the following efFcd. " Af- 
•~« ter I had talked with your Lordfliip 
" yefterday, I went home and propo- 
" fed to my daughter the completion 
** of the marriage ; wliich fhe could by 
*' no means be brought to confent to: 

" however. 
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*' however, after a great many argu- 
" ments, at length Ihe yielded that 
" it (houU be reported abroad (lie 
** was married to your fbn ; on con- 
'* dition that at home fhe Ihould ftill 
** continue in her preftnt ftate. I have 
" therefore fent to confult your Lord- 
" Ihip, whether you think this will be 
• *' fufficient." 

The Mandarine 'Tieh-yiJig was high- 
ly pleafed with the letter: but could 
not help thinking it very extraordi- 
nary that this young couple (hould 
both adopt the fame opinions. *' Cer- 
tainly, faid he Heaven hath defigned 
this pair for each other : there is a 
wonderful fimiHtude in their fortunes. 

Vol. IV. D manners 
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manners and fentiments. Bui yet, he 
added, if they do not live under the 
fame roof, it will foon be difcovered 

" that they arc not married : I will there- 
fore fend my fon to refide in the houfe 
oi Sbuey-keuye \ and then whether they 
are married or not, their true fituation 
will not be known abroad." He ac- 
cordingly fcnt to alk the other's opi- 
nion concerning this propofal : who 
intirely approved of it. They foon after 
vifited each other, and chufing a for- 

. tunate day celebrated the marriage ; 
at which a great number of Manda- 
rines afliftcd with the higheft fplen- 
dour and magnificence. Tieb-chung-u 
went in ftate to the houfe of the bride, 
accompanied by his father and the other 

Man- 
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Mandarines. When he arrived at the 
door, the Lord Prcfident came out ia 
perfon to receive him : and after the 
ufual ceremonies were over, there was 
a great entertainment prepared fo» the 
guefts. The bridegroom however left 
them, and was led into the inner apart*- 
ments. 

As it was now evening, the rooms 
were lighted up with greateft fplendor: 
and as foon as he was come into the fe- 
cond hall, Shuey ping-fm entered alfo^ 
followed by a long train of female 
attendants. She received him with 
the fame eafy chearfulnefs, as (he 
would have received a friend : (he 
betrayjed no particular emotion or 
D 2 gefture. 
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gcfturc, but accofted him with a de- 
cent and becoming freedom. " Sir^ 
faid flie, I am ever fenfible of the for- 
mer benefits I received at your hands : 
and was my life to be laid down in 
your behalf, it would not difcharge 
the debt I owe you. By my father's 
order I have the good fortune to meet 
with you here this day ; which af- 
fords me an opportunity of returning 
you thanks for the fervices you have done 
me." Then making a deep court'fy 
ibe prefented him with a feat ^ieb- 
bung'U feeing the graceful eafe with 
which (he accofted him, and the beauty 
of her perfon fet off with the richnefs 
and cxadnefs of her drefs, thought her 
faandfomer than Ihe had even appeared 

to 
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to him at their firft encounter : he was 
fo ravilhed with the fight of her, that 
he thought (he could be nothing left 
than an angel from heaven. When 
he had recovered his furprize, he re- 
plied, '* Madam, the benefit I hav^ 
received at your hands is fo grea? 
that I want words to exprefs it: A 
deep fenfe of it is however engraved 
in my heart, and is the fubjeft of my 
daily thoughts and nightly dreams. By 
your father's permiflion, I have the 
good fortune to meet with you here 
this day, to pay .you my acknowledg 
ments.** This faid, he faluted her with 
great refpeft. Then a carpet was fpread, 
and they both together performed the 
ufuil ceremony of bowing their heads 
down to the ground. After which 
D 3 they 
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they fat down and drank tea. Then 
retiring to two different tables they 
drank three cups of wine to each other. 

Afterwards Tieb cbung u thus ad- 
drefled the young lady, •• Madam, I 
am io much obliged to you for all 
your favours, efpecially for the good 
inftruftions you gave me, that 1 (hall 
ever retain them in my memory. It 
is owing to you that I am arrived to 
the great honours conferred upon me. 
If I had not had the happinefs of 
meeting with you, I fliould very like- 
ly have been ftill a wanderer." " Your 
prefcnt advancement, faid the young 
lady, was not owing to any thing 
I could fay ; which was but trifling. 
A mere child might by chance point 
3 out 
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out the way to thofe that had loft it. 
The fource of your reputation was your 
rcdrefling the injury of the young lady, 
who had been forced away ; and your 
appearing in behalf of the General HH- 
hiau : thefe were aftions fo brave, that 
none bcfide yourfelf were equal to 
them. You alfo got my father refto- 
red to the Emperor's favour : a bene- 
fit that can be never repaid. How hap^ 
py am I then, that I can now offer you 
my fervice ! But, Sir, permit me to pro- 
pofe one word or two. When I invited 
you to my houfc in order to attend 
you in your illnefs, Heaven knows we 
were void of all bad intentions; but 
the malignity of the world led them 
to fpeak very ill of us abroad : and 
(hall we now for the fake of a few days 
D 4 of 
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of mirth and pleafure, obfcure the re- 
maining part of our lives ? In my 
opinion it would be much better ta 
ftay, and fee this cloud pafs over 
before we conclude the marriage far- 
thcr. Thefe are my fen:iments, and 
I fhould be very glad if yours were 
the fame.'* Tieh-chung-u hearing this, 
made her a very iow bow, and told 
her, he highly approved of her opi- 
nion; which he had as much wilh- 
ed her to adopt, as a ftiower of rain 
is defired in a time of drought. " It 
is true, faid he, the commands of our 
parents would be fufTicitnt to warrant 
our completing the marriage: but as 
it would caufe a deal of rcflcdtion, 
I am intirely of your opinion that 
it v;ill be better to wait a little while 

longer." 
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longer." ** Our parents* impatience, 
faid the young lady, proceeds from the 
impertinence of Tah-quay and the Eu- 
nuch : [but your regard for decency 
and good order mtrits my regard, and 
greatly heightens my opinion of you."J 
" The people you mention, anfwered 
h?, know nothing about us; and are 
unacquainted with our affairs : they arc 
incited to trouble us by Kwo-Jho-fu; 
but when they fie the ftep we have 
taken, thi-ir mouths will be flopped, 
and they can proceed no farther.'* 
" And yet, faid Sbuey -ping-Jin^ they may 
ftill fhew their fpite by raifing ill and 
calumnious reports of us. Upon all 
thefe accounts it is bed to forbear a 
while." " For my part, faid Tieh- 
chung'U^ when I came ill into your houfe, 

I thought 
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1 thought none knew of it but four, 
namely, * Heaven and Earth, you and 

myfelf/^ 



* It is ufoal with the Cbineft to fpeak of ^be 
Ilea'ven and The Earth, as intelligent beings, 
or divinities. Thos in their books it is faid« 
*• Heaven hears and fees every thing." [P. Du 
Halde, i;. I./. 407. «.J And in their imperial 
cdifts, ** The protedion of \Jientf\ the Hea- 
*ven and the Earth, which comes from on high/' 
\lbid. p. 528.] Bat the Je/uUes alledge that 
thefe arc only phrafes to fignify the Deity, the 
Sovereign Lord of Heaven and Earth. 

It is very remarkable that the Cbinefe have 
no particular term in all their language that ex- 
preisly denotes the Supreme Being, or an- 
ewers to our word GOD» Hence they have been 
branded with the charadcr of profefied athei^. 
But whatever their Literati may be at prefcnt, 
it is certain that the Cbinefe have had fr jm the 
earlicd antiquity various forms of exprelTion, 
and a multitude of religious rites, which prove 
their belief of a Divine Providence. \Sec noie^ 
vol. I, p. 155. 

Among the other buildings confecrated to 
rcligiou: woi(hip, there arc at Peking two very 
fupcrb ones 1 he one is called Tier. -Tang, or 
The '! cmple of Heaven ; the other Ti-tang, or 
The ! cmpIc of the Eanb. To thcJe the Em- 

puror 
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myfelf." "Well, faid Ihe, if Heaven 
hath decreed any thing, it will perfed it. 

peror goes every year in great ftate, and with 
his own hffnds offers facrifice to The Hea^uent 
and to 7>7e Earthy at which times he lays afide 
his robes, and appears in a plain veftment of 
black, orfky-coloured damafk. This is an office 
fo eli'ential to his dignity, that for any one elfe to 
perform it, would be at once to afpire to the 
throne. 

1 he Emperor's facrifice to the Earth is attend- 
ed with a ceremony, which deferves particular 
notice. On a certain day in the fpring he appears 
in the character of a hufbandman, and with two 
oxen who have their horns gilt, and with a plough 
finely varnifhed, &c, he ploughs up feveral fur- 
rows, and afterwards fows them with his own 
hand: his principal Lords afterwards do the 
like, 'till they have tilled the whole fpot fet 
apart for that purpofe : P. Magalhaens tells us, 
that at the fame time the Emprefs with her ladies 
dreffes him a homely dinner, which they after- 
wards eat together, Jrc. 

This ceremony hath been obferved from time 
immemorial in order to encourage agriculture, 
the profeffion of which is deemed very honour- 
able in China, and there are annual rewardt 
propofed to fuch as excell in it. 

See P. Du Halde, vol. i, pag. 275. 65o. 
P. Magal. ch. 21. Martin. Hilt p. il. &c» 

Our 
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Our parents' commands would juftify 
our union in the eye of the world : but 
as there is this fccret reafon for our 
forbearance, we muil only feign to be 
hufband and wife : this may pafs with 
the public, 'till the difficulty is re- 
moved that prevents us from being 
fuch in reality/* The young Man- 
darine was charmed with her dilcretion, 
and faid, " Your ingenious reafoning 
informs my mind, at the fame time 
that it ftrcngthens my refulutions in 



virtue *.*' 



Thus they held converfation on their 
prcfent circumftanccs, and on the great 
regard that ought to be paid to honour 



• In the Tranfl;itor's M.S it is, *• Strengthens 
"** my regard to the great law of nature.'* 

and 
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and virtue : they alfo related the various 
paflages that had happened, as well 
through the perfecution of Kwo-kbi- 
tzu, as through the plots of him and 
his father. They were very pleafant 
and chearful : and having drunk 
juft enough to put them in mind 
to have the tables removed, they rofe 
up, and retired into two feparate cham- 
bers. So that their marriage was no 
otherwife completed than as to the 
outward appearance, and belief of it. 

What happened in confequence of 
thefe meafures will be found in the fol- 
lowing chapter, 

C II A P. 
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CHAP. IV. * 

<T*IE H'cbung-u^ although he had not 
completed his marriage with Sbuey- 
png'fin^ was notwithftanding greatly 
in love with her ; and that as well for 
her wit and good fenfe, as for the 
beauty and gracefulnefs of her perfon. 
He was fo charmed with her converla- 
tion that he could not endure to ftir 
abroad \ which being related to their 
refpedive parents, they were extreme- 
ly well pleafed. 

Let us leave them thus enamoured 
of each other, and return to Tab quay 
and the Eunuch Chou. 
* Chap. XVI. In the Tranflator's manufcript. 

Thefc 
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Thcfe two perfons, who had been 
encouraged by Kwo-Jho-Ju to make 
the propofals abovccnentioned, hearing 
now of the marriage that had taken 
place between the young couple, were 
inclined to delift ; and lent to inform 
that Mandarine of their refolutions. 
He was very much chagrined, and dif- 
appointed at the news, and refolved 
to fend fome of his fervants to the 
houfe of the young lady to liflen and 
fpy out what was tranfading: he did 
the fame to the houfe of the Supreme 
Viceroy. The firft information he re- 
ceived was, that the young Mandarine 
Tieb'cbung'U had not brought the bride 
home to his houfe, but had gone to 
refide with her at her father's. Soon 
after it was told him, that although 

they 
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they were married, they ftill continued 
in feparate apartments. He afterwards 
learnt, that the bridegroom was fo ena- 
moured of his lady, that he had not 
ftirrcd from her for two or three 
days. Thefe different accounts fome- 
what puzzled K'^o-fljo-fu : their beha- 
viour was finguLr and myttcrious, fo 
that he imagined there was foniething 
more than ordinary at the bottom. Ac 
length fiom their living in feparate 
apartments, he concluded that the mat- 
ter was neither more nor Ids than this, 
that the marriage was only a feint, in 
order to avoid the propofals of Teh- 
quay and the Eunuch Chcu. " Well, 
faid he, if they have not yet cohabited, 
'tis dill poffibie to feparate them, and 

fpoil their marriage. Tab-quay muft 

be 
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be informed of this, and encouraged to 
renew his application : but then her 
friends will refufe him under pretence 
of this marriage, and as ihe feldom 
ftirs out, he will find no opportunity 
to carry her away. Before he takes 
any ftep of this kind, it will be better 
to fct ChoU'tbay-kien at work: I will 
go and perfuade that Eunuch to intice 
this ^ieh into his houfe 5 and when he 
has him there to compel him at oncfi 
to marry his niece.'* 

Full of thefe defigns he hafted to 
the houfe of Cbou^thay-kien^ to whom 
he related as well the information he 
had picked up, as the meafures which 
he thought neceflary to be taken. The 
Eunuch thought thecn prafticable^ and 

Vol, IV. E pro- 
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promifed to give him notice, as fooit 
as he had entijccd the youth to his 
houfe: defiring him in that cafe to 
come to him immediately. Kwo-Jho-fii 
\v^as pleafed to fee him fo readily adopt 
his defign, and promifed nothing fhould 
delay or prevent his coming. Thca 
taking his leave he went home, im- 
patiently waiting till he Ihould be fent 
for. 

^ieb'chung'ttj on account of his prc^ 
tended marriage had obtained leave 
of the Emperor to abfent himfelf tea 
days from court. Thcfe were expired, 
and he muft now return : Sbuey-ping-Jtrt^ 
whofc judgment and penetration were 
admirable, feeing him about to go, 
bid to him as follows^ '* Kwo-Jbo-Ju 
4 having 
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having laid a plot with a viewto get 
us both difpofed of, the one to fak* 
quay, and the other to the niece of 
the Eunuch Ckoui^ bath hitherta been 
difappointed : it i» nQt howevef tp b? 
fuppofed thai he wiW give u% up jS^ 
caliiy : he wili ftjll feefc fomc wpy t^ 
embroil, us. With regfwrd tpr fak- 
quay^ 35. he 1$ not vritbin the pFe- 
cinds of ihe palace, he would b$ 
liable to reproof from fuperior tri- 
bunals fhould h^ do any thing amifs^: 
and therefore I apprehend nothing 
from hio). But thi3 Eunuch, who 
is a domeftic fervant of tbQ Exnp*? 
ror's, prefuming upon his favour, and 
knowing his mincjf regards nothing 
but bi§ own inclinations. If therer 
fore you go to court, be fure b* 
E 2 upon 
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upon your guard againft his attempts.*^ 
*' You argue rightly, faid ^ieh-cbung-Ui 
and talk with your ufual judgment 
and difcretion. But this Eunuch h 
of a mean, low caft: what can he 
do? what is there to be feared from 
him?" She replied, *^ Such perfona 
it is true are delpicable, and not to 
foe feared: but at prefent as things 
are circumilanced, and as he hath 
got the ear of his Majefty, it would 
not be amifs to be upon your guard." 
The young Mandarine agreed it would 
be proper; then taking his leave of 
her went to the palace. 

As he was thence returning home, 
who fhould meet him but the Eunuch 
bimfelf. Holding up his hands, he 

laluted 
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faluted the youth with great famili- 
arity. The latter would have pro- 
ceeded on his way, but the other 
laid hold of his horfe's bridle, " I 
was even now going, faid he, to fend 
to your houfe to defire to fpeak with 
you/' *' What bufinefs, faid Tiebr 
cbung'U^ can you have with me ? 

" -Your affairs and mine can have no 
relation. My province lies without 
the palace, and yours within ?'* " If 
it were only on my own account^ 
replied the Eunuch, I (hould not 
have taken the liberty to flop you: 
43ut I have bufinefs of the Emperor'^ 
to impart to you, which muft not 
be deferred : you had better then go 
home with me, and let us talk it 

' over there." •* Before I dp that, 
E 3 replied 
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teplied Tieb-cbung-Uy you muft tell tnt 
plainly what your bufincfs is." ** Sir^ 
laid the other, do you think I would 
go about to deceive you ? or durfl: 
abufe the Emperor's authority? To 
tdl you truly then, his Majefty hath 
iieard that you are a fine poet ; and 
requires you to write fome verfes on 
two pieces of painting, which he great- 
ly values/* The youth inquired where 
they were: and was anfwered at his 
houfe. Tieb'cbung'U immediately rc- 
collefted the words of his lovely mit 
fefs i but found he could not avoid the 
ifnare, as the other had got the Empe- 
-ror 's order. He according! y went home 
with Cbou tbay-kien. 

When they were got within his 

doors, 



A CHINESE HISTORY* 55 

doors, the Eunuch ordered tea to be 
brought and a table to be Ipread for 
an entertainment. •' No ! no ! faid the 
young Mandarine, the firft things to 
be attended to are the pi£tures, I dare 
not enter on any thing elfc 'till they 
are difpatched/* " Sir, replied the 
other, you know very well what the 
generality of us Eunuchs are : we are t 
foolifli illiterate fet of people : however 
I cannot but take great fatisfadion in 
feeing a perfon of your ingenuity and 
learning : I hope therefore you will ho- 
nour me fo far as to drink fomething 
with me : and will permit me to fhew 
the great refped I entertain for you. 
I believe if I had fent to invite you, 
you would hardly have come : but as 
bis Majefty's bufinefs hath brought 
E 4 you 
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you here, you mutt oblige us a littlo 
with your company. And pray don't 
look upon me in the fame mean and 
dcfpicable light as the reft of my bre- 
thren, fince I have obtained this great 
honour: upon which account I hope 
you will overlook the liberty I take of 
iStting down with you." " Pray don't 
talk in this manner, faid Tieb-chung-Uj 
are not we both the Emperor's fer- 
vants ? But as there is his Majefty's 
order to be obeyed 5 let that be firft 
difpatched, and afterwards we will con- 
verfe together." " Perhaps, replied 
he, when that is performed, you will 
not ftay any longer. Well then ; you 
Ihall write upon one of the pifturcs 
firft, and before you take the other in 
hand you ftiall do me the fayour tq 
5 drink 
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fir Ink a little wlne«" Xo tjhjs the young 
JMand^ririe affented, 

Cbou-thay-kien then led him vMo ^ 
}iall, and c^ling a feryant, ordered him 
to take down a painting that was hung 
up, and lay it on a table. 3^eb'cbung-u 
found it to be a beautiful flower pieces 
containing the picture of a double jaf- 
^lin : then taking a pencil he prefently^ 
vrrpt? a few lines over it, 

He had fcarcely finifhed, when word 
was brought that the Mandarine Kwor 
Jho-fu was arrived. He was accord- 
ingly defired to walk in. The Eq- 
puch Cbou told him he was very op- 
portunely arrived to meet with the 
great Dp£lor Tieb-cbungUi who w^ 

come 
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come there Co write upon fome pidurej 
by the Emperor's order, ** And here> 
faid he, he hath difpatched one in lefs 
time than you would dHnk ofl^a di(h of 
tea." The Mandarine Kwe-Jho-fu told 
him that thofe that were mafters (>f their 
art were generally expeditious. *' Pray 
tny Lord, faid the Eunuch Chm^ be ^o 
kind as to read the infcription to me, 
and tell me what it contains; that I 
may the better talk of it to the Empe- 
ror when I carry it to him." The 
other affcntcd, Tieh-chung-u defiring him 
to pardon and overlook the faults he 
fliould 6nd in it. When Kwo-Jho-fu 
had perufed the verfcs, he cried out, 
*' They are written with a great deal 
of fpirit, and (hew a fine underftand- 
jng." The Eunuch appeared extreme- 
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ly fatisfied with this aCCDtmt, itid iim^ 
mediately otdercd an entertainment to 
be ferved Upon the table. Tieb'cbititg'M 
intreated, that he would perhlit him to 
finifh both the pidlures now he was about 
it. But the Eunuch would not let him : 
*' Sir, faid he, you do it with the greatcft 
eafe and plcafure: why. tran't you then 
firfl: fit down and regale yourfelf^and 
afterwards finifh thfe vcrfes at yoiir 
Jeifure?'' 

C H A P. V. 

TWO tables being prepared, K'oso- 
JhO'fu fat down at the firfl: : the 
Eunuch with Tteh^hung-u at the fe- 
cond. After fome little converfation 
on indifferent fubjefts^ Chou-thay-kien, 
addrefled bimfelf to ^e latter, an4 
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laid : ** His Majdly being informed 
of your great ing^uity, hath ordered 
thefe two piftures to be ient bere» that 
you Ihould write Ibniething upon them : 
but it was at my intreaty in order 
to bring you to my houfe, where I 
have fomething to impart to you of 
great moment. It is alfo a peculiar 
happinefs that this Mandarine hath 
chanced Co drop in, and that I can do 
it in his prefence." " What, faid Kwe^ 
Jbo'fuj have you of moment to impart 
to this Mandarine in my hearing ?** 
The Eunuch replied, ** If a drum be 
not (truck upon, it returns no found ; if 
a bell be not rung, it will not be heard ; 
excufe me therefore if I enter at once 
upon the matter in hand, without far* 
ther ceremony, or delay. I have a 
"niece bom with no great beauty^ nor 

yet 
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yet very ill-favoured : but (he is very 
good tempered, chearful and plea&nt; 
She is now about eighteen years of age» 
and yet I have not hitherto found a 
proper match for her. Now, Sir, iaid 
he, addrefling himfelf to ^lhcbiaig''ti^ 
you are the man I would chufe for her 
hufband : Ihe is ingaged to no other 
perfon : I have gpt the conlent of the 
Mandarine your father : and yefterday 
I begged of the Emperor to have the 
marriage performed : in order to which 
he gave me thefe two pidures to ratify 
the contra<9:.*' 

How much fbever Tieb-cbwig'U was 
furprized, and chagrined todifcover thi& 
treachery, he endeavoured to conceal 
it from obfervation. He even aiTuined 

an 
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^ appearance of fetisfadion,, and told 
the Eunuch he was ejKtremcly obliged 
to him : that his propofal was what 
he could not poffihly have refufed, had 
it been ip hia power to have accepted 
q( it ; but that he was already married 
to Sbuey'png'fin% the daughter of the 
Lord Prefident of Arms : aod that i( 
was impoffible for him to be married 
twice *. 

•\ CboU'thay'kien fmiled and faid, •* Sir, 



• This is to be ondcrftood of a primary or 
chief wife : it would have been an affront ta 
have thought of the niece of fo powerfnl a 
}i!unuch for a fecondary one or concubine. 

f From this place to the end of the Hifior/i 
the tranilation is carried on in the Portugueft 
language : which the Editor hath r^dercd into 

£nglijh, 

you 
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jrou mull not think to deceive me, 1 have 
examined the affair to the bottom : 
your proceedings were a feint, in order 
to avoid marrying my niece; as alfa 
to prevent the addrefl^s of ^ah-quaj 
to the yQung lady : and as it was 1<> 
eafy to foe through this impofition, I 
Mfonder you fhould think of attempting 
it.** 7'ieh'chung'U anfwered, " Your 
Lordftiip furprizes me : in an affair 
pf any other nature, fuch an attempt 
might be feafible: but in fuch a fub- 
jpd: as marriage, how can any impo- 
fition take place ?" " If you are really 
and truly married, faid the Eunuch, 
why did not you condud the bride 
bome to your houfe, but on the con- 
trary go to refide in that of her father ? 
Why alfo don't you cohabit with your 

wife ? 
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wife ? Why do you continue in fepa- 
ratc apartments ?** ** I do not bring 
home my bride, faid the Mandatipe 
Tieby becaufe her father hath never a 
fon; I dwell therefore with him, in 
order to attend and comfort him in 
his old age : but whether we refide in 
the fame apartments or not, is an affair 
of no conlequence to any but our- 
felves : it is fufficient that the marriage 
hath been duely celebrated. Befide as 
your LordQiip is continually with thcf 
Emperor, how can you tell what paflcs 
in the houfe of another perfon ? and 
this being the cafe, you ought not 
to believe any fuch ftory/* *'I (hall 
not enter any farther into the merits 
of thefe reports, faid the other : it con* 
ccms not mc whether they arc true 

9V 
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Or falfe: it is fufEcient that I have 
ipoke with his Majcfty about your mar- 
riage with my niece: and have the 
fandtion of his authority. It is in vain 
therefore to think to avoid it." " Not 
avoid it ! (aid Tub-(bung-u. From 
ihcremoteft antiquity 'till the prefenc 
bour^ it hath never been heard of^ thac 
^ man endowed with reafon hath been 
married to one wife, and then taken 
another *. I have already efpoufed a 
young lady with all the due (blemni* 
ties of law *, for this reafon I muft re- 
fufe all other : yet had you made me 
the offer of your niece firft, I fhould not 
have Qighted it." ^* Before you had 
argued in thi^ manner, faid the Eu-> 

• This is ftill to be ttnderfiood of the primary 
or chief wife^ FUf note/ufra^ f,62. 

Vol. IV. F nuch, 
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nuch, you (hould have made it ap* 
pear that you were really married. 
When the bride is oncd carried to the 
houfe of her hufbandj then it may be re- 
puted a true marriage ; then (be may 
be confidered as z Rrtt or fecondary 
wife : but this cannot properly be done 
'till fhe is carried from ber own houfe. 
And this ceremony the Riteg require." 
^ 1 grant your Lordihip, iaid Tiel^ 
dnsf^-ti^ tiiat generally peaking this is 
neceilary, but then it is only for the 
fecurky of the bride or bridegroomi 
with regard to each other : among peo^ 
pie of hoDour it nuy be di^)enfed with ; 
specially in obedience to the exprefi 
commands of a parent/' *^ You talk 
of obedience to your parents, faid Cbou- 
tbay-kieni will you pay attention ta 

them. 
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them, .and negledt to obey the otders 
of the Emperor? Doyoy think theit 
that .the private commands of your 
parents are to uke place of thofe of 
his Majefty?'* "Far from it/' ftid 
Tieb'chung'Ui who began to be texqd* 
to hear him talk in fo unredfonable a, 
manner : " I only fay that marriage 
is a thing of great importance^ and 
ought to be conducted with regpl^^ 
rity and order : otherwiiie you vio^ 
late the laws and rites of the en^par^ir 
Thi$ is not a private affair betweei> 
your }LiOrdfhip and myielf,^ but a thipg^ 
of public concernment ; and if his Ma- 
jefty will be pleafed to confult^U the 
dodors of the empire^ he will fee that 
I am right." " What occafion for 
te miKih trouble? laid the Eunuch : 
F 2 OF 
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or why is it needful to confult all the 
doctors, when there is prefent fo great 
a dodor as Kwthjbo-fu^ one who is fo 
capable of determining the queftion ?'* 
*• Very true, replied the youth > will 
your LordOiip afk him to judge be- 
tween us ?*' 

** My Lord," faid the Eunuch, ad- 
drelling himfelf to that Mandarine, 
•* you have been here fome time liftening 
to the diipute between this gentleman 
and myfelf : be pleafed to favour us with 
your opinion of the cafe.'* " If you 
alone had afked me, (aid the Miniftef, 
and if the Mandarine Tieb-cbung-u him- 
felf had not alfo applied to me, I fliould 
not have hazarded a word between you : 
but as he aHb defues it, I will Q)eak 

according 
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according to my confciencc, without 
partiality to either fide. With regard 
to the rites of marriage, there are rea- 
ions within other reafons, and the fub- 
jedt contains fome things fo intricate, 
that all the do6lors in the empire caiv- 
not infallibly decide upon it. But if 
the queftioh turns upon the Emperor^ 
authority, I am of opinion that the 
rites of marriage are fubjeifi; to it^ and 
that he may over-rule them at picafure. 
for if you look back through all a^s, 
you will find that the Emperor hath 
power to change the laws of the realm, 
and even to abolifh the whole elbte of 
his Mandarinate, by which thofe laws 
are executed and fupported/' The 
Eunuch Cbou hearing thefe words, 
eould not conceal his fatisfadion : he 
laughed and iaid, *^ Your Lordftip \$ 
F 3 ^^\\.i\\\^ 
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'certainly right, the Mandarine 7V>i& can* 
•flot aniiyer one word to this.'' 

Then calling for a cup of wine, he 
4Ac!k it in his hand, and prelected ip 
with gr^ reverence to Kwo-Jho-fu, in- 
treating him to be bridefman or media^ 
tor CO the marriage of his niece. ^' Ag 
you have obtained his Majefty's licence, 
replied he, addreiling himfelf to Cbou^ 
tbof-kuny it is no longer left to your' 
(diicredon \ I (hall therefore aft in that 
behalf, for I dare not difobey his Mar 
]t&y!^ Then he drank oflF the wine *. 
After which he addrefled himfelf to 
S^ieb-ebung'U : ^^ At the Emperor, faid 
|ie, hath condefcended to lend his fane-* 



* TiMf (iBcms tp hvrc beco a foUmn form, by 
iv|iich he teftified hi9 intention to a^ gs bridef- 
mstk or mediator oa this occafion. 

tion 
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don to this marriage, you cannot rcfufe 
your compliance, notwithftanding your 
prior engs^mcnt wkh Sbuey^ping-JSn : 
let me then adviie you. Sir, to ftand off* 
no longer, but quiietly fubmic, and then 
all will be welL*^ 

Although Tteb'CbuHg-u Was ^xtreoie* 
ly chagrined and vexed, and could 
with much difficulty kept his patience : 
be nevertheleffr found it neceffary to 
bridle his temper for many reafons. 
In the firft place, he confidered that 
they had made the point to reft 
upon the Emperor's authority: Zr 
gain he refk(^ed that the Eunuch 
Chou had continual accefs to his Ma^ 
jefty's prcfcnce, and would be able 
to give what turn he pleafed to the 
F 4 affair : 
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affair: he was alfo &^ul that being 
within that Eunuch's houfe, he would 
not fuETer him to go out : he was 
moreover upwilling to quarrel open- 
ly with KwO'JhO'Ju I \m^ therefore ^nr 
fwered that Mandarine mildly $ *^ { 
have nodiing to objeft to your Lord- 
Ihip's opinion, and if his Majc^ hath 
given hifi order, far be it from me to 
(difpute it. But dill it is neceflary 
for me to go» and inform my father 
and mother i that they may fix on 
a fortunate d^y ; and fettle the terms 
of the nuptial fum : for I cannot prep 
tend to take upon me to do i( without 
their knowledge/' " Sir, faid the 
Eunuch, you only want to fhift off 
the affair i but it will not ierve your 
turn: if y9U dQ not comply, you fheyr 

pontempt 



A CHINESE HISTORY. 73 

contempt to hU Majefty's order: i( 
wholly depends upon yourfclf whether 
you will obey it or not: you ought 
to obey, and not to ftudy thefe excufes^ 
This is a fortunate day : all that re- 
lates to invitations is already perform^ 
•d : the mufic is prepared : the banquet 
ready : and here by great good fortune 
is the Mgndgrine Kwo-Jho-fii to ad ^ 
bridefman : within is the nuptial cham- 
ber fitted up for the bridegroom : let 
ys now celebrate your mArriage with my 
niece, and thep I (hall have difcharged 
(he ^lo^ important duty that relates 
fp this life. If you thipk. Sir, that 
your father or mother will complain 
of being negjeflted, you muft lay the 
blame on his Majefty's order; and then 
lyl^at jcpmplaint can be made ? If you 

make 
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make any fcruple about the nuptial 
fum, i will leave that entirely to jrour- 
felires : that fhall make no ground of 
difputc/' ** Really, Sir, laid Kwo^ 
JhO'fu to the young Mandarine ftet^ 
my Lord Cbou-tbay-kien difcovers a great 
affcftion for you ; if now you make 
any farther excufes, you will certainly 
pafs for an ungrateful perfon/* The 
young Mandarine replied, ♦* Before 
one can acknowledge a favour, one 
ought to be certain of its propriety 
and reafonablenefs. I came hither to- 
day by his Majefty^s order to make 
fome verfes or encomiums on two pic- 
tures. I have already finifhed one^ 
the other remains to be performed: 
and how can I dare to take in hand 
any other biifinels *dll this is dif- 

charged ? 
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chatged? Now t intreat your Lord- 
ihip to give me here the other pi6h3re, 
that I may finifh k^ and then I (hall 
be at liberty to enter upon ar^ other 
iTUfinefs.^' ^^ Sir, faid the Eunuch, you 
lay very well: buf; the other piAure 
is very large, and is kid up in an inner 
apartment: as therefore it would oe- 
cafion a great deal of trouble to bring 
It here, you had better go within to it/' 
Although ^ieb-cbung'tt fufpedted that 
tJiere was fonie fccret^deiign in this^ 
which he could not at prefent difcover, 
he notwithftanding thought it beft to 
mmply : which he fignified accord- 
iogly^ ^* Well then, faid the Eunuch, 
let us drink once more, afterwards we 
will go within : for your Lordfhip is 
right in propofingi that one thing be & 

niihed 
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ni(hed before another be taken in hand." 
The young Mandarine ^b faid to hini'- 
ielf, '^ When I have once difpatched the 
other piftur^y I (hall perhaps find a 
means to efcape from this houfe^^ Ac- 
irordingly rifing up from the table, be 
faid, *^ Come let us finiih the veries : I 
will drink no more/' The Eunuch 
Cbou rofe up likewife, and faid, *' Let 
us go." The Mandarine Kwo-Jho-Jk 
exprefled alfo an inclination to accom- 
pany them : but the Eunuch gave him 
a fignal with his eye : and immediately 
that Mandarine flopped and laid ; ^' It 
is not neceflary that I be prefent at 
the compofing of thefe verfes, I will 
wait for your return here without : and 
when you have finilhed them | will 
compleat the marriage. '' 

Then 
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Then • ChGU-thay-hen conduced the 
yoiihg Mandarine Ttth within : by 
which means he fell into the fnare : for 
as foon as the other had led hini into an 
inner apartment he left him and with- 
drew ; two women fervants immediately 
Ihutting the doors upon him, 

CHAP. VL 

cr'IEH'cbung'U being thus (hut up 
within the inner apartments of the 
Eunuch's palace, found them all adorn- 
ed and fitted out in the moft fplcndid 
manner. He entered one of the cham- 
bers, which (hone with the richeft and 
mofl: elegant furniture; and faw in 
it a lady feated in a chair, who was 
decked with jewels, and the coflliefl: 

ornaments 
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ornaments in great profufion. T'idb-^ 
cbmg'U feeing her thus drefl^d out 
like a princeis, compofed the follow- 
ing verfes in his mind* 

/ have feen her figure^ it is finely tricJCd 

out with ornaments J 
But her mouth is wide as the fea: her 

head high as a mountain. 
May the demons look upon her^ and bring 

her tojh^me *. 

This lady, who was no other than thct 
Eunuch's niece, feeing the young Man- 



* The wordi of the Portugueft tranflalion ar^ 
yio fua figura^ efta hem ornada ; 
Mas a bsca bigrande e larga c$mo p ttuiTf €id$ufi^ 

he aha como monte\ 
Os demomoi uewdg^fazim vergonbar. 

This fpecimen may fervc to (hew the incor- 
it£lne(s ci the MS. ver£k>fi. 

darine 
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darine enter, rc^ up from her chairy 
and made figns to her women to per<* . 
form their reverences to him: who. 
afked him to draw near, and converie 
with their lady. Far from complying 
with their requeft he drew back ; hue 
feeii^ all the doors were (hut upoa 
him, and that there was no remedy, 
at length he went fomewhat nearer the 
lady, and bowed to her very low y 
which done, he drew back a little as 
before : all this while the lady never 
opened her mouth. One of the moft 
aged of the female attendants feeing 
this, came up lo^ieb-chur^-Uj and fak) 
to him : •* Your Lord(hip came here 
within the women's apartments to mar- 
ry my lady : ♦ hufband and wife being 

* This i$ a literal verfion of the Pdrtngmfe^ viz. 
Marido e muthtrfindf) cfixad§t dous/am de htm corf 
dt buma came* 

2 OWL^ 
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once married, are both of one body^ 
of one fleih. You are now Lord of 
all this houfe. You need riot there-* 
fore be referved or balhful : but may 
come and fit down here with your la^ 
dy." ** I came here, feid he, by the 
Emperor's command to write rer&M 
upon two pictures belonging to his 
Majcfty : how then can you fay I 
came here to marry ?'* " Thcpi(5burc» 
you fpeak of, faid the fervant, are with* 
out ; if therefore your Lordfliip only 
came on that account, why did not 
you (lay in the outer apartments? 
Obedience to the Emperor's command 
did not require you to come in hi- 
ther. Tlw^fe^ure the apartments be* 
longing to' the women; which none 
ever enter but my lady and our- 
felves. You could never have coait 

here 
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here, but in order to marry her.** 
*«Your lady's uncle, laid he, the Eu* 
nuch Chou, with many wiles inticcd 
me within : he hath deceived me. This 
Is very difrefpedful treatment of one of 
my rank, and is an aflfront to his Ma- 
jefty^ . by whofe favour I am advanced 
to be one of the firft dodors of the em- 
pire." ** As your Lordlhip is now 
here, faid the fcrvant, be cafy and chcar- 
ful i why do. you talk of any thing that 
happened to you without ?" He re- 
plied i« a rage, •* You are all of you 
concerned in this picee of treachery. 
Your matter hath enfnared me by pre- 
tending the pidlures were here within, 
and this^ the Mandarine Kwo-Jho-fu can 
tefti^y. But you are all of you deceived 
in thihlcing to conquer me : my name 
i,.;iVoL. IV, G is 
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is Tiebj that is Iron*, my body, my 
heart are all of iron, hard and in^^ 
flexible, it is impoflibic to move me. 
I am more fteady and refolute than 
thofe two ancient heroes Ueu-biau*- 
whey and S^an-in-chang * ; who arc 
fo famous in hiftory for being firm 

* The firft of thefe b mentioned before in vol. 
2. p. 69. as alfo in the following pafTage of a 
Chine/e author, tranflated by P. Du Halde. See 
'voL I./. 439. 

'* You have heard of the celebrated Z/>*->^/V?«< 

•• ivJbey^ Neither the moft frightful poverty 

*' iikith which he was threatened, nor the fir^ 
*< rank of the empire, with which he was tempt- 
** tered, could in the lead incline him to vice, or 
'' draw him afidefrom virtue." 

The fccond of thefe, ^an-in-cbangy was a 
great general, fo remarkable for his brave and 
gallant atchievements, that he is to this day re- 
vered by the Cbinefe ; who in remembrance of 
his fublimc virtne, adore him as a god, and fet 
up images in honour of him in their idol-tcm« 
pies. * 

See before, vol.3, p. 131. note.-r'.Sc[6 al^^i 
Dionys. Kao. p. 125. &c, 

-1' unJ 
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ahd unihaken. But indeed what effect - 
can be expedcd from fuch Ihallow 
plots as thcfe ? This girl is not only 
ugly: but alfo fhamelefs. Notwith-, 
ilandiog her fine ornaments^. I regard, 
her not: (he is a low and worehlefs- 
creature, and not to be regarded;". 
The young lady^ although at firft fhe 
was charmed with the graceful figure: 
of the young Mandarine Tiib^ and 
did not behold without fome emotion^- 
the fine features, and fair complexion 
of that beautiful youth ; hearing this 
abufe, could no longer contain hc^i^lf* 
but broke filence, and faid, " Sir^ ypu 
treat me very ill, niece as I am to ^ 
great officer of the Empefor^ and one 
who ftands continually in his prefence^ 
This honour piits him upon a level 
6 z with 
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vrith any of the Mandarines^ fo that I 
hi^vie a right to be confidered with all 
the diilin^ion of a Siauw-tfieb or Man- 
darine's daughter*. His Majcfty hath 
cotnmanded a marriage to be conclu- 
ded between you and me: in whicb 
there is nothing wrong or indecent. 
Why then do you compkin of plots 
againft you } How dare you prefume to 
call me low and woreMefs. You difgrace 
the honour of my family. But fince I 
am io immodeft and fhamelefs, I will 
make you know wbcthet I am to be 
regarded or nfot*'^ t1»n (he called 
out to her women^ •* Bring this fellow 
here before me/^ AH the attendanti 
Went up to him> iind faid, *^ Our lady 
orders us to bring yidU to her te pay 

* Sed vol. u- pag. 1 14. no^t. 

her 
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fier the reverence and relpoft due to 
faer qu^lky: if you do not comply, 
W? rouft fore? ypu/' Notwithftand- 
if)g he was fo much difcompofed an4 
chagrined, he coqld not help fmiling 
at them : but he neither ftirred aor an- 
fwcred a fyllable. 

The women enraged at this cpn- 
tempt) fell all upon him at once, ftriv- 
ing to force and drag him up before 
their miftrefs, not without ^reat tu- 
mult and difturbance. T'teb-cbung-u 
however provoked at the ridiculous fi- 
tuatibn in which he faw himfelf, veQcQ:- 
cd that it would be very indecent, and 
unmanly for him to contend, and fight 
with women : he therefore muftered 
up his patience, and comforted him- 
G 3 fclf 
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fclf with the old proverb, " Who re- 
gards the little demons of the wood ?" * 
Then drawing a chair to him, he fat 
down : and while the women were 
ftruggling and talking round him, he 
remained calm and unnwved ; repeat- 
ing to himfelf the following verfes ; 

Hard fubfiances become foft : 
' Soft fubfiances turn to bard : 

f The Ckiue/e valgar fuppofe every part of the 
univerfe to be under the influence of good or bad 
ipiritSy who have their f efpeSive diftrid^. Thi^ 
premifed, the application of the Proverb is ob- 
vious. Nothing can place the feeble efforts of 
thefe women in a more contemptible light, than 
to compare them to thofe little diminutive 
£ends, who only prefiding over unfTcquence4 
folitudes, have very little power or opportunity 
of doing jnifchief, notwithftanding their na- 
tural malignity. 

The Portuguefe words are ^emfa^a eafi dot 
diabolhims do mato : I fuppoie it ihould be Dia- 
hinhos. 

Ihrd 
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-Hari andfoft at times arefirong : 
. fFater is/oft j who canrefifi its f era * f 

In the midft of this difturbance came 
in the Eunuch Cbou himfelf, having 
entered through another door; who 
looking round him, cried out to the 
women, ** What is the meaning of 
this ? Retire. How dare ye prefume 
to offer this rudenefs in the prefence 
of people of quality ?" Then addref- 
fing KimklitoTieb^chsmg^uon thefubjeft 
of the marriage, he faid, <' WeU, Sir, 
it is in vain to refill ; you had better 
comply, and put an end to a}] thi9 

* The Portuguefe words tre. 

Cm/a iwra chegou de tftar moUf 

Cot(/a mole 'oem/efazer dura. 

Dura e mole eftasforte^ 

A agoa male quern fade refiftir fuafhrga ? 

C 4 difturb- 
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difturbancc." He anfwcrcd, " 1 don't 
rcfufe my compliance: but we iiiuft 
pay obedience to the laws." *' Why 
not ?'* faid the other. •' Your Lord- 
ihip, replied he, forgets there is a 
book of the laws, which contains an 
injuq&ion for the . Mandarines with- 
in the palace to have no dealings or 
contracts with the Mandarines with- 
out *, Now as there is this doubt 
about the lawfulnefs of our engage- 
ment, what matters it, if we defer its 
completion for the prefcpt ?" ** That in- 

juniStion, 

* This is a regulation which the Cbinefe Em- 
f erors have freqaently found it neceflary to re- 
vive, in order to curb the exorbitant power of 
the Eunuchf , and to break through iheir con- 
fiedlions with the other great oncers, Sep P. 
Du Halde^ *vol. i.p.226 &c, 

N. B. By the idandarines nioitbin the palace is 
f ecpliarly meant the Eoniichg : thefe being pro* 

perly 
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jun£lion, faid the Eunuch, is pld md. 
Qbfolete : what occaGon to obfervc an 
oblbiete law? But it is neceHary to 
obey the prcfcnt commands of the 
Emperor, and to execute what he in- 
joins. The other is old and out of 
date/* Tieb'chung-u replied, ** If your 
Lord(hip would have me execute thofe 
commands, (hew me your patent ; that 
I may firfl thank bis Majefty for hia 
favourable notice of rac *. Nayt Sir, 

Ihcv 

perly the only domeftics the Emperor hath : and 
thefe are fo nomerotts, that P. Sitnedo telts us» 
in his dqie their number was (eldomfolhiall at 
12000. In the reign of a weak Emperor, the 
]£anach8 generally gain the afcendant, and grow 
tb an unfuiFerable pitch of infolence. Since the 
Tartar race hath been in po^ffion of the throne 
6f China, the number of thefe gentry hath been 
Jeftned, and their authority di9iini{h<d, 
P. SemedOy p. 1 14. &; Atttb. fap. citat* 

* It is an indifpenfible duty with the Man- 
darines, 
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Ibew me the patent ! For how can I 
prefume to conclude this marriage, 
thus hand over head, before I have 
returned the Emperor thanks ?'* 

While this contention lafted between 
them, there came two little Eunuchs 
in great hade to the houfe of Cbou- 
tbiPf'kien : he was called out to fpeak 
10 them. They told him that Hu-inau^ 
Gfcneral* of the l^artariau frontiers, was 
returned from the war, bringing with 

darinesy to pay their acknowledgments to the 
Emperor, upon every the leaft notice taken 
of them, by doing hiip immediate homage: 
which is performed by prollrating themfelvcs 
nine times on the ground before him, or ii> hi4 
^ience before his empty throne. 
See?. DuHaldp,&c. 

• The Chinefi title is T/ong-ping^ which'^.- 
Du Halde interprets Commandant General de 
MclUti Vpi Tom. 3« it* index. 

him 
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him a multitude of prifoners: that 
there were alfo come with him many am- 
bafladorst loaded with tribute of great 
value*: and that the Emperor had orr 
dered a banquet for them. They add- 
ed, ** As the Mandarine Tieb-cbrnig-u 
was the patron and proteftor of the 
Generaji his Majefty commands him to 
accompany them. The banquet is 
prepared : we have already been at this 
nobleman's houfe to feek him, but 
he was not there; we were told he 

* The ideas of Amhaffqdor and Tribute are iiir 
feparable among the Chine/e, See <voL 2. /. 92. 
.288. 

They look upon fending an ambafly, as a 
mark of vaiTalage and fabmiffion, and therefore 
make it a general rule not to fend any them- 
felves to other courts. Yet they have for once 
departed from this rule, in fending a fplendid 
ambaifagt to Ruffiay in the reign of the £mpreis 
Anne. 

Vid. Bayeri^tom. I. dedicatio. 

came 
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came home this morning with your 
Lordfliip. We are accordingly come 
hither to inquire ^fter him : the meffen- 
ger of (late waits for him in the outf 
ward court, and his fervants are gttend* 
ing there with his horfe. Pleafc to in- 
form him to come away immediately." 
Not facisiied with this account, the 
Eunuch Chou went himfclf to the gate 
accompanied with the Minider Kwo^ 
Jho'fu : and finding it to be literally as 
they had related, thefe two looked 
at each other in great confufion, not 
knowing what to fay ; eipecially when 
they faw there was alfo come the Man- 
darine whofe bufinefs it was to pro- 
vide the banquet, and that the fum- 
mons would admit of no delay. Find- 
ing there was no remedy, the Eunuch 

ordered 
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ordered the doors to be opened, and 
^ieb-chung'U to be (liffefed to comi 
forth. The kttcr was wondering what 
Could bccaiion this une:tpe6ted de- 
liverance, when the Mandarine of tht 
banquet, and the Em'peror's meffenger 
inforn^ed him of the invitation^ whkrfe 
required his immediate attendance. 
ChoU'tbay-kien greatly chagrined, faid", 
•' They fay the Emperor commands 
you to att€nd the banquet : bis Ma^ 
jefty alfo commanded you to write the 
verfes. You have finilhed one pidurcy 
yet another remains to be difpatched* 
To-morrow, when his Majefly m\i 
demand of me why they were not 
done ; what fliall I anfwer ? You can- 
not go 'lill both are finifhed." This 
he faid with a mriieious defign to 

cm* 
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cmbarrafs him, and render him inca-^ 
pable of complying with the order. 
But ^Ub'Cbung'U anfwcred, " I have 
long been defiring you to let me have 
the other pi&ure that I might diipatch 
it: yet you would not give it me* 
This pidture is here without, but you 
deceived me, and inticed me to go 
within : however bring the pifture herci 
and I will finifti it.'* The Eunuch 
Cbou brought him the pidbure ^ when 
in a moment he finilhed all the verfes, 
and taking his leave, went away. 

CboU'tbajf'kien who accompanied him 

to the gate, returned to his friend Kwo- 

Jho'fuj and faid, " What aftonifliing 

abilities hath thi« young man ? And 

' who would have thought he could have 

cfcaped 
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eicaped the fnarc^ i This uncxpedcd 
meflage from the Emperor hath broke 
through all our meafures." They:rt- 
mained both of them enraged; and 
vexed at a difappointment fo little fore* 
feen. After fome time Kwo-Jbo-fu 
broke filence^ andfaid, ^^ Let us look 
out for Ibme other expedient. !Th* 
marriage with Sbuey-ptng-fin . is cot 
completed: it is well known that 
they do not fleep in the fame chamber. 
I will yet caufe them to be feparated. 
Think not I propofe an impradlicable 
attempt. I will revive the fuipicions 
that have been io long dormant, with 
regard. to, her carrying him home to 
dhcr houie to attend him in his illnefs. 
I will, refute this, pretended excuie, and 

' ' f iHvrt i« a tcdioiM xtrcapitolatioa in the ocigt 
vi. .; accufe 
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accuic them of diforderly and unlawful 
motives. I wili relate this to the Cenfor 
of the empire, who is obliged bj his office 
to report it to his Majefly^ I will tell 
him^ that after having had an unlawful 
amour, they now would increafe the 
fcandal by a patched-up marriage: and 
I will remonftrate the contempt and re« 
proach this will bring on the laws : ef<- 
pecially as they are people of fuch rank 
in the Aate. Your Lordfliip (hall lend 
your afliftancc to forward and Jftrcngth- 
en this accufation» Then will his Ma- 
jefty fummon the Tribunal of Ritei 
to examine into it : in the mean time, I 
will apply to the Cbe-hien of the chy 
where the aflfs^r happened, and will get 
him to turn over all the papers of his of- 
fice, in order to procure minutes of the 
1 cafe 
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c^fe, wherewith to fupport the accufe- 
tion. After this, the leaft that can 
happen will be their being divorced 
and feparated for ever/' " True, faid 
the Eunuch Cbou ; and when once they 
are feparated, it will be an eafy matter 
to fpeak to the Emperor about the 
marriage with my niece.** Thcfe re- 
folutions they formed, both agreeing 
that in order to render them effeftual, 
the utmoft fccrecy and caution were 
neceffary. 

CHAP. VII. 



cr" I E H'chung-u being thus fet at 
large by the invitation the Em- 
peror fent him to the banquet, took 
the firft opportunity to advife with his 
Vol. IV. H father, 
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f^ber» concerning his fituation with 
Sbu^'pifig'/ff. The Mandarine 37fA- 
yi^g faidy *^ Nocwithftanding jrou botb 
continue in feparatc chambers, I am 
of opink)A that your marriage in 
valid, and for life. But why don't 
you Ixing your wife home to your 
own boufe^ diat the world may be tho- 
roughly facLsQed of your nuptiaby and 
thus all occafion of fcandai removed f 
The Eunuch Ci^ owes you a grudge 
on account of his niece. Go and con* 
fult with your bride what courfe to 
take in this critical jundure/* He 
accordingly went to the young lady,, 
and told her what his father had laid. 
^^ My lord, faid (he with her accuftomed 
diicretion, I am your fervant and hand^ 
maidy and will do whatever you fiiali 
2 pre- 
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prefcribe to me, in order to put an 
end to theie clamours. All this dif* 
turbance fprings from the malice of 
Kwo-Jho'fu and his fon. Let us then 
with the greateft expedition perform 
whatever ceremonies remain unobferv- 
cd, and thereby convince the world 
that our marriage is duly celebrated 
according to law/* When ^'teb-cbung-ii 
found his lovely bride approved of his 
father's advice of bringing her home 
1:0 his own houfe, it filled his hear( 
with extreme (atisfadion : *^ You^ laid 
he, are a lady that always lend an ear 
to reafon. I will not fail to acquaint 
my father and mother of our inten- 
tions : nor will I on this occafion for- 
get my friend Hu-iiau. I will then 
•apply to the Tribunal of Mathema- 
H 2 tics 



100 HAU KIOU CHOAAN. 

tics* in order to chufe a good day 
for our nuptials, and will invite all 
the Mandarines to the marriage feaft. 



• The Kin-tien-kien or Tribnnal of Mathema- 
tics, confifts of a prefident, two aiTefTors, and 
many fubordinate Mandarines : who apply thenr- 
felves to agronomy and aftrology ; compofe the 
imperial calendar, and diftinguifh the days, hours, 
&c. into fortunate and unlucky. 

It is an important branch of their office to 
predid all eclipfes : of which they give fchemei 
to the Emperor, who lays them betore the Tri- 
bunal of Rites, and they difperfe copies of 
the fame through all the provinces, to the end 
that the ceremonies ufual on that occafion may 
he every where obferved. Thefe confift in 
l>eating kettle-drums, &c during the eclipfe ; 
the Mandarines kneeling and making proftra- 
dons all the v^hile ; the common people at the 
fame time ihouting, in order to fright away a 
fuppofed dragon, who they believe is about to 
devour the fun or moon. 

This tribunal alfo deputes five aftronomers 
evtry night to take their Hand on the imperial 
obfervatory, who every morning report whatever 
Phawomena have occurred to them. 

P. Magal. p. 231. Mod. Un. Hift. riii. 186^ 
P. Dn Halde. P. Le Cemf te, &c. 

The 
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The truth is we have not complied 
with the cuftom which requires us to 
prefent wine to each other f." 

KwO'Jho'fu hearing that the young 
couple were preparing to celebrate their 
marriage afrefli, was very much dif- 
turbed at it. He applied therefore to 
one of the Mandarines, whofe bufi- 
nefs it is to accufe all that are guilty of 
enormities, and with many intreaties 
prevailed on him to accufe I'teihcbm^-^ 
and the young lady before the Em- 
peror. 



f The Cttllom is upon the wedding night, 
while the young couple are furrounded by all 
their friends^ for the bride to offer a cup of wine 
to the bridegroom, which he drinks off* and then 
offers fuch another cup t6 her. 

Tranf. 

He? * « The 
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The accufation was drawn up in 
die following terms. 

*' I Vang-yo^ Ccnfor* of the em- 
•* pirc, with great relpedt and reve- 
•* fence prefcnt to your Majefty this 
^* paper of accufation concerning a 
}^ fcandaious niarriage, which violates 
^^ the law : and I do it in order that 
•.* your Majefty may examine into the 
^ fame, and find out the truth. Of 
^ the five things that pertain to hu* 



* The tide of this officer here and below in 
the Portuguefe verfion is JU-SU [or XU] acuxa- 
dor i avixor do imperio : i. c. " The Ju-su, the 
accuTer, and the monitor of the empire/* But 
it this title is mentioned in no other writer^ and 
as the office feems to be the fame with that of 
CENSOR defaibed before, [See pag. lo. 
wte\ the Editor hath not fcrapled to give that 
title here. 



c< 



man 
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*^ man nature f^ the firft is marriage : 
** it ought thereforii to be obfei'ired 
*^ with due car« and atteiuion, and with 
^^ ail tbefe ceremonies^ which ^e Em- 
<^ perors hai^ ena^ed from die re- 
^< niotefl: antiquity. Now it is a Alng 
*^ unheard of that a young woman 
^^ without father ormotber ihould re- 



f By thefe fvi tUnp are pr^bibly laeaiit 
chofe feveral delations of focial life, that gave 
birtk to tlie felative durie^ i which the Cbine/c 
diftribute into five head^^ and to whicli they x^ 
duce all their morality. Thefe five duties are, 
thoffl of pAr«nt8 aod cbiMr^ii : prino^ and fot^ 
jeds : hufband and wife : elder and you&ger bre- 
thren : and friends with legard one to ftucilher. 
See P. Du Halde^ moU 2. pag. ^j, l^c. 

Now although the CMnefe comtAonty took 
upon the relation between parents and childreat 
as firfi in point of importafiee : yet in fome re- 
fp^s the pfecedence aiay iae aHb gONrn ^ 
that of marriage, as it comes Jir/l in order of 
time, and as mxA ioi the oiiher relafidM ipAag 
from it. 

H 4 * « main 
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*« main under the fame roof with a 
" young man equally removed from 
<^ his own parents, and that without 
•* the interpolal of any mediator or 
*< bridefman, or without the know- 
•' ledge and privity of any. [All this 
•* hath happened, and] the parents of 
^^ the offenders are the Mandarines 
•* Sbuey-keu-yc and ^teh-ying^ both great 
•* officers of your Majefty's council, 
<* Who at length, after the fadt is 
*« become notorious to all the world, 
•* are preparing to patch up a mar- 
•• riage between the guilty pair \ which 
•• they have the confidence to cele- 
•• brate with great feafting and pa- 
*' rade : mean while, as the nuptial 
** proceflion marches along the ftreets, 
l^_ all the people are murmuring and 

** laughing 
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<^ laughing at a thing fo unheard of 
^< among perfons of quality. . All thefe 
** fafts coming to the. ears of me your 
♦* Majefly*s fubjedt, Idurft not but 
** inform you of them, that the offend - 
'* ers might be chaftized for an exam- 
** pie to others.' • 

The Mandarine Vang-yo having pre-* 
fented this paper, it was referred to 
the council named Ka-^bung f : which 
confulted upon it, and made this rcT 
port, " What affeds the fame of a 



f None of the writers that the Editor hath 
been able to confult, give any account of this 
tribunal, which is elfewhcre in the Portuguefi 
MS. called Ko-chin. After all ; the Portuguefe, 
which is very much corrupted in this place, will 
bear to be rendered, *' A councellor named Ko* 
** (hung : who deliberated upon it, &c.*' 



<c 



virgm 
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^ virgin ought to be very clear. Here 
^ is no tei^imony^ only hearfky in 
^ the ilreet. It ought diligently to 
^ be inquired whatevidenoi there is to 
*< fupport this allegation.'* 

The Eunuch Cbou was every day 
importunate with them to purfue the 
inquiry with more rigour. Neverthe- 
lefs it WIS not till after a confider- 
able time that the accuiation was fent 
to the Tribunal of Rites, for their far* 
ther inquiry. The Eunuch Cbou vex<- 
ed at this delay, applied to the Grand 
Eunuch, who is Prefident of all the 
Eunuchs of the palace * : and imme- 

^ The EuttPthft of the p:llace are under cog. 
xAzznct of Vaiioas tribimab of their own ; wher« 
all re^ttUtions relating to them are enaded^ and 
%Q which alofi6 they are accountable. 

p. Semcdoipag. 114. 

diatcly 
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dhttely a petition Was iflbcfd out for the 
Emperor'^ own iftfpe^kion : who upon 
pimifal of it faid, *«Ad Tieb-cbung^n 
•« \% a young i«an, the pretence of 
^^ hii going to be cured and nurfed 
*^ in his illnefs in the houfe of a 
^* youtig womanj» is greatly to be 
« fufpeaed," 

While the Tribunal of Rites was 
deliberating what anfwer to return to 
his Majdly) the news arrived to thf^ 
MandafiM Itieb-ying^ who greatly a« 
larmed related to the young couple 
what he had hcird. ** the Mandarine 
Vatig-yo^ fekl he^ out of enmity which 
he beart you^ hath deKtered in a pe-» 
tition agaiftffi you to the Emperor} 
it bchore* yw therefore to confidep 

well 
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well what defence you are to make j 
and to draw up a petition in your own 
behalf.'* The young couple replied, 
" We have long been apprized that 
this would happen, and are accord- 
ingly prepared : let us fee what anfwer 
his Majefly hath difpatched, and we 
fhall draw up a fuitable memorial." 

The Emperor referred the petition 
abovemencioned to the Tribunal of 
Rites. That tribunal difpatched it 
away to the province of Sban-tong for 
the Viceroy to make inquiry. The 
Minifter Kwo-Jho-fu upon the firft no- 
tice of this, immediately fent inftruc- 
tions to his fon to gain the Cbe-bien of 
the city over to their intercft; with 
this view he ordered him to fpare no 

cxpence, 
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cxpence, and furnilhed him with a let- 
ter written to that Magiftrate with his 
own hand. Kwo-khe-tzu greatly de- 
lighted with the profpeft that feemed 
to open before him, immediately got 
ready a hundred pieces of gold *, in 
order to accompany his father's letter 
to the Che-bien. The name of the 

Mandarine 

* The Ar/sf^ir^expreffion is, Paos de ouro^ i. c. 
*^ Loaves of gpld ;" and this is the name which 
moft nations have agreed to give to the uncoined 
pieces of gold which the Chtne/e ufe in traffic^ 
Thefe pieces are of two fizes» the greater are com- 
monly worth more than lool. fierling, and the 
fmaller about half as much« or according to their 
weight : for neither gold nor filver coin is current 
in Chinay all their payments being made by 
weight. For this reafon every Chinefe mer- 
chant is always furniihed with very line fteel- 
yards and a pair of ihears for the more rea> 
dy dividing their metal into the requiiite fums; 
which they will do to any given value with the 
greateft exa£tnefs. 

This may focm an aukward method of pro- 

ceedingy 
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Mandarine who M this junAure poT* 
iefled that office vr?^ JVey-pby \ being 
the fame perfon whom Tieb-chunj^-u had 
formerly befriended in vtk\m% 4nd re^^ 
ftoring to him h)s miftrefs. This gen* 
fleman was but ^ewly promoted to his 



ceedifi^y but the Chinee are fadi fabde and ex- 
quifite cheats, that were money to pafs among 
them by uk, as in other countries, it would eive 
birth to continual adulterations. For the fame 
reafon, when the Chinefe tranfport thcfe Pa<;i 
de ouro into other countries, the merchants cut 
them through the middle, not daring to truft that 
crafty people, who have a method of Huffing 
thefe pieces, inibmuch that withinfide fhall bt 
(bmetimes found a third part of copper or fil- 
ver.— But except it bef in large foms^ gold is 
(eldom nfed as a medhxm of traffic. 

N. B. The on!y coined monrir current in ChU 
^a, confifls of fome very (mm copper pieces, 
who have each z hole m th^ nuddle for the 
convenience of bringing many of them toge- 
ther. Ten of thcfc arc not worth above « 
halfpenny. 

Sec Tavernier part i. pag. 8. P. Do Haide» 
voL I. p. 330. 

office 
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office Yfhen Kwo-khi^tTM prefented to 
kirn the hundred pieces of gold toge* 
ther with his father's letter. The other 
ha4 ^0 iboner perufed it, than he was 
gfeacly furprized to find not only the 
mifchief intended againft his benefao 
tor, but that he himfelf was delired 
to be inftrumental in in Neverthe' 
lefs he concealed his ientiments wkb* 
feemyig approbation I " Very wellr 
faid lie; I accept your prefcnt 5 whe» 
the petition arrives^ I will not negleiffc 
it.'* KwO'khe-tzu was fatisfied with 
this anfwer, and withdrew. The Go- 
vernour Wey-phej called together alt 
the clerks belonging to the tribunal *y 

and 



• Belonging to every tribunal there arc va- 
rious notaries^ clerks^ ftc. who have (mail 

hottfek 
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auid ordered them to examine into the 
affair of Tieb-cbung-u, and to inform 
him upon what pretence that youth was 
received into the'^ houfe of Sbuey-ping- 
Jin. They all agreed that the young 
lady took him in, out of gratitude for 
having refcued her from Kwo-kbi-tzu^ 
who was carrying her off" by force : 
and that this was notorious to all the 
world. The Mandarine Wey-pbey in- 
quired how far their behaviour together 
afterwards was decent and biamelels. 



hoofes in the adjoining courts. They are main- 
tained at the public expence, and enjoy their 
places for life : fo that bufincfs goes on without 
intermption, notwithflanding that the Manda* 
rines their mailers are often changed. 

N.B. In each of the tribunals there arc public 
regifters, where every thing tranfaded before it 
is entered and recorded. 

P. DnHalde, vol. i. pag. 284. Lcttrcs cdif. 



They 
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They replied, ** We know not u but the 
Pm Cbe-bien yo\jr pjredeceffpr,, having 
the fame doubt. <>f their virtuei em* 
ployed a ipy to . pry into their ;con- 
dufti who was accordingly .congeal- 
ed fpr fome lime * within. the hondes 
and this man gave fuch an account of 
their behaviour, that the Pao Che-bien 
conceived a great regard for the young 
ftranger, and revered him as a faints** 
The governor fV^-pbey, ordered be- 
fore him the ipy abovementioned, 
a$ alfo the fuperior of the Pagoda^ 
where Tteb-cbrng-u had lodged.: He 
examined them both ^ and both agreed 



* The MS. fays, '* Three Whole nights ;** 
but this is neither credible in itfelf, nor fdpport- 
cd by the former part of the ftory. See vol. 2. 
chap. 4. . 

Vol. IV. I in 
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to «bfacve ^ the 4tie Atoms of kivr# 
4hey kfottied that Maadarioe <^ chdr 
laftis&dm-y ^KrcOuot they Itfd jreoeive^ 
^ fMMbimg-u^j coiidii^ and iaviiecl 
him to c<MBe and pen^ k hio)iU£. 
Hkm-fiMhfii was greatly iar^^iBd at thq 
pcrulUt and thiew out man^ rq>roochcs 
OB die ^vemor We/^eys^ ^ He ia 
but newly nwfe a do£l;Qi^ ftid hc^ 
^aod juft cooae to his ofiice» lum can 
be kQ0# tbe troth of/^s affiuri He 
«8 very haidy and talk 4o pretend 
itaaeqMit thti^funiiud^ipoafucb 
INMefice^: I caooot fiiSer thia bold* 
•iieia to .pais uoaotked." He there- 
•foft af^p^ied to the fnperiof Maodar 
•noes to caU^^^/l«7 to account for bit 
■preiiaoiption. With this view Fopig^ 
yo .prefented another petition to the 
I 2 Em- 
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Emperor : who accepted it, and gave 
orders for JVey-fhey to be fumtnoned 
to court, in order to juftify his con- 
dufl:. Wey-phej received this fum- 
mons from the Viceroy : together with 
private notice to make the beft pre- 
parations he could for his defence, 
for that he had powerful enemies to 
contend with. Wey-phey waited on the 
Viceroy to return him thanks for his 
iadvice, and withal aflured him that 
tie had nothing of which he could 
Wicufe himfelf, and therefore was un* 
der no apprehcnfion of the event. 
Then taking with him the fpy, who 
had been employed by his predeceffor, 
as Wo the fuperior of the Bonzeis"^^ 

togethqr 

.• ^\AChintft author {%tm% in ttc foil6wing 
•i--* " : » part 
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together, with the letter of Kwo-Jboi 
fUi and his prefent of the hundred 
pkces of gold, he fee out fotithe 
odurt. As foon as he arrived there, 
he durfl: not prefume to preient him- 
felf, before the Emperor, but went and 
demanded audience o£ fhe Hingtpi^ .or 
tribunal of Crimes f • It was iiiqui* 
red of him at that' tribunal, hove, it 
happened, that he who was butimic^ 
\y promoted to his office, coul^l^^ieV 
tend to decide fb pofitively upon lidit 
oonduft oil'ieb^cbung-u^zxid, the young 
lacly? And whether he had.not l^e^ 

^.■> - • • ■ y ' '■' ^ t''.' Kim 

part o^. the ftory tp; Kave fotgot itkisrxiixaon 

ilance : for this witnefs is never prodvyced a(v j 
terwards. It is alib^oin^ impotsttdn t>if ^Im 
Author's joftice, th^t thfs Bonzite i% not punUk> 
cd' along with' the otKer criminals^ * * ' - '^ *> X 

t Sec voL 3. p, 127. 'note, ••' '^'•'^ 

I 3 bribed 
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bribed to acquit tfaem ? WT^jt-pky Uk^ 
fyftndj^^At I was promoted by \m 
Majefty to the honourable Tr'd>unal 
of Cbe-biin^ it bdioved me to exa* 
mine clearly into ail matters that came 
before it. It is true, my own per- 
Jbn9l knowledge of this afiair cannot 
suable me to decide upon it: Init I 
not only inquhred of my ckrks and 
officers all they knew about it them«> 
{kivjp%3 but alio what teftimony they 
bad to Tupport their account: they 
icfitcsed me to a peribn» who was em^ 
floyed by the P40 Cbt-bUn my prede- 
ceflbr expreisly as a ipy to obferve the 
cooduS: of the young people, and from 
bun J learnt a dear ftate of the caie. 
Tour Lordihips have alked if I re- 
ceived no bribe from TuthciuMjg-u : 

I have 
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I have received nothmg from that 
Maadarine. But frani K'm-ftHhfii I 
liave received not only a letter written 
«i^ kit oma liaad% Init alfe. » hunv 
4i«d piocei of {(<M firona tke6 of Us 
^. Here k t^e §pf^ wko k wimift 
!«► die truili of die aceouat^ a»d half 
tt alib tlie letter ^ the gdU.^ Tki 
Mandarines at the fight of ihb, vMff 
aftoniflied and confounded; and &w^ 
Ing no caufe to blame f^it^i^ie^ di^ 
miflkd him ^th otvlert to await thf 
EmperorH farther pieafiwe, and tQ as- 
cend them again upon the firfl: film- 
mons. Tlien W^*fk9f peffornied dir 
accuftomed revavneot and withdraw. 
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fTHiHE Madelines that compoied 
X ; the TjfibimU of Crimes feting 
there was ^ na remedy, ajnd . that they 
could not favour the caufe oi Kwr 
ftfo*fu without danger to themfelvej^^ 
s^lied to the Tr&unal of Rites to 
preient a memorial to his M^je^y> 
to acquaint him with what they had 
done. The Emperor perufcd ithim- 
(blf^> : and faid, . ^^ This is a rare in- 
cident. If this rtpprt be true, we 
have in. our realm a mofl: exceUent 
perfon." The Eunuch Cbou^ who ftood 
in his Majefty's prefence, faid, " This 
report comes from a new governor, 
who could not know the affair of his 

own 
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own .pecfw^ ktiowlcdge » ;tf I might 
tbcirtfow ; Jiififtwne ;?foy:far;. I . mtouW 
qiieftiOik;.thci truth ;^thisr; report :. for 
tf>,ttoew>wiis pothing^wiohgt why.dia 
«oit;>bi$ father cqirjj^itp-iacquaint'aiid 
icottfufeiiyojg^ JSt^^ftyc) upon, thci cafe 
Tb«^ youQg;; people ;in i;lke:>i&i;ft placfc 
j;:oinili tggtthg?^ ;aod> a&irwarda :it»ri- 
fy/^::-5TlwiEmpefOriCTOijd^ littlfe > 
with.)umje^> aa«J .^a jepjied ^ i .":]5f qo 
are right. Order each of the parties 
coa^Sn^iitQ draw >jwp': a ip^Utipn ^ for 
Ijly pectiial^ IwiU ^erwfttds exaftiific 
.itttp t\»,:MrAmyMf<\ fiWhen..thit 
order. c^me.tQ: the tfflrp yojwgperfoiHi 
and tbeir.pareftts»,:they[ i^aix^very 
joyf^J a<id: well pi/t^ed ; th^ Minifter 
Kw^:/i(tfy iW^ np kfc <f^?^d .with 
(OOCf rft «fKj dre^ ; he^thpwght to have 

wrought 
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wrougbt ibt ^DwifiiH of ^Amn^ and 
&w the evil [retiy to] fim ujmUm* 
ielf. In tho dificukf in ^i4ikii Ik 
found himfelf plungedp k oocmrad 
Co Urn |o r^^«iit in hit ^tbn 
di€ o¥crtiii«i of tmnizgt that kad 
been made by his ipn, and-4o afllgn 
feaibni for hta dafiftiag that iKoisld 
fkrour hit caufe : ht ther^Mte gavo U 
his petition to lbs firiJowii^ iflbft. 

>^ I your Miiyefty^a vaift! prefent 
^ dna peddon concerning the alBiir 
^ that hath fo lately happened. The 
^« truth »» I waa at firft difpofed to 
^< marry my Ion to the daughter of 
^ Sbuey-keu-ye^ and for that realbo 
^ applied to her father b his behalf: 
f ^ but afterwards hearii^ niany thingii 

•« pre- 
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*^ prejudicial to tfaefame of the yoyng 
<« lady* .1 laid ^Bdif my iatentioiu 
<^ How thm ^ould.my foa be fup« 
^* Jk40(31 likely to mike an attempt 
V upon her by force * ? I fubmit thia 
** to your Mayefty^s ccmfidcratioa.'' 

Tidhsbkifg'U faw thia petition of hia 
^verlaryt and inft^ntly prefented ano* 
ther to the Emperor, in wlwer to it« 

** IXf^buMg-u in obedience to your 
^rMajefty'iprders, make this my pe^ 
^^ titiont fppal^ipg tntth without guile* 
** J did not proiumfs to trouble your 
** Maj^y before on , thia fubjedt aa 



* T])e tnmfitioii liere feems rather barlh and 
abrupt : it oaght however to be obferved, that 
the En^peror bad beeB iQade apqaaitttod with thk 
circamftance from the memoriab relatmg to 
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^^the afFair was trifling, and telaited 
^^ only to a privUte family. I wattri- 
«*. veiling through- ehte provinces^ ' by 
"; pcrmiflion of 'my father, When Ibf 
" in? die cky of TJle-nan' I waa ih- 
*^ teAispted by a great tumuk and 
*^ difturbance in the ftreets : I inqui- 
*^ red the caiife, and learnt that the 
**^fen of KwttJbiHfu was carrymg away 
** the daughter of ^htay-hu-jfi^ '■ in or^ 
** der to marry her by force. Hear- 
^^ iogof this outr^) though I was then 
«• Jbot a (bipiiilg, I was filled with' ih- 
^ dignatlon,' and ' laid, in marriage 
"the cortfint-ctf- both jpanies, and 
<' other folemn' rites are heceflary. 
" The Cbe-bien yielding to my remon- 
^^ ftrance, cau&d the lady to be carried 
^ back to her houfe. All this while 
^* I had no perfonal knowledge of 

••the 
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•^ thet^artka : mxthsaii any other vic\/r 
'Mhut/ pr6<fiote peace and: con- 
"': coM. The Ton olKukf-fio-fu finding 
*'^.lhit .1 had hindered his unlawful 
^^ defignsy entertained a violent hatred 
^* . 4gaidft me^ I n^as Jodged in a Patgeda 
*^ or convent. ^He applied to the Both 
\^, zee of the convint to give me poi-* 
^ fon. It was accordingly adminifter-^ 
" cd to me in my viftuals, I was 
** feized. with violent illnefs, and at 
^* the point of death. Shuey-ping-Jin 
^^ difcovering that.I was dangeroufly 
** ill upon her ■ account, was greatly 
** concernedi and caufcd her people 
** to convey me to her houfe. I was 
** then too much difordcred to know 
** any thing of the matter : but Ihe 
^\ did it purely out of gratitude to 

!* repay 
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^ rapaj the ferrkxt Ihe ftnciedl 
-^ I had done tier. While I ^m in 
^ her houfe I ebfenrtd idie flriteft 
^ modefty % mxr gtre the kaft ^c- 
^ cafion for fctiKhd. WMi n^Kd to 
«< the marriage comraded with her 
<« afcerwaid^ I did it in obedimce 
"^^ to my father and mother $ and this 
"^^ wat owing to my having been 
«' fu^t f^ ^ general HtUmm^ 
<* who by the Tiftories he dbcained, 
^ brougftt die yoong bdy^a fiidier out 
"^ of a hmg exile, which he had ftjf* 
^ fcrcd at the inftigntioa of Kwo- 
^^ jba-ftu The gencrU obfenring that 
"** I "was ycNRig and uninamed, in or* 

* Literally it B, '''i-waiftiy den.** 
t PfOMtt#r. P9rt, 

'^ der 
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^ dnr tb vfiuiii tht tMidfics I haci 

^ brideftMii in my txMf^ nod up- 
^ fiiiei m^^^NQMta^itf *» 9ve me iiU 
^ llM^Mttr^inMiiiee^ Alliliisdiey 

^ ^ilt mf kfldwkfdjge^ Bi»t fioewkh^ 
«* ^aiiia»ig^iificmarri8ge4iadi%eM 
^ felw i Mig ril, it l» ndt ^1 e(»HfMi- 
*< malbd : 4b t^tt!ful ^k»fe «wis been 
^ ^bMC^MF i«p«€tfcidnHan4'goo^ 
•« "V^ *avfe even Hve<| togeAer under 
^ ^the feme ^roef wkb atl the imio- 
•« ^nce df infants. This I hew fee 
^ fonth in ^ petitidn codfprm'aUy to 
** yiourMajcfty^s orders/* 

The young Ikdy in like manner pre^ 
fcnted her petition to the £ii4)erdr. 
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'' I Sbuey-ptngrfin m confi^pkjr to 
*^ your Majefty's command, make 
^^ this true me^iorial. L was left an 
*' orphan by cl>e death of my, mother^ 
*' and by my father's banUhment : I 
^' remained alone in my houle, where 
** I lived in the greatefl: refervc and 
*< retirement *. In this folitude bow 
^^ could I make a marriage-contrad ? 
*' AH [the prefent difl:urban(?c] Iprings 
" from the Mandarine Kwo-Jbo-fu. 
*« His fon, who is of the feme city 
*' with myfelf, beld me in fuch 
*« contempt, as -^to form defigns 
" of marrying me by force : he got 
" me into his power by a coun- 
** terfeit order from your Majefty. 

• The literal vcrfion is, '^ With my gate 
** alwayi fhut." 

« As 
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^. As he was carrying me away wr 
^ Were met by ^ieb-chung-u : who fee-^ " 
<^ ing this outrage applied to the Che^ 
*^ bien in my behalf; That M^iftrate* 
^ ordered me to &e carried back to my 
" houfe. KwO'kbi'izUf inraged at his' 
^* difappointment^ conceived violent ha- 
•* tred againft my deli verer^ and fought 
^* all means of revenge. The latter be- 
*^* ing lodged in a Convent^ the other 
** commanded the Bonzee to ^ve bioi 
•* poifon •, which brought liirii to thtf 
•' point o^ death. Hearing of his d^ii- 
" ger, I refolved to run the rifle of 
*' my reputation, rather than let my 
" benefadlor perifli. I ordered liim 
** therefore to be conveyed to my 
" houfe, that I might fuperintend his 
^' cure. I remained under the fame roof 
Vol. IV% K ** with 
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•* whii Jrinu i^id> th9 %rem&* piJifttf 

^« He jri m>.kfy imgceH. Wbacicyer 
•* is r«prefehif4 a? dift>rdcTjy iri iijuf 
♦* iMrriftge u» &3ic. h w^ V54^!(4)(efi 
•^ tad uw^MiftccJ l)y j»iy faifhcr. The 
^ Gcfitotl JiA-km ^9W t^MHefm^n or 
^ medbfort ^«h1 gave ^m^t^ u^u^ 
'< ble of &ti;UDg th^ Qontr^. $iic 
^ ^\\hm^ we arc married, wp hava 
** jp^Qt yet <5phabked. Tjh« Wflg a 
•^ priraie cQiicew bptwep man and 
«« wife* we tbpuglit it wuicceflSury to 
^< tjiQjublc your Majefty abopt it. The 
^^ liberty I take now i^ io obedience 
« tp your Majefty's command, to 
♦^ whQfc.wiftJom I refer the juftice 
>* pfmycaufc/* 

• Lilcrall/ « y«ry dean and pure.'' 

• ' ■ The 
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. ff I the Tu'Ckaytiin^ or Svipepief of 
'f the Viceroys, ^ielhykig by nf^mf* wth? 
^^ great mfpc& ^nd revtreoct pfoi^nt 
M .thi& memorial; to yom M^^yt Tha 
^^ rites qf marmgi plight to bo 
(( obfficved by xbcfathisj: mdmoi^iep 
i^ :Qf each party. Wbeo ^ futbor WAPtt 
^ to marry his ibp^ it bebqim him 
^^ to fork out a: womto o£ hotiour 
f^ and virtue^ My fop, who i^ i:re-' 
^< ated one of. the firft doAorlcf the 
** empire, cannot but underftaad all 
•* {he pereaiwi^s tod«uifej0M: ffiuch 

^* We being your Majefty's vaffals, and 

i^ ady^cfd tQ ith« .feOR^yr^lf gjiarge 

K 2 "of 
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^ of Mandarines, could nbt pfefume 
<< to take any fteps that wertixit-Ie^ 
<« gal. The young lady Sbuey-ping-Jn 
<< hath too much virtue and'gbod 
<^ fenfe to conient to any ftep loju- 
w rious to her reputation. What- 
<* ever therefore is reprefented as dif* 
^ orderly in their marriage, is contra- 
<< ry to truth. But all thefe troubles 
<* are brought upon me through the 
'* hatred and envy of certain perfons. 
^ This memorial I make in. obedience 
^^ to your Majefty, whofe wifdom will 
^* clearly difccrn the truth/* 

• tte fiither'of the young lady pre* 
iented alfo his memorial to the Emperor. 

• « I the Prefidcnt of the Tribunal 
1. ' - -. "of 
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*^. of Arms, named Sbucy-keu-ye^ with 
** great reverence and refpeft prelcnt 
** this memorial to your Majcfty, 
*• In marriage, there ought to be the 
^^ intire confent of both parties, free 
" from all force and compulfion. 
"With refpedt to my daughter,* 
** flic would by no means be pre- 
" vailed on to marry Kwo-khe-tzui 
•^ whole father being one of your Ma- 
f * jefly's great councellors, and having 
** charge of the whole empire, ought 
** to know all the laws and cuftoms. 
** And yet hath he been guilty of the 
" greateft outrage, and ftill perfifls in 
** prefenting memorials to your Ma- 
" jelly full of lies and falfehood, de- 
5' faming the honour of ladies, prin- 
** cipaUy that of my daughter ; who 
Kj ^*hath 
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** hath already prefented lier'ihcrfio- 
*• rial, which I beg leave to fefef to 
** your Majefty. . . : - 

Thefc five petitionis or membrrals were 
prefented to the Emperor. His Majef- 
ty received them, and calling togethet all 
the Mandarines of hi§ coUndl inftJ his 
palace, be required theni to take the pe- 
titions, and examine them carefully. 
They obeyed his commands, ^nd Were 
agreed as to the truth of the fa6:s, viz. 
That KwO'khe-tzu had carried away the 
lady by force : and that "Tiib-chang-u 
was in her houfe to be nurfed in his 
illncfs: but whether their behaviour 
together afterwards Was aS pure imd 
unblemilhed as was rtprefentcd, they 
could not dcterrtiihe. To this- end 

it 



A CBISfESE MlitOKt. t^^ 

It was MaCEaty \x^i9!3pAi^t ^i tk^Mm-^ 
darifie^ who £ttdd:tlie pdii of Ch^ 
Mm wkot ^ 4ga^ l¥^pe»«d. Im*^ 
m^vsfodf an ^d€r was i-flqed; out 
to ;dte that Mmdmtit befo£e^ tktm^it 
who accordingly arrived. The Em- 
iperor himfeffi ioamiiidd hitsL ^ Tou 
tbife were thtfl Gi^^^iar^ of cbartt ^ifiofi^ 
^re you ad^uabsted wkh the affair be-f 
twten Heb'^huHgru and Sbue^-fiBg^Jin ? 
Tidcc here thc£c Eyc memorialSyjcoi> 
fider thoroughly on which fide Hetf 
the tifuth,. and: tsUt nk, truly 29 fiar as 
^oa know v otfiierw^ yocr &all be pu- 
aifhed m the fatiie manner as the of- 
fenders thcmfdvtt:/* The Pm Che^ 
intn peruied the papers, and afiSi^ed 
Ins M^cfty that as far he had qp-* 
portunity of knowing, the dcfendantJ 
K 4 had 
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had aflerted nothbg but the truth ; that 
indeed with regard to the . regularity* 
of their marriage, afterwards^ he was not 
able to pronounce -about it, as it had- 
bcen altogether coaduaed at Pe-tii^. i 

The'Euniich CAw told the Ehiperor,; 
that^wkh refpeft to every thing that 
paft before, it might pofiibly be true ;; 
but after having been twice married,- 
it was not credible that they had ob- 
fcrved t^ drift a chaftity, as they would 
infinuate. The Emperor agreed that 
his remark was juft. Then he iffued 
out an order for all the Mandarines 
of the court to meet together at the 
palace the next nK>rning \ and for Tieb- 
chung-u and the young lady to attend 
them« 

CHAP. 
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TH E next morning when all the 
Mandarines were aflembled in 
the palace, together with Yieb-cbung-it 
and fais bride, the Emperor himfelf 
came amongfl them. [A/Tfaen they had 
performed the profound reverence * due 
to his. prefence,] his Majefty CMilered 
^ieb'cbttfig-u to ftand forth before him^ 
He obeyed ; and the Emperor feeing 
him to be a very graceful and well 
made youth -f, was pleafed with his 

* This is done by proflrating themfelves nine 
times before his throne, each time hitting their 
forehead againd the ground. 

See P. Da Hal^e, &c. 

-{* It Ihould feem from hence that he was not 
1>efore perfonally known to the Emperor, not- 
withilanding he was appointed tutor to his fon. 
Which is very credible. 

ap- 
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appearance : ** What, laid he, arc you 
the perfon that broke open the gates' 
of ^ab-quay^ and refcued the old man 
naoied Han-yuen^ together wklvbii 
yfffo and daughter ?" He . a^fwejKd 
in the affirmative. ^* Was it^you alfo 
that was protet^r of the general H^r 
hiaur HeC^fiedhisaflcnt., "Thcfe 
twc) exploits^ faid his Majefty^ indi* 
cate a difpofition highly to be applaud- 
ed ^ you oiuft cejrtainly have great cou- 
rage* When you went to the houfe 
of Sbu^'png'/m in order to be nurfed 
in your illnels, to remain under the 
fame roof with her five nights and days 
pure and undefiled^ts fach condud as 
was never heard of from the earlicft 
ages innir now : it is very extpor- 
dinary* Is this alfo true ?*' ^Tieb-chung-u 

faid. 
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fitid, ** It is very tjruc/* " A fi/lcere 
and juft msin^ laid; hb^ M^jefty> may 
[ft^iietimcs] be ihrt withi but qa# 
like, yau it is difficult ta find. ::But 
ydd' fay in yaujr petition yofi wer# 
twice niarried j how tiappeneej itbat?^ 

Tieb-cbun^'H npfwd^ed, " When I 
was carried to dtohoufe of the .y6urtg 
lady to be nuried in my illhels, there 
went abroad man^, evil reports . cdA^ 
Cerning us $ this occafioned M to be 
married twice. For when our parent! 
dgreed upon the marriage covenant; 
if we had come together at firil:, bur 
integrity would always, have remained 
in doubt: for the fame reafon we have 
hithato reGded in different apartments. 
And fince yoiif Maj^fty hath called our 
; L ' 3 con* 
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c«todiiJ9: in '^udlioiv we two hare bbed 
its 'the fub abibog douds ? now :we 
ly^mybur ^iajef^5 prcfencc^ we bc- 
ftt»eh you to caufe the fun to come 
frdtK ^behiitd that ofafcunty." The 
%xspetor tiftened to him wkh. great 
attention, and laid, *^ According to 
^ouri' account' Skfif^fh^'/^ is yet a 
Vixgau*^ ' He then ordered that young 
lady to ftand fbrdi before him: and 
when (he appeared he thou^c her 
beautiful as ah angeL He afked if 
her name V9Z^ Sbutf-fif^'fin. She an* 
fweied, " Yes/' ^* The Mandarine, 
'&id he, that was Chi-bieM of your city 
hath told me, that three times with 
great ingenuity you delivered yourfclf 
out ofthe hands of Xtt'^ibb^/zxr, Was 
it fb or not?'^^ Sbu^ph^-Jin replied, 

" lam 
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^^ I am a poor weak' gid: ^Kw^kb^-^zu 
found my Either was bani(bed into 
Tartary, and thcFefdre endeavoured 
to marry me. by cbmpulfion. Find^ 
ing that I was unable to. refill his 
power» I was obliged to praftife 
fome artifice to deliver mylelf out of 
his hands/' The Emperor heanng 
this, laughed] and laid,. *^ You that 
were afraid of Kwo-kbe-tzu^ how durft 
you take a young ftranger into your 
houfe to nurfehim ? Were.not you afiraid 
that people would raife evil reports 
of you ?*• She replied, •* When I was 
called upon to return, benefits fo great 
as thofe I had received, I no longer 
regarded fame or report." The Em- 
peror laughed again, and faid, ^^ In 
the beginning when you hardly knew 
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^Ufhikmtg'Vj you tdc*; Wm in wUhftut 
r^gprdipg the myjnnurfi 4Wi repr(»i;be$ 
tof th« worlds afterward* wbca you 
were cQiounandiKl by. your fkfaer Co 
tnarry hiniy vhy did you continue in &<- 
parate gpartmeots ?" She replied^ ^^ The 
inurmuring at firft vai but fmall, and 
I Jounv would eafily ceafe together 
irridi my acquaintaoce with that genr 
tleman. But now that a more £briouji 
tronnedion was going to take place 
between us by means of a regular marr 
riagCf there was danger of our incur<- 
ring a difgrace and infamy that would 
terminate only with our lives. But 
your Majefty hath fummoned me into 
your prefence, and wi^ great ibamc 
wA trembling J am come to appear 
before you.** The Emperor was great- 

ly 
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]y pteafed mth rbe ii^oujoul iQodefty 
smd diffidoiice yridi whxh Sht opeatd 
Jt^ icauie, ami fiud, ^^ Youog lady, if 
ypu hrrc all 4long kept your&lf pure 
and fpQdeft as at the fitit, there am 
oot CO be foynd a pair equal to yotf 
from IJie moft leaiote aotiquicy unto 
the prefent hour. You in particular 
ought to be cekbrated through all 
parts <Qf the world, a$ a ia'mt, I now 
order four Ewuchs to atteud thli 
youBg lady to the Emprels * : and let 
her aj^xnntfaer ladies to examine if ihe 
be truly a virgin or not/' 

Four 



* As polygamy 15 allowrf in Chiva, tbclSin- 
peror hath commonly a good number of wives ; 
tho' but one, to whom he gjvestbe ^e vfJSm- 
frefs, oxfthSt confirt', whp alone is allow^ to 
lit at table with him. Among thofe of the next 
Older are reckoned nine of aiecond^ and thirty 

of 
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Four Eunuchs immediately came 
forth, and cbnduded the young lady 
to t^ Emprcls'^ who received her^ 
and ordered ti^o of her attendants 
to anfwer the Emperor's inquiry* 
They retunied, a^d faid, "We have 
performed your Majefly's command. 



of, a third rank, and all of them Hyled 'wives. 
Next to them are thofe ftyled ^ens, bat who 
are in reality rather concobines : and of thefe he 
takes as great a nomber as he pkaCes, and keeps 
them in different apartments from thtf former, 
except he (hookl take a particular ftncy to any 
one of them, and bring her into the inward 
court. Bat in. general he (hews the moll refpeft 
and foyour to fhofe who brine him moft children^ 
cfpecially to the mother of the firft fon, tho* 
they are all inferior to her, whom he hath cho- 
fen t6 be the imperial confort, and are obliged 
to wait on her, while (he fits at table with him. 

Mod. Univ. Hift. viii. 164^^^^/ 'vide P. 
Magal. pag. 290. 308. &c. P. Semedo, 
pag. 113. &c. P. Du Halde, vol. i . p. 293 . 

N. B. The Mandarines take care in the ie- 
vera! provinces to chufe out the mofl beantiful 
virgins for the Emperor's afe. 

and 
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and prchiounce Sbuey-ping'-^n to be a 
fpotlcfs virgin.'* Then the Emprefi 
treated her with tea, and ordered their 
report to be carried to the Emperon 
His Majefty with great pleafure com^ 
municated it to the Mandarines of the 
court: and faid, '^ Although Sbuey- 
fmg'fin hath been twice married to 
Tieb'cbung'U by exprefs order pf their 
parents; and though he was before^ 
five days and nights with her in her 
houie I fhe hath neverthele(s kept her^ 
lelf pure and chafte. This hath been 
proved beyond all difpute. I am ricfa^ 
proceeded he, in having fb valuable 
a jewel in my empire. This is a rare 
incident that hath happened : and af- 
fords a light to my people; an ex- 
ample to all my fubje<as* Yet if I 
Vol. IV. L had 
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had hot examined into the affair my- 
iclf, fo much rare merit had been bu- 
ried in dilgrace : like a precious ftone 
that is irrecoverably loft */* He then 
afked the Mandarines, if this were true 
or not. They all anfwered with one 
mouth, " Your Majcfty hath examin- 
ed and judged ; and the decifion is 
very certain and compleat.*' 

The Emperor commanded the Man- 
darine Kwojho'fu to ftand forth, and 
laid to him, " You are a Minifter of 
ftate, and one of the firft counccllors 
of the empire, why did not you 



* His Majefty*s own words contain a more 
indelicate, but at the fame time a n\orc exaft 
image. The literal Portugutfe verfion is, Como 
hua pedra precioxa caida no eftirco, *' Like a 
precious ftone fallen into dung.** 

chaftifc 
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chaftife your fon ? He thrice endea- 
voured to force away a young lady of 
quality, and was guilty of other out- 
rages : [in which he was not only coun- 
tenanced by you : but you endeavour- 
ed yourfelf to defame the innocent.] 
Thefe are are crimes that cannot be 
pardoned/* Kwo-Jho-fu hearing thefe 
words, was ftruck with great terror 
and confufion, and falling on his knees, 
proftrated himfelf on the ground : 
•* Tieb'cbung'U and Sbuey-ping-Jin^ faid 
he, both of them young perfons, had 
cohabited in the fame houfe: finding 
they had been upon this footing, I 
could not help fufpedling the worft. 
Your Majefty therefore I hope will par- 
don me." Then the Emperor com- 
manded Fang-yo to be called forth, and • 
L 2 faid 
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&id to him : " You are the Ccnfor 
of the empire ; why did not you make 
a more exa£l; inquiry into this affair^ 
before you prefumed to reprefent it 
to me ? It was great injuftice to g^ve 
a falie reprefentation of a cafe, wherein 
the fame and honour of fo many per- 
Ions were concerned. If I had not 
judged and examined it myfelf, but 
had refted fatisfied with your report, 
the truth had been hid under reproach 
and infamy." That Mandarine hear-% 
ing words at once fo juft and fevere, 
was ftruck with confufion and difmay, 
and falling upon his knees, proftrated 
himfelf on the ground, crying out, 
^^ I deferve punifliment, let your Ma- 
jcfty do with me what feemeth good/* 
The Emperor then called forth the 

govcr- 
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governor W^-pbey^ who prefented him- 
fclf before him. His Majcfly faid, 
*• As you, though lately made a doftor, 
and newly promoted to your poll, had 
fuch regard to juftice, and -could refifl 
the temptation of fo large a bribe: 
and as you have been the inftrument 
of delivering Sbuey-ping-Jin from her 
difficulties, and of reftoring her to her 
good fame ; for fo much care and pains 
you deferve to be promoted higher. 

Then his Majefly pronounced fen- 
tence according to the following de>- 
claration. 

** I THE Emperor difpatdi and 

•• publift this my order to all my 

^ officers throughout the empire. 

L 5 ^* There 
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" There hath appeared an inftancc 
" of fuch rare merit that it deferves 
^\ to be magnified and applauded 
*^ throughout my dominions; and 
** affords an example of virtue and 
** integrity to all perfons of both 
" feyes. Sbuey-ping-Jin is a young 
** maid of great virtue, and forti- 
" tude. By her virtue fhe thrice 
" refifted the moft prcffing attacks, 
'' in order to preferve hcrfclf chaftc 
*' and pure. By her fortitude (he 
** returned the kindncffes of her be- 
" nefaftor, though at the hazard 
" of her reputation : for (he carried 
'^ to her hou(e a man, a ilranger, 
*' to nurfe him in his illnefs, not- 
'' withftanding (he was a lonely or- 
*' phan. All this virtue and ex- 

** cellcncc 
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*' .cellencc lay hid and contemned 
" by the world, 'till I the Emperor 
*' difcovered it : I have found that 
** it is moft pure and unblemilh- 
" ed, and deferves to be ejctolled 
" through all parts of my empire/* 

" With regard to Tieh-cbung-u^ht is 
" a moft excellent young man, of 
*' great virtue, jufticc, and courage. 
** He was not afraid to enter into 
^' the palace of a man of the firft 
*V quality, breaking open his gates 
•* in order to refcue from oppreffion 
^^ an old man, his wife, and daugh* 
** ten He was likewife proteftor 
** of the general Hubiau^ anfwer- 
" ing for his conduft. He alfo 
" delivered Sbuey-ping-Jin out of the 
L 4 ' " hands 
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** hands of violence. He was mar- 

•* ried to her twice, and yet pre- 

*' ferved her purity and chaftity 

** together with his own : at the 

*' fame time that he fufFered re- 

<* proach for his conduft. All 

*' this was unknown, but I the 

'^ Emperor have myfelf examined 

^^ into it, and find it true. He is 

<* worthy to be praifcd throughout 

" the empire, and ought to be ad^ 

•« vanced above all captains. He 

•' defcrves to receive Sbutf-ping-fin 

^^ for his wife, and Ihe is worthy 

^' of fuch a hufband : they ate both 

^* of tranicendanc virtue. I the 

<< Emperor am extremely fatisfied 

*^ with them hotb» and applaud 

y them highly. I therefore advance 

2 « the 
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** the faid Tieb-cbung-u to the order 
•' of Ta-biO'tfe i^, or Magiftrates of 
<« approved capacity^ and moreover 
" conftitute him firll Co-lau or Aff- 
" nijier of State. And as for Sbuey- 
^* pf^g'fi^y I make her a Fu-gen or 
*' dutchefs *. I myfelf will be medi- 
*' ator or bridelman between them ; 
^^ on which account I make them 
" a prefent of a hundred pieces of 
^< fine gold 4-? and a hundred * * ♦ 

«< of 



f Sec vol. 1. pag. 74. note. 

♦ The titles of honour beftowed on women 
in China, are independent of, and bear no affim 
nity to thofe of men. See various kinds of fe« 
male titles in P. Du Halde, 'vol p, 633, 4, 5, 6, 

The title given in the text feems to be ori- 
ginally the fame with that mentioned in voU 
I* pag- 23. Tht Editor could find no ac- 
count of it in any other book. 

4- In the Portugue/if Cm Pa't de ouro. — II 

ihoal4 
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" of gold and filver *• I alfo ap- 
** point to each of them ten royal 
** 'vefts out of my own wardrobe, 
*' and to each of them a crown. 
" Let them be accompanied with 
*' my own mufic : let all the pre- 
*' parations for their marriage be 
** furniihed out from my own pa- 
** lace: and let the bride be car- 



Ihoald have been obfenred in the former note. 
pag. 109. that what the Portuguefe and fcveral 
other nations call Loaves of GoU, are by the £n- 
gli(h called Shoes of GoU, ^nd by the Dutch 
Goltfchut mr Boats of Gold from their oblong cur- 
ved form refembling a Shoe or Boat. A hun- 
dred of thefe are worth more than 10,000]. 
ftirling. They arc of the very iineft and purcft 
gold. Tavemier, part 2. pag. 8. 

* The Portuguefe verfion of this paflage is, 
E cem feffarios de ouro difrata e de tot as maneiras : 
the Editor confefles he knows not what to make 
of the word peffarios^ which he hath not found 
explained in any didkmary. It fcems derived 
from fefar to weigh. 

" ried 
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*' ried to the houfc of her fpoufe 
*' with imperial fplendor, accom- 
" panied by all the councellors, 
^^ Mandarines and officers of the 
" court. I the Emperor appoint 
" this for the example and encou- 
" ragement of the juft and good." 

With regard to the Mandarines Sbuey^ 
" keu-ye and Tieb-yingj I exalt them 
" three d^rees * higher in their 
** rank, as a reward for the good 

. •« edu- 



• Thefe degrees are a kind of honorary dif- 
tindlions ; and where a Mandarine^s condud de- 
fcrves either flight reward or punifhment, his 
fuperiors are content with railing or lowering his 
rank three or four degrees : what renders thefe 
diflin£lions important, is the Mandarine^s being 
obliged to put at the top of whatever orders he 
i^ues out, the number of degrees he hath been 
advanced or degraded. For inftance, J, B, rat- 

fed 
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^* education they gave their fon and 
" daughter/' 

*• As to the governor Wiy-fbeyj I rc- 
^' mand him back to his poft of 
^* Cbe-bien for three years, after- • 
^^ wards he fhall be exalted to a high- 
« er office, for his great juftice." 

5* As to the former governor the Pao 
*• Cbe-bien^ who gave fo juft an ac- 
'^ count of the afiair, he is hereby 
** exalted one degree higlier." 

fid tbreg degrees^ or turned iacJt three degrees, dotb 
P've notice, t^c, 67 this means his reward or 
punilhment is known to the common people. 
When a perfon hath been nufed ten degrees^ 
he may expeft to be advanced to a foperior 
Mandarinate : on the contrary, if he has been 
deprefTed ten degrees, he is in danger of lofing 
liis employment. 
P.Du Halde, toI. i. pag. 258. 

** At 
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•* As to the Minifter Kwo-Jho-fu^ who 
*^ in fb bad a manner bred up his 
<^ fon^ and hath defamed the repu- 

• •* tatiott of worthy perfons, he hath 
^* deferred death 5 neverthelefs as he 
** hath ferved me a long time, let 
*' him be carried to the Tribunal of 
'** Crimes, let him there be divefted 
" of his office, and receive fifty 
" ftrokes or baftinadoes *• 

" As 



* In Ch'na the greateft miniilers are not be- 
yond the reach of punifhinent ; upon detefiioa 
of their guilt the Emperor treats them With as 
little ceremony as the meaneft of his fnbjedts.-:? 
Inftances of this kind, often occur in the court 
of Pf-king^ and ocafion vtry little noife or 
difturbance. 

P, Le Compte tells us, that when he was in China 
three Mandarines of the rank of Co-lau * or Prime 
Minifter had taken bribes. The Emperor who 
was informed of it, deprived them upon the fpot 

of 



♦ See vol ufifg. 7«. rfthisHift. 
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*' As to the Ccnfor Fang-yo, who gave 
" in a falfc accufation, let him 'be 
** degraded of his rank three de- 
*' grees, and amerced three ydaxt 
*^ income of his falary/* 

'' As to the young man Kwo-khefzUj 

. •* who thrice attempted to carry 

" oS i^buey^ping'Jinj and gave poifon 



,of alltheir employments. " I know not, fay» 
•' he, what became of the other two ; but the 
•* third, an ancient maeiftrate, venerable for 
*' his age, and edeemed for his capacity, wai 
** condemned to guard one of the gates of the 
•* palace, with a company of common (oldiers 
*' among whom he was enrolled.— I faw him 
" myfelf one day in this ftate of humiliation, 
•' he was upon duty as a private centinel ; but 
" in palfir g by him, I (hewed him the fame 
•* refped that every one elfe did, in bowing the 
•* knee to him : for all the Cbine/e full retain- 
•* cd a refp'jct for the (hadow of that dignity 
*' with which he had been To lately invclUd." 
yoi torn, 2 . pa^, 6. 



cc 



to 
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" to ^ieb-chung'U \ notwithftanding 
" that it did not take efFedt, he is 
" guilty of a heinous offence. Let 
• " him be delivered therefore to the 
" governor of his city, in order to 
*' receive a hundred ftrokes or bafti- 
*' nadoes *, and afterwards to be ba- 
** nilhed twenty leagues from the 
" place for life/* 

" I the Emperor pronounce this fen- 
*' tence upon every one according to 
'^ his defcrts. Thofe that do well 
" fhall be rewarded : thofe that do 
** evil Ihall b^ punilhed. Let this 
*' fentcnce be publilhed throughout 
*' the empire.** 

• Fewer blows tban thefe are frequently fuffi- 
cient to difpatch a perfon. 
See vol. 2. pag. 190. note* 
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CHAP. X. 

THE Emprefs {hewed great /a* 
vour and kindnefi to Sbutf-ptng- 
Jin J and difmiflcd her with very rich 
prefents : commanding four Eunuchs 
to attend her to the Emperor, His 
Majefty received her in the mod gra- 
cious manner, and faid, " That you 
a Httle maid, ihould poilefs fuch forti« 
tude, and be withal fo pure and fpot- 
lefs, affords an inftance not to be equal* 
ed in hiftory. 1 have now reftored 
you to that reputation, which you were 
in danger of lofing : and have caufed 
your virtue to be publi(hed through all 
. the empire. To-day you may be mar- 
ried with credit and honour, and I wifli 
you both good fortune, and long life: 

that 
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that you may beget a numerous fk« 
mily, who may be all virtuous like 
their parents, and inherit all the hapi» 
pinefi I wiftx to yourfelves.** 

Immediately Tieb-cbung-u^ Sbuey-^ng* 
fin^ and all the Mandarines, returned 
thanks to the Emperor for his good- 
nefs, and withdrew. Then the new- 
married couple fet out for their houfe, 
accompanied by the Mandarines in 
great pomp and magnificence: and 
as they pafled along in proecflion, the 
ilreets refounded with the applaufes and 
acclamations of the people. 

Thus did Shuey-ping-fin after all her 
troubles at length attain to the higheft 
glory : which gave occafion to the foU. 
lowing verfes. 

Voi. IV. M T:\^t 
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S'ie rofes till sbey are opiM% yield m 

S'be precious ft ems till tbey are gromdj 

caft no luftre^ 
S'ime of great cold occqfions [/peed: So dotb 
adveicfity^ diligence in virtue.'] ♦ 

When the young GOiq)Ic were ar- 
rived ^at their houfe in all this fpkn- 
dor^ a table was placed in the middle of 
the halU which was lighted up in the 
moft brilliant manner. Then in the 
prefence of all the conlpany the bride- 
groom and bride bowed down their 

• The words of the Portuguefe verfion arc as 
follows, viz. 

^s rofas nao eftoo aperios^ nod daz cberos. 
As pedras preciozas nas/aS moHdoj naJ tern lux. 
^empo de granaefrio fas nacer fula$ \^fpecie de fula\ 
mui hsa q. tern cberotca. 

The laft of thefe lines the Editor frankly con- 
fefTes he knows not what to make of, and hat 
fubftituted the laft line of the Englijb tranflatioD 
merely as a conjedlural fupplement. 

5 heads. 



A CHINESE HISTORY. 163 

heads, and making their courtefies and 
reverence, exprcfled their gratitude to 
the Emperor and Emprefs for all their 
favours. They alfo bowed down their 
h^ads to their father and mother with 
great duty and reverence. Afterwards 
they performed their refpeds to all the 
Mandarines who accompanied them 
home, giving them many thanks. This 
ended, a magnificent banquet was fcrv- 
ed up with great pomp and fefUvity. 

When the banquet was over Tieb^ 
chung'U and his lovely bride performed 
the ufual ceremonies : after which the 
Mandarines took their leaves, and went 
back to the palace^ to inform the 
Emperor that ali things were com- 
pleated, and that the new- married re- 
M 2 turnei 
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turned their moil grateful acknowledg- 
ments for his goodnefs. 

Kwo-Jho'fu received his own punifli- 
ment \^ith refignation; but when he 
&w the fentence pafled on his fon, he 
was overwhelmed with an afflidion not 
to be exprcflcd. The Cenfor Vang-yo 
was alfo greatly afieded with the re- 
proof he met with. Thus all received 
the chaftiiement due to their faults. 
On which account Tieb-cbung-u com- 
pofed the following verfes. 

Th wicked man dotb evil^ not regarding 

bow tbe end may turn out : 
Wben tbe time com^tb^ bejhall not efcape ; 

beJhaUfind according to bis works. 
Be converted by tbe example tbou beboldeft^ 

Refolvt 
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'Refdv£j O man! to do goad \ it Jhall 
redound to thy fame and glory *• 

Tieb'cbung'U and Sbuey-ping-Jin after 
they were married, lived happily many 
years ; having the greateft aflfedion 
for each other. Tieh-cbung-u extolled 
his charming wife, expatiating on her 
virtue, and merit, and thanking her for 
the benefits he had received at her hands 
in times paft, attributing to her the 
high rank to which he was at prefent 
exalted. On the other hand (he was 
as full in her encomiums on her be- 



• The Porfugue/e vcT^onls, 
mao home^ malfas^ nas atenia o fim como v^ : 
^hegando a tempo nas efcapara^ conforme dbra fe 

ttcharM. 
Converte te do exemplo do que ve c 
Proponha homt de hem fax^r^ a boa fama t gl$* 

ria ha de ter. 

M 3 loved 
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loved hulband : thanking him a thou- 
fand times for the many favours fhe 
had received from him, afTuring him 
that (he could never fufRciently repay 
them ; that fhe was not worthy to be 
his handmaid ; but tho* (he was his 
wife, (he would be always humble and 
obedient to him her hu(band, ferving 
him all her life with the greatcft affec- 
tion. Accordingly they made the fol- 
lowing verfes on each other. 

Jbe new tnarried couph go to their houfe 
with great fplendor and fragrance : 

It is in order that their gcod deeds and 
example may be fpread abroad : 

While their worth lay bid ivithin the heart 
it v:as not perceived : 

Now 
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Tfow the time is arrived that it is gui-^ 

UJhed through all the w^rld *• ji 

From this time Tieb-cbung-u and 
ihuey-ping-Jin hulband and wife, lived xq^ 
gether in the greateft harmony, ob- 
ferving the mod exemplary virtue, and 
ierving the Emperor with all fincerity ; 
He executing the office of Co-lau pr firft 
Minifter and counfellor of the ftate, 
with great fidelity and Ikill, fo that he 
was beloved and admired of all. 

Both Tieh'Chung'U and Shuey-ping-Jim 
afford a ftriking example of virtue and 

* The Portuguefe words arc, 
Os dous cazados 'vem a cafa far todo camiuho -com 

grande lux e cheiro : 
For bom obra e exempo que fe eftende 
Dentro de corafao que home naS intended 
J a cbegau o tempo que por todo mundo/e tftende, 

M 4 integrity. 
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int^ity. May their fame be Iprcad 
abroad for ever ! * 



Hau Kiou Cboaan^ or T!hepUaftng hif-^ 
tcry is concluded. 



* From thefe words one mi^ht be tempted tp 
ittppofe that the foregoing hiHory is founded 
en real fa^. 

N. B. The Editor hath been careful to exhi- 
bit the exad form in which the Cbine/e AuthOF 
concludes his book. 



THE END. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

CJ^ H E following piece was found among the 
-^ papers of the gentleman^ to whom we are 
indebted for the foregoing Tranflation^ and affords 
the fecond fpecimen that hath yet appeared in any 
European language of the talents of the Chi- 
ncfefor dramatic compofition : the Orphan of the 
houie of Chao, puhlijhed by P. Du HaUe being 
thefirji. 

Altho^ the Chtnefe have nofuch diJlinSiion as 
Tragedy ^7«^ Comedy, yet as the following 
fpecimen differs in many refpeSisfrom that of P. 
Du Halde^ reprefenting characters in lower life^ 
and being founded on incidents neither fo tragical 
nor important ; the Editor atfirji was doubtful^ 
whether it might not be conftdered as a kiruL of 
fpecimen ^Chinefe Comedy : but upon propofing 
the quejlion to a very ingenious and learned 
Friendy he received the following fenjible remarks^ 
which he here prefents to the reader ^ as a Cri- 
tique on the piece. 






There is not much room to make obfervations 
on the Chinefe Jkeleton ; as the fable is all 
you have before you : which yet hag^nething 
" of unity in ity tho* it conftjis ofyBSm["mem* 
'' bersy and tho^ the aSiion heg/K^Ji mon* 
*^ Jlrous dijiance from the catajtr^m\ and is 

'< very 
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« ^ery inartificially conduSied* Ths piece cm^ 
•' not however be reprefented as a fpecimen of 
•' Chinefe Comedy : for though the characters 
'^^ want greatnefs^ and the events importance^ 
** yet thefe enter not into the ejfential charaSferi^ 
** flics of the two dramas. The eJfenceofCome" 
•* dy^ ts to paint charaSfers and manners : thai 
** rf Tragedy ^ to excite terror and pity thrf the 
*' medium of a^ion. But there is really (as I 
♦' obferved) fomething of unity attempted in the 
** aSfion here^ thd the conduct of it is very rude 
*' and perplexed. The want of greainefs in the 
"** perfons and events^ indicates a defeSi in the 
** compcfition^ hut does not alter the nature of 
** the poem, George Barnwell remains 
*' flill a Tragedy y tho* its characters are of the 
♦* very loweft kind^ and the diflrefs only of a tri^ 
" vote family. But the CcAm^^ Author hath not 
•* without fome art contrived to interefi us in 
*< the diflrefs of his principal perfonages. Our 
*« compajfion is equally excited^ when we fee 
•< the Chinefe matron and her fon in poverty^ 
** and with difdain and reluStance obliged to de^ 
•* pend upon alms, as when we fee the favorite 
<^ of kings in a dungeon. Our terror is after^ 
•< wards attempted in the feveral dangers and 
** rough diflreffes they have to encounter: and at 
** the fame time that we were engaged to admire 
** their fleady and conjlant virtue inftruggUng 
** thro* them^ we are inter ejled in all their for- 
** tunes i till in tl?e conch/ton we are taught tUs 

** impor^ 
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*^ important moral, that virtue is abh to force its 
" way tbro^ thofe danger Sy difficulties and £[-> 
*' trejfes to which it may be expofed^^ 

After all it may be quejiioned whether the 
Chinefe Author had in view either to paint cha^- 
rasters and manners y or to excite terror or pity^ 
as his immediate end. The piece feems rather ta 
refemble thofe peculiar productions of the Spa- 
mihjlagey whofe fole deftgn is to puzzle and j- 
mufe the fpe£iatorSy by the furprizi?Jg turns and 
revolutions of an intricate plot. 




INTRO- 



INTRODUCTION. 

PLAYS generally accompany the enter- 
tainments of ceremony given by the Chineji 
Mandarines, and are a£ied while the gaefb are 
regaling at table. When the guefts are firft 
feated, four or five of the principal Comedians 
enter the hall in rich dreilesy and making low 
bows ail together, hit their foreheads agaioft 
the ground. Then one of them prefents the 
priaapal goeft with a book, containing in let- 
ters of eold, the names of fifty or fixty plays ; 
which they have learnt by heart, and are ready 
to a£i upon the fpot. After fome complimen- 
tary refufals and offers to others, the principal 
gueft pitches upon one : which the chief Come- 
dian carries round to all the company for their 
approbation. — If any one of the gueds fhould 
chance to have a name fimilar to one of the Dra-^ 
matis Perfona or the Kke, that play is fet afide 
' and another chofen. 

The reprefentation begins with Chlnefe mufic, 
viz. bafons of brafs or fleel, whofe found is harfh 
and (hrill ; drums of buffalo (kins ; flutes ; fifes and 
trumpets. There are no decorations for the plays ; 
they only fpread a carpet on the floor and the Co- 
medians make ufe of lorne adjoining rooms, froni 
which they enter to adl their parts. One afior ge- 
nerally performs two or three parts. — The ladies 
are placed out of the hall over againft the Co* 
medians, where through a lattice of Barn-boo and 
a filken net they can fee all« unfeen themfelvcs. 
P. Du Halde, v. i.p. 299. v. 2. p. 175. &c. 

N. B. Plays are fometimes adled on ilages in 
the openftreets, but we don't find that they have 
any regular theatres or play-hoafes. 

THE 
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AN aged matron and her fon of 
good defcent, being in great po- 
vercyt difcourfe about their condition, 
and find no means of fupport but in 
begging alms; to which they bring 
themfelves with great reludance and 
confufion. 

They meet with aMandarine*s daugh- 
ter, who is wandering about in dif- 

content 
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content on account of a difference be* 
tween her and her father. She inquires 
what reduced them to that way of life, 
and finding by their difcourfe that they 
are of good education and parentage, 
gives the fon money, and takes the 
mother to attend on her. 

The fon departs for his own country, 
and in his way goes into a iea-Jhop ♦, 
kept by an old woman and her daugh- 
ter : who, underflanding his condition. 



• Thefc are a kitul of cofFee-houfcs or places 
of regale. They arc called by the Chineje cha* 
^uan-tze. All populoas cities abound with them 
(chiefly in their luburbs,) as alfo with a kind of 
taverns for wine. In the great earth-qaake 
which happened at Pe-king in 1731, the Je- 
/uites tell us that there were no leis than eightir 
Aerfons dag out of the ruins of one of thofe 
Tea SHOPS. 

Set Lettres edif, xx. Pre/, f, 34.— ,v;«rw./. 27. 

and 
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And perceiving him to be a perfoa of 
a good mien, take him in, to ferve 
inthehoufef* 

A young Mandarine, a great rake^ 
coming there to drink tea, conceives 
an inclination for the wpman^s daugh* 
X^r i and finding fhe i^ not to be hdd 
upon eafier terms, offers to take her into 
hia houfe to keep her. 

The old woman contents | but tlui^ 
young one rejefting his oflfers. He lends 
fome of his fervants to take h^. away 
by force: but fhe is reicued by their 
new fervant. 

f AUKodgh A fft^t liamW of inejl aikt 
inaid fervaiits bind themfelves flaves in CM« ; 
yet there ate (bme, to whom^ they give wages as 
in £urofii P. Du Haide, vol. p. t. 278. 

Vol. IV. N tJpoft 
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UpoiT this the young Mandarin* 
gives in ^ accufation againft him, ind 
hath him carried befort a Mandafifift 
of juftice : by whom he is punifhed 
With tlic baftinadb * ; and hath the 
'Can-ghef or wbckleh rUff, dtcd about: 
"his neck to walk iht ftrfcets With. 

Thfe 



• No fetitence 15 exfecttfed in C^tna, btft 
the bajlinado precedes it of courfe. Sec an ac • 
count of this punifhinent in the foregoing Hift. 
vol. 1. pag. 18S. taolie. 

<*.. f. Thtst pttnilhment it norie infi^mous than 

the baftinado ; the Can-ghe is compofed of twt> 

(({^itfikMctiA, liolMwtd in tlie middle to firthe 

. neck of ofljepders. fo,that they form a kind pf 

iiioveaUe pn!6fy: ' Sdme ^e' thtec feet iqasfe 

and five or fix inches thick ; fo that the wearer 

can neither fee his feet, nor pat his hands to his 

;Bioiah. ao^ moil befed by othtrs. The com- 

.Bioa (on are fifty or li)^ potmds weight: 

fbttt ib^fie weigh zoolb. .When it is fixed On 

the neck, they paAe on eack nde, over the place 

where it' joins,' two flips of paper aboat f66r 

• iHtlMl broad, on whicli they fix .a. (bal th^vt the 

boards 
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. /!rj^ young. f^Uh Mand^iac.;i^t 
fatisfied with this punilhincnl;^ arfM 
himfclf and his fervants with cudgels, 
fdblyipg tp-I^e^i; JiifP to 4c4Ch* .... , 

• ;, Tbey go in fe^riQl> pf him a^\tt fijc 
^ftrecliSy ;ind find, bim HttepdqJ l?3f Ws 
jQiing^auftrfffs: jjjprefti^i l^^hg is ff^di(^ 

him ; he being unal^e t,9 ^()k)^}ipfy^^ 

on account of his collan 

* . .. ' . f • . . ' • 

Thff attack hUii with their cju)t>j : 

j3Ut b^ l^ipg ^ Tc/bli)te ywih^aod h^vii^ 

.hi« h4fids gt liberty^ bc^ thqn^ aad 

;by whirling hip fQur-cowred collar* 



boards mzy tiot be tipened. On thift paper is 
written the cri^ie for which it is infii&ed, and 
liowlbngitistplaft. / 

P. Dtt Halde, vql. i, ji. 3* 3 1 1 . &c, P. Semedo, 
IUI41. ' .J ? 

N 2 ftrikes 
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ftrikes' the young Mandarine on the 
head, and kills him. 

The governor of the ftrcet or ward, 
comes and takes both him and the 
woman into cuftody, — Being brought 
before a Mandarine called Nan-baym^ 
he relates how he was attacked, and 
' obtains his releafe. 

But the Mandarine conceives a liking 
f(Mr the young woman, and takes her 
• into his houfe : at which his wife is 
much difplealed, and, while her huf- 
band is abfent, lets her out of the place 
in which (he had been confined. 

A fuperior Mandarine, being inform* 
ed of the death of the young rake 

above- 
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abovcmentioned and the young woman 
being accufed as the caule of it, and of 
all the reft of the difturbance^ fends an 
order or fummons for her to appear 
before him. 

The order being carried to the Man^ 
darine, who had had her in cuftody : 
he commands her to be brought forth 
and delivered up. — They bring him 
Word fhe is releafed by his wife and 
fled : upon which he is in the utmoft 
confufion, not knowing how to anfwer 
it to his fuperior. 

After he hath recovered himfelf a 

little, he calls his fervants and charges 

them all to go in fearch of the young 

woman. They objeft how impoffibfe 

N 3 it 
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it i^ to recover htt as Ihe hath tx^rt 
gone fome time, a^ ncMit of ^eaV 
know her face or peribn. 

He is again at a lofs: ^t laft he 
tells them the neceflity of fending fome 
^oman to the fuperior Mandarine, tod 
thercfort bids them gb and feize any 
one, whom they think will do as well^ 
and carry her before him, 

Hisfervants go upon the fcarch, and 
coming to a Jofs-bmfe or temple * on 

the 



• A Jofs-Uujt ifi an inferior kind of Pafoi/a 
or Temple. See an account of the latter in the 
foregoing bift. vol. t. p. 220. note. 

The Portuguefe^ who firft penetrated into the 
Indies, called the idol teniples Piz^/iz/, from the 
Ptrjian word Pout-ghtda ; which ^nifies a tem- 
ple. Some call the idol, as well as the telnpte by 
the fame word : but the fonner feems more pro- 

perl/ 
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tb? .high- way, find the Mandarine's 
daughter firll-mentioned, with the tf^ig" 

.'It ; I 

tron whom fhe had taken into her 
fervice. . . , 

(For flie had newly fled fron] her* 
father's houfe: He being accufed by, 
another Mandarine, difgracedi ^d de? 
graded, and having all his goods and 
family feized on : but not before he had 
found opportunity to dilpatch a fervanc 
to acquaint his daughter : which fervant 
had broughc her through the city-gate, 

perly expreflU by P^oJ, as the latter ty Pa£o4t 
or Fagode. ■ See A [pirated] accQum of the 
Eaft Indies under the iwgic of Captain Cofe, 
8vo, X75.8.. 

N. B. The Chioefc Joffes or Dciui-god's, arc 
fome of huipai) (baPe, fooie of moniirous figures : 
But all thffe idxUs ore generally made thick and 
i^iortp fb that la the IniUfis, when they would de- 
{cribe a fborc i^tperfon, they call hi^i ^Jofs-nrnk. 

N 4 and 
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and tbeii left her, as being unab}^ to 
affift her farther.) 

She 18 feized by the fervants diP- 
patched by the Mandarine Nan-ba^an 
abov0^menioned, and carried before the 
fuperior Mandarine, by whom (he is 
fcntenccd to lofe her head *. 

Being 

• Either the Aathor of this Play (like oor own 
imadern writers of Tragedy) hath not piqued 
Jiimfelf upon adhering to the ufages of his 
coantry, orclfe he reprefcnts times more ancient 
than the eilabliihment of fome qf thefe ufages. 
For imlefs it be in extraordinary cafes, no Man- 
darine can pronounce definitive fentence of 
death. See before, *vol. 2. pag, 275 note. 

N. B. Beheading is in China, edeemed a far 
inore infamous punilhment than ftrangling, be- 
caufe the Chiineje pafHonately defire to have thefr 
bodies preferved whole after their death, l^he 
ccpdemned is not expofed on a fcaffbld, but 
being made to kneel in fome public place with 
his hands tied behind him, a perfon holds him fo 
fad that he cannot move, while the executioner 
fOf»ing behind takes off the head at one Uroke, 
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Being brought to the place. of cxc-» 
cution, (which is performed at mid* 
night) the young man, whom (he had: 
relieved, haj^ens to be there; and 
when the Chop or wridng of th^ crim& 
comes tp be taken off [from her fore-t 
head,] in order to ftrike off her head, 
he fees her face and knows her again ; 
Upon which he fnatches a fword from 
one of the ofHcers, and attacks and 
drives them off. Then he and th? 
young lady make their cfcapc. 

But they are prefently after taken, 
and carried before the Mandarine, who 
ordered the execution : where the young 

and at the fame time lays him on his back with 
fach dexterity, that not one drop of blood fells 
on his cloaths. P, J^ fi^lde, vol i. p. 4. vol. 
?. p. 299. 

man 
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mam acquaiiKs Jbom chat (be is not t^c 

wbtnan^ whom the other Mandacioc 

Had in cuftody. Whkb be &0fling ti> 

be true, by ei^amining uicq t\K, pro- 

ceediogs of the &id MaodannCi^ ieoda^ 

fbrhiabead* 

. ' ■ ' 

: He then rekafcs the yowig ma^ 
and takes him iw> his fer vice for hU 
gallantry: but falU in love wjcb the 
young lady ; wd having nofy/i voife^ 
orders his wom^n fcrvant^ V> perfuadc 
her to comply with his defires. 

. This &C very peremptorily refufes 
,to his fervaotSs.aod alcer wards to hi^ 
face : upon which he orders them to 
|aU upon her, and co beat hei* fcvcrcly. 
^18 they do till Ae lies for dead. 
t.".\ Then 
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Then he orders the youftg man newly 
liaken ttitb his ferVlce, to cany hier 
f)ody and throw it into the river* 

He bears her to the^ river fide, 
but ihftead of throwing her in, takes off 
his coat and covers her body : and a&er 
iritich latpentation over one fromwhoni 
he had received fuccoiiir in his greateft 
extremity^ he goes to buy a ooffia top 
ber», 

In the interim a boat coming neaf 

* Tbe<;^m^ fecjA Ids sifraid of death* thaa 
#r wuuil^ a coffin after it> It is aitonifhiog to 
fee liow careful they are in this flie4>eft, and how 
softly th^ have them made^ and that commoiily 
before their4eachs. To provide the£r handfom^ 
|br their fields is a.pnaieof&osQf pieCf ; afK| 
flHft is carried to fttch eiccj^fi^ that a foil. wi]{ 
fometimes fell or mortgage himfelF ftr p^Mmrt 
fHoney to buy a coffin f<|r bis fither. . 

§0^ P, Q^ «aldf, rol. t, |). iSo. 306... 

the^ 
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the fhore, the people in ic difcover 
^mething more than common, . and 
finding it tobe a woman, carry her off: 
they being in fearch of women to fervc 
the Tartar Queen ♦, 

(For 

* This paiTage and thofe that follow in pag. 
jgi, igZt bfc.rc\3LUngtotJbeTariar^uun,Sc^. are 
extremely CQrioos, and worthy the attention of 
fhf learned : who will perhaps be furprized to 
find Tome notion of the Amazons^ aniong^ a people 
fQ remote from Grace^ and fo onacq«ainted with 
its fables, as the Chinefe. That the Scythians^ 
among whom the Amazons were foppofed to be 
featedy were no other than the ancient Tartars^ 
there is no doobt : and that there was fome 
ibondation for their flory b probable i from its 
prevailing (tho* not with all the fame circum- 
ftances) in two nations who could not poilibly 
"derive it from each other. This fable did 

. probably arife from the Scythian or Tartar wo- 
men Ravine fometimes appeared in battle with « 
mafcoline ferocity unknown ui countries, where 
the women lived fo referved as in Grtece and 

. China. A paffion for the marvellcas fuppHod 
ftUtlMreft. 

That the women of fome of the t#rs c)s» 
vilizcd nations bordering upon Cbina^ do teie- 

Cimet 
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(For the Tartar <^ecn being at war 
with' the Cbinefe^ had lent to' pickdrdcH 

■ ^" ■ ■ ■■for 



times enter Intd the field; af|>pears from (e* 
veral authorft. Martinius tell? us — that when 
China was invaded in 1621 by the Tartars t--^ 
^* Among other comxp^ers^ who came^wit)i 
" fuccours to the Chine/e, there was one heroic 
•* lady, whom we may call the Jmazon or'Pem- 
** thefilea oi China, She brought along with 
'•* her three thoufand '[men] from the reniote 
*' province of Su-chutn^ bearing nOt only a 
** mafcttline mind bnt habit, and even afliimiiig 
** titles more becoming a man than a womaii. 
** This heroine, who gave many rare proofs of 
'< her couraee, had come in the room -of her 
*' fon, an infant ; &c. For in the mountains of 
' " of this province of Su-chuenj there is a king- 
/' dom not fubjed to the Chine/e. but under a 
" government of its own, Ac.*' Fidi iMan 
Tartaricum ad fin. Atla, Sin. pag. 4. He, 

The above hypothecs relating to the A$itaxm$ 
will derive ftrength from the narrative of If- 
hrandt Ides^ who tells us, that among the Ton* 
guziofif, one of the people inhabiting Great 
Tartafyf ** the men and women go -cloathed 
'** alike, are both very ftronig, and that both 
** fexes, not excufing the young girls^ ride on 
** hoHeback, and are equally armed with bows 

" an4 
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fo^; [ar kidna|>] women. in thft^^epcmia^ 
iPomM;ry : and bad already carriei^ ^wajr 
{hip mother of the young man, who 
was along with this young lady in the 
JiffS'imfe or temple, a$ alfo the young 
wpfaan in whofc placfc (he bad like to 
haire been executed*) 

** and.vrowB* in thenfe of which the^ are verjr 
•« «xp«t." $ii^. 44, and lo^. 

• ' It^ppears alfo that -even the woiopo of tbs 
iMtmcie'w Tartarsf who conquered CJkSwf, did 
opt at firft aifiune cbfe reier^d isanacr9 of tb<e 
IC/^MA^ women : for wjiea the tfjrui Ambaffadars 
'iifrcra.fU NAN-iciiia in tt>^6^ they were aceWled 

is^ \ ifkriwrioH lady, w&o without anv ceremo- 
i^y examined their drefs^ and handled their 
iwoni«, with a freedom onkoown in China. Ste 

. ,;jPl|foie we quit this luljeQ^ we ought not 
to omit what the Je/Mtes telis us in their acCOoet 
i«t i^^.tkat the Bsfi^u Tartars vM a 
Qbimfi Genera], ai^oag other romantic fables^ of 
>> A kiogdoA peopled qaly by womeut who 

• V Cpnctived of thc»ielveS| and carried the fcrtut 
^<< ia.U&eir iUmach : t&ey had no breaiis, bat 
** ^ckled the child by a tuft of bair behiod the 
«' oecfc/* kc. P. DuBaldt^ W. ^./d;^. 378. 

> . The 
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V The ymmg mintidUMft «> die riireb 
ilde, ^nd fimiingtl«e jiK^ng^ady cartiod 
ixmyl go^ hack to ifc^ttliiRtthc Man^ 
define His 'ttiafter, th« life hath Oeciiti. 
cd his ordbrtv hM 'findfilhlBl my 
much concerned, for by this time he 
liad ftferfd^^hofe dWghter ihe* am. 

To prevent the truth ftorti eoming'to 
lief fathfel?'s knowieiige,' he ordctt the 
'yoting-rfiih to find'dtit^that Matiditrlhe 
'and 'kiti him. ' This lie -pretendsr^tb 
VndVftak^, and ih H{sieaith'l?^t»onthis 
very perfon, (who is then v^ndcrihg 
about in difgrace) without knowing him. 

' ' The difgftced Mattdttrnc, upon ih- 

'ijuiry, finding the yijung man hath no 

' intention bF harm to Wm; reveals hini- 

4 fdf. 
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felf,.and enters into a clofe confederacy 
.with him» to kill the Mandarine his 
inafter^ who ha4 fo highly injured both 
him and his dai^hten This they im^ 
-mediately put in execution* 
-.< 

The.yoUng tnan then goes to the 
wars againft the Tartars : where he be- 
haves with great courage; and, ie 
being the cuftom there for the women 
to fight, he encounters his owti mother^ 
, the Mandarine's daughter, and the 
young woRKia that belonged to the 
tca-Ihop. 

They recoiled each other^s facet 
with equal furpriza on both fides i In 
confequence of which the young maof 
notwithftanding he had for that time 

drove 
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drove off the Tartars^ determines Co 
take the firft opportunity to run among 
them, and be taken prifoner. 

On the other hand, the women pe- 
tition the Queenj that they may lay 
down their arms, not being able to 
fight againft an enemy, where they 
are in danger of killing, or being 
killed by, one fo dear to them, as a 
fon or friend, &c, • 

Afterwards the young man is taken 
prifoner and brought before the Queen, 
to whom he declares his reafons for 
furrcndering himfelf up. 

The Queen, much affefted with 

his ftory, lends for the three women. 

Vol. IV. O and. 



194 The Argument or Storv 

and, fetcing them at liberty,- commits 
them to his care* 

The Queen [induced by his reafons, 
and moved by his virtuous difcourfes] 
Xbon makes peace with the Chinefe^ and 
retiring to a coavent becomes a Bonzefs 
or nun *. 

The young man, and the three w6- 
men return to China^ where they find 
out the fether of the young lady firft 



* In like manner as there are Pagodas or con- 
vents in ChttuL fall of Bnnzees or monks : fo 
there are alfo nunneries called Nien^ and Bom^ 
xeffes or nans, who live after the fame manner. 
They (have their beads, renounce marriage, and 
abflain from all converfe with men ; but they 
are not numeroas, neither do they obferve mo- 
saftic confinement. 

See P. Du Halde, vol. i. p. 518. Mod. Unin 
%. p. 175. Nieohofl^ p. $9. 

mentioned ^ 
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mentioned i who by this tinieis reftored 
to his rank and honours* 

He very much rejoices at the fight 
of his daughter 5 and gives her in mar- 
riage for a fir(t qr chief w^e to the 
young man. Who then takes the, other 
young woman for a fecond wife or 
concubine f . 

Upon this foilows the Emperor's 
patent to create him a great Mandarine 
for the fervices he performed. 

f The Chiiufe may have more wives tkan one, 

but the fifft or primary wife hath all the power, 
and is married with more ceremony than the reft^ 
whofe children are alfo deemed to belong to 
her : but their fituation is not at all di(repatable. 
N. B. All the ceremony required in taking one! 
of thefe fecond wives, is to fign a writing with 
their parents : whereby they engage to give a 
certain fum agreed on, and to ufe their daughters 
well. See P. Da Haide, vol. i. p. 304* 

O a H« 
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He receives the habit of that order 
of Mandarines to which he is advanced : 
and agreeably to that quality cloaths 
his mother and both his wives *. 

Then they receive the congratula- 
tions of all their friends. 

* The mothers and wives of the Mandarines, 
as their fons or hufbands are advanced to higher 
offices and dignities, have certain honourable 
diftinflions both in their habits and titles, ap- 
pointed them by the Emperor. 
P* Semedo, p. 133. 
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pIe<Slitur. £a omnia legitimo literarum nume- 
ro conftant, et quinque vocum ordine. Inter 

quinque carminum librM unus in expH- 

candis antiquorum principum rcAe fecufque 
fadis ita verfatur, ut malis terrorem addat, 
bonis calcar ad virtutem. De flofibus etiam, 
de plantis, atque id genus rebus aliis vufgati 
verfus, ea tamen religione,nequa fabularum 
tormentis, ut noftrorum poctarum fert genius, 
in ilia fcriptura fit locus* Sunt enim in eo 
toti, ut eo congruentia rerum naturalium, mo- 
rum venuftatem doceant. Infunt iis quaedam 
de amando, fed caftitatem magis, quam nof- 
trorum poetarum molitiem fpirantia, magn^ 
decori ubique cura* 

Martitiij Hift. 3in. p. Iil« 
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Advertisement. 

7 T is the principal merit of thefe volumes that 
■^ they afford fpecimens of Chinefe compofrtion. 
^e Chinefe are known to hejiow great attention 
on literature : this mujl excite our curiojity to ex^ 
amine their produSlions, We have already feen 
their attempts in profe^ and in that fpecies of ity 
which may be called Romance: it is a natural 
tranfition from thence to their Poetry, To enable 
the Reader to form fome judgment of this, we have 
thrown together the following FRAGMENTS. 
Few and trifling, as thefe may feem, they are al-^ 
, 7Ho/i all that have been publijhed in any European 
language. But had we larger pieces of this kind, 
they would after all give us a very incompetent idea 
of the fubjeSl. The flowers of Poefy are of fo de- 
licate a nature, that they will feldom bear to be 
tranfplanted into a foreign language. From a 
tranjlation we can only judge of the fentiment, 
the peculiar beauties of the exprejjion will efcape 
us. Hence it is that the firfl artlefs produ5lions 
of any people will he tranflated with greater eafe 
and advantage, than thofe of a nation that is more 
civilixed and refined \ as in the one, we expeSf 
only the voice of fentiment\ in the other the Ian-- 
guage offludy and reflection : in the one the pure 
effuflons of nature, \n the other the Jludied refine- 
ments of art. To be fenfible of this, we need 
only compare the literal verfions of a pfalm of 
David, and of an odeofHorzQQ : the former will 

Vol. IV. O 4 fiM 
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Jiill retain much of that majejlic ftmplicttyy which 
it p^jpjfes in the Hebrew : while the latter will 
he Jiri-ped of all thofe little namelefs elegances 
and graces^ which charm us fo in the original, 
This will alfo inform us^ why a late tranflation 
of feme Erie Fragments appeared fofiri king and 
poetical^ whereas the mofi fprighily French 
fong^ or the fublimejl Grecian ode in a literal 
profe verfion^ would have been negleSied. 

The nearer any people are to a flat e of wild 
nature^ while their cujloms and notions are few 
andftmplcy it is eafy to conceive that their Poetry 
will be eafy and intdUigible to other nations^ be~ 
caufe it will contain defcripticns of the mofi ob^ 
viciis femes ^ and will be animoisdby fnch images as 
are fetched from the fir ft arJ tnoff jlriking 'jieivs of 
nature : vjhereas ivhcn a people have been long 
trained up in a fate of civil policy^ when their 
cufloms and mariners have been carried to the 
highejl pitch cf refinement^ and their religious 
notions and ceremouies become vaiicus and com- 
plicated^ their poetry vjill al'-Aind with fuch con- 
Jtant aliufions to their own peculiarities^ as will 
feem harjh ar.d obfcure to ether nations. Tims 
the artlefs beauties of a Laphndy^;;p^, will have 
char7?is for every eye^ while the ftudicd aliufions 
to their own cufoms and mythclo^^y^ which fo 
confiantly recur in the Poetry of the Cj reeks and 
Romuns, mufl to a plain unlearned Reader in 
another language appear intolerably tedious and 

inftpid. 
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injipid. And yet the learned know what beauty 
thoje allujiom have in the originaL 

To apply the foregoing reJleSfions to the fubjeSi 
in hand: no people live under more political re- 
Jlraints than the Chinefe, or have farther depart^ 
edfrom aflate of nature : it is upwards of four 
thoufand years Jmce they began to form a civilized 
policed Jiate : their civil and religious ceremonies 
have in this time become infinitely complicated and 
numerous: and hence their cujloms^ manners^ and 
potions are the mojl artificial in the world. It 
will follow that the beauties of the Chinefe 
Poetry * muji of all other be the mojl incapable 
of transfufton into other languages^ and efpecially 
tnto thofcy whofe idioms are fo remote and unfuit- 
able as are all thofe of Luropp. // is hoped 
therefore that our Fragments will be read with 
fame grains of allowance^ 

If there appear a great inequality of Jiyle in 

• It may be affirmed of the Chinefe Poetry 
in genera], what one of the Miffionaries relates 
of the fongs or airs, with which the Chinefe 

embellifh their dramatic pieces, viz. [///J 

font dijficiles a entendre y Jurtout aux Europeans ^ 
puree qu* ellesfont remplies d* allufions a des chafes^ 
qui nous font inconnu'esy et des figures dans le langage^ 
dont nous a*vons peine a nous apperce^oir ; car les 
Chinois ont leur Poefiey comme nous aruons la mire* 
P. Du Halde, torn. 3. p. 342. 

. " the 
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the following tranjlat'tons^ and if form of them 
run lefsfmoothly than others^ it mufl he attributed 
to the different mediums^ through which they have 
been conveyed to us. Tfje Englifti verfton was 
made as literal^ as pojjihle^ lefi by aiming at ele- 
game it Jhould depart from the fenfe of the Chi- 
nefc 4)riginaL 



** Pour bien connoitre tn quoi confide la 
beaote de la Poefie Chinoife, il faudroit polTeder 
leor languc ; et comme la chofe n'eft pas aifee, 
auili ne peuc-on gucres en donner qu' uae idee 
fort fuperficicllc." 

P. Du Halde, torn, 3./. 290. 
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DISSERTATION 

O N T H E 

POETRY of the CHINESE. 

EXTRACTED 
From a Memoir of M. Freret. 

In VHifi. de VAcadamle Royal des Infcrip, &f 
Bell, Let, (Depuis l^il jufques 17 17 J 

WITH ADDITIONS. 

" 'TT^ H E Chinefe language is the . 
«« X mod mufical and harmonious 
" of all we are acquainted with ; for 
** the words, which compofe it, arc 
" varied not only by ^anlUy^ or the 
** longer and fhortcr time in which 
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** they are. pronounced : but alfb by 
'' the raifing and falling of the voice, 
" and by various infiedions of tones, 
** like thofe in European mufici-. Yet 
" the Cbinefe have never been ac- 
" quainted with a verfification whofe 
*' cadence is regulated by the arrange- 
** ment or difpofition of thefe mufical 
'^ tones. Their verfes have only been 
" diftinguilhed by the number of fylla- 
** bles, to which at length they have 
** addtd rhymes *. 

" Their 

+ It might be added that (excepting one) 
every word in the Chinefe language end:, cither 
with a vowel, or with the generous liquid N, 
or with the nafal found N G : which laft it 
according to the Portugur/e way of writing, fre- 
quently exprcffed by M. 

Bayer, P. Du Haldc, P. Lc Compte, Sec, 

• The words of M. Frerct are, " les mots 

font *variex^ mn feuUment^ iSe, • mats encore 

far I elenjemftit et abaijfment fixe de la 'voix et par 
diva fits inficctions de tons fcmblables a ulles de 

notre 
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" Their firft mcafured vcrfes were 
** always compofed of four fyllablcs 
** or words : for thefe are fynonimous 
** with the Cbinefe, each of their words' 
** being pronounced in one time. Here 
" follows an example extrafted from 
" the Shi-king or coUeftion of verfes, 

" one 



notre mujlque. Neanmoins les Chinois n^ont ja^ 
mats connu la 'verfification cadencee par V arrange^ 
ment di ces tons muficaux ; Lew poefie afeuUment 
ete confacree par U nombre des Jyllabes, et dans la 
fuit eony a ajoute la rime, Wh ic h paflage Bay- 

erus thus tranflates in his Chinefe grammar, 

•* Verba 'valde ijariantur^ non modo^ l^c* 

<verum etiam in elevatione aut deprejjione 

certd et determinaid ^vocisf et per -varias toni in- 
jleSliones^ ad nojira mufica Jimilitudinem. Nihilo 
tnagis Sinen/es cognitam babent poefim^ qua fecun" 
dum nojlra mujica canatur, Poejis enim eorum 
tantummodo ad certum Jyllabarum numerum infti^ 
tuta eft : tandem etiam rythmi accejferunt.^ He 
afterwards adds by way of remaik, Verum illud 
efti Sinica lingua modulaticnem nihil affine habere 
noftra mujica, Itaque Kcrcherum nobis illufiffi 
opinory cum - - • - accent us ad tonos mufic§s noftrgs 
accommodaret. Bayer, torn. i. 126. 131. . 
This is adduced here to prepare the Reader 
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•^ one of the claflical books, in which 
** Confucius colleded together many 
" ancient pieces of poetry. Thcfe arc 
•« verfes of the king Vo'ene Van-lu 

Voene. kbeoo. Jhene. mime. 

Lonh. Shee. nam. fiene. 

Chi. tfoo. i. Jhingh. 

Chioo. Hat. tfim. kiene. 



for the following paiTage of P, Du HalJei 
which can only be reconciled with chat of JIfl 
Freret by fuppofmgthat by cadencee^ and cadence 
they mean fomeching very different. 

•• The verfes \o^ the Chi/tefi] arc meafared 
" by the namber of written charadlers, which 
** are fo many words of one fyllable. Some 
" of their verfes are long, fome (hort ; that i», 
" have more or fewer words in them, which 
" j^eafe by the variety of their cadence and 
** harmony." [Fr. j^i plaijent par la 'variSii 
de la cadence et de /' harmonic ] 

** Their verfes ought to have a relation ta 
•* each other, both in the rhyme and in the 
** fignification of the words, which (lave among 
•* them a variety of tones agreeable to the 
•* car." [Fr. %/ ont enter' eux une variete dee 
tens apreable a V ortille,'] 

V. i/0 Halde, v. 2. p. 146. 

"That 
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" That is. 
V ff^ile the dragon and the ferpent art 
*• Jikntj we perceive no difference: but 
'^ at the firft hifs they dif charge^ we 
" begin to difiinguijh them. 

" The Chinefe vcrfes at prefent con- 
" fift of an unequal number of fylla- 
" bles, viz. of five, feven, or nine: 
" the ancient verfcs of four fyllablcs 
** being now rejefted. The verfes now 
" in ufc have rhymes, and although the 
«• Chinefe don't diftinguifli, as we (Sc. tbe^ 
** French) their rhymes into mafcu- 
" line and feminine, they neverthelefs 
** very artificially difpofc them in fuch 
•* poems, as have the rhymes vari- 
** ed ; for the Chinefe have pretty long 
X " pieces 
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** pieces of poetry upon the fame 
** rhyme, and this kind of verfification 
** is in great requeft amongft them, 

" The ftinzas are always compofed 
" of an even number, whether of four, 
" fix, eight, ten or twelve verfes : but 
*' in each of thefe the rhymes are dif- 
*' ferently difpofcd according to the 
•' nature of the ftanza, in a regular 
** ftated method, from which they nc- 
" ver deviate. Thus in ^atrains or 
*« (lanzas of four verfes, the firft and 
" fourth, the fecond and third rhyme 
'* together. But in Six tains or ftanzas 
*♦ of fix verfes, the firft, fourth and 
" fixth rhyme together: the fecond 
" with third, and the fifth is left free. 

" Inva- 
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" Invariable laws of a fimilar kind 
" are obferved in the other ftan- 



zas*. 



" By way of example, we (hall pre- 
'* fent the Reader with a ftanza of 
** eight verfes together with a tranf- 
'' lation : it is An Elogium on the willow 
" tree^ extradled from a Cbinefe Ro» 
" mance, which the Sieur Hoangbf a 

" native 



• The Reader, who thinks it worth his while, 
pay find a particular defcription of all the fe<« 
vcral ftanzasy in the Memoir from which this 
account is extracted. 

t The Sfeur Arcadio Hoangh wa$ one of the 
Chinefe Literati of the province of Fo-kien ; and 
came over into France in the quality of fecretary 
to one of the miflionary biihops. Some mem- 
bers of the academy thought he might be offer- 
vice in facilitating the knowledge of Chinefe lite- 
rature in Europe. He was accordingly prcfented 
to Louis XIV. and was fet to compofe a Chinefe 
Vol. IV. P grammar 
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«' native of China had begun to tranC- 
*' late into French.^* 

Lon U hhoangy te kujhi 
lao inejioujha iao thao bboa 
Itienejhine bhene iou hiene hhoa 
Ki tome giou bhoene pou foam ki 
Neunefse p theon ine iou ki 
Hboa moe cbouang hiaa kbi vonfzeu 
lu bo pou tdi tebune tfanefzeu 
li te cbi cbi tzcu thonjhi. 

grammar and di<flionary, in which he wa9 affil- 
ed by M, Fourmonty the Arabic profeflbr : but he 
died before he had half compleated his onder- 
taking. M. Fourmont however foand means to 
contintie the plan of the Sieur Hoangh : and af- 
terwards undertook and finiihed one more com- 
modious and more methodical of his own. 
The death of this Chinefe happened between 
1 7 1 4 and 1 7 20. Voi VHift. de /' Ac^d. Roy, dtt 
Infcrtpt. quarto. Tom, 5./. 318. Edit. 1 729. 

N. B. It is to the Siemr Hoangh that M. Freret 
^knowledges himfelf indebted for the account 
he here gives us of the Chimft Foetry. 
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THE ELOGIUM ON THE WILLOW TR EE 

attempted in the fame kind of ftanza 
with the original. 

Scarce dawns the genial yearj Us yellow 

fprays 
The fprightly willow cloaths in robes of 

green. 
Blujhing with Jhame the gaudy f each isfeeni 
Shejheds her blojfoms and with fpken decays. 
Soft harbinger of fpring! what glowing 

rays^ 
What colours with thy modeft charms may 

vie ? 
No filkworm decks thy fhade 5 nor could 

fupply 
The velvet down thyfhining leaf difplays *. 

Thus 

* It is very probable, that the Chineje have 
P 2 fome 
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Thus far the account of M Frcret: 
which is corrcfpondent ' with that of 
the miflionaries, who add fome other 
particulars not mentioned in it. They 
inform us that the Chinefe verfes ought 



fome fpccics of the willow, which we arc not 
acquainted with. It is certain that they cu'ti- 
vate this vegetable with the greateft pains, allow- 
ing it a prime place in their gardens, and nardng 
flips of it in flower- pots with as much care, as 
we (hould the moil delicate flower. See Let. ed. 
xxj*v, p, 402. l^c, P, Du Halde^ 'vol, \. p, 159. 

N. B. Although it will ihew the ^nitldih of the 
above tranflation, but too plainly : it may be 
fatisFadlory to fubjoin the French verfion from 
which it is copied : which we are told comes at 
near the turn of the Chinefe ^ as the difference be- 
tween the two languages would admit. 

** A peine lajai/on du prinUmps ejl ^venue^ que le 
Saule cowvre dune rahe njerte la couleur jaune de 
/on hois. Sa heaute fait honte au picher^ qui de 
depit arrache les fleun qui le parent et les repand 
fur la terre ; I' eclat des plus 'uives couleur s ne peut 
fe comparer aux graces fimplcs et touchantcs de cet 
mrbre. II prenjient le printemps ^etfans a-voir hefoin 
des 'vers afoye il rc'vet fesfeuilles etfes branches </* 
Utt dwvet njJloute, que cet injecle n a point file ^ 

to 
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to have a particular relation, not only 
in their rhymes, but alfo in their fig- 
nification and meaning: thus if one 
verfe (ignify a mountain, fire, water, or 
whatever elfe, the correfpondent verfe 
(as fuppofe xhtfirji and fourth) muft: 
likewife correfpond in its meaning *. 
They tell us alfo that they have another 
kind of poetry without rhyme, which 
confifts in the antithefis or oppofition 
of the thoughts-, infomuch that if the 
firfl: thought relates to the fpring, 
the fecond (hall turn upon the autumn : 
or if the firft mention fire, the other 
Ihall exprefs water -}-. In fhort the 
more difficult and artificial their com- 

• P. Semedoyp. s^. f ^* ^« Halde^ 2. 146. 

P 3 pofitions 
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pofitions are, the more highly arc they 
valued. 

From this account the Reader of 
tafte will expert no great matters from 
the Chinefe poetry : and yet this plea- 
fing art hath been no where in higher 
requeft, than in Cbina^ where it was 
the firft vehicle of their morality re- 
ligion and politics, and where it hath 
always been regarded with peculiar 
reverence and efteem. Nay a facility 
of compofing verfes is not only inti* 
tied to general applaufe, but is among 
the qualifications expeded in all their 
great Dodors and Mandarines of let- 
ters. And they have often occafion to 
exert thefe talents, for the Emperor 
' fome- 
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fometimes fends them pictures or fur- 
niture for them to embcllifli with poe- 
tical infcriptions * : nor is it unufual 
at great entertaiments for the com-^ 
pany to divert themfelves with capping 
extemporary yerfes f. 

But after all, the Cbirufe Poetry fecms 
to be chiefly of the epigrammatic kind, 
and to confift of thofe difficUes nug^e^ 
which good tafte and found criticifnii 

♦ See the Chine/e Hift. vol. 4<. pag. 54. &c. 

f P. Du HaUe gives an cxtraft from a Chine/e 
author, who inveighing againfl fuch, as ne- 
gleft their ftudies, adds, •• Thefe perfons are 
** mod at a lofs, when a banquet is almofl over. 
" The plate and dice go round that the num. 
** ber of little verfes, which every one ought 
** to pronounce [Fr, chacun doit dire] may be 
** determined by chance. When it comes to 
'• their turn they appear quite ftupid." Vol^ 
2. p. 52. 

r 4 have 
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have taught Europeans to negleft. It 
does not appear that they have ever 
attempted any of the greater kinds of 
Poefy : this at Icaft is true of the Epic : 
^nd it is matter of doubt v/hethcr the 
Dramatic may be excepted : for the 
Chinefe Plays feem to be mcer profaic 
dialogues, interfperfed with a few airs, 
like the Italian opera. Their ancient 
Odes, it muft be confefled, have a grave 
and majeftic fimplicity •, but if we may 
judge from the fpecimens produced by 
p. Du HaldCj they are rather folemn 
leftures on mprality*, than fraught 

• This J8 particularly true of thofc large cx- 
tradls, which P, Du Halde has given us from 
the Shi-king or Book of Odc5> ; for this reafoa 
none of thcfe pieces are admitted into this col- 
lection. See P. Du Halde^ 'vol, l.pag. 409, i^c. 

with 
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with that bold and daring fablimity, 
which we expeft to find in compofi- 
tions of that name. The only kinds 
of Poetry that are cultivated much 
among the Chinefe^ are cither (hort 
pieces, refembling the Epigrams/ Ron- 
deaus and Madrigals of the laft age : 
or elfe colledlions of moral Apothegms, 
which are their only eflays of any 
length. But in almoft all their poeti- 
cal produftions appears a quaintnefs 
and affedation ; a fondnefs for lit- 
tle conceits ; and a want of that noble 
fimplicity, which is only to be attained 
by the genuine ftudy of nature, and 
of its artlefs beauties : a ftudy to which 
the Cbinefe feem to pay the leaft atten- 
tion of any people in the world. 

And 



ai8 DISSERTATION ON 

And yet amidft all the reftraint and 
difguife in which falfe tafte may have 
confined or obfcured it, true genius 
will exert its powers, fo that among 
the Poetry of the Chinefe^ there will 
frequently be found fomething to be 
admired. 

With this view it was thought fb 
Ihort a collection as the following would 
not be unacceptable to the public : nor 
are there materials for a much larger. 
It confifts of Fragments, which are 
found fprinkled up and down in a few 
Latin and French books : which, al- 
though they are only occalionally pro* 
duced in fhort extrafts, and therefore 
muft appear to great difadvanuge thus 

disjointed 
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disjointed from the context, yet will not 
perhaps ill-repay the trouble of a flight 
perufal. After all, we mufl: intreat 
the Reader's candour for whatever im- 
perfeftions he finds in the following 
pieces: defiring him to confider that 
many of them are not fuch as we 
would have chofen, had we known 
where to have found better. 



INTRO- 



INTRODUCTION. 

<T'// E following extra£lfrom the works 
of CONFUCIUS*, will be no 
improper introduSion to the fucceeding 
pages, as it bears fuch honourable tef- 
timony to the moral caft of the ancient 
CHINESE POETRT, and contains 
an argument in favour of the utility 
and refpeSlablenefs of that fine art in 
general. It is much to the honour of 
Poefy, that fhe hath been in all ages, 
the firft conduSlrefs to wifdom and vir- 
tue. 

" CONFUCIUS exciting his dif. 
** ciples to the ftudy of the ancient 

• Confuc.lib, 3./. 12/. 128. fife. 

Poefy, 
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" Poefy, faith, O my children, why do 
" not you ftudy the book of ODES * ? 

** For if we grovel on the earth, if 
" we lie ufelefs and inglorious : by 
" the inftruftions in the Odes, we may 
" as it were be erefted again, and rife 
" up to true and perfeft honour. 

** In the Odes, as in a mirrour, we 
*' may behold what becomes us, as 



• The Odes here fo highly applauded, are eirc- 
whcre called by Confucius, THE THREE HUN-. 
DRED ODES OF THE ANCIENT SAGES 
[Confuc, lib. 3. /. g.] They appear to have been 
the firft vehicles of morality among the Chinefe^ 
and are every where quoted by Confucius as ora- 
cles of wifdom and virtue. 

The coiledibn, which Confucius made of them, 
15 Hill extant, and regarded by the Chinefe with 
all the reverence due to infpired writings. P. 
Du Halde hath given us tranllations of lome of 
them : See ihe note above p. 216. 

" alfo 
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•' alfo what is mifbecoming : by con- 
** templating which we may be ftrong- 
" ly afFected with a wholefome indig- 
** nation. 

" Under the influence of the Odes 
" we may come forth fociable, and 
" afFabJe, and pleafant : for as Mufic -f- 
" aptly tempereth founds, even fo doth 
•* Poefy our paOions and appetites. 

" We may hate without anger, we 

f It may not be amifs to note here what atten- 
tion this great philofopher thought due to mafic, 
and what influence he fuppoft'd it might have 
on morality : in which his fentiments coincide 
with thofe of the ancient Greek philofopbers. 

•' I hate, fays he, the mufic of the Kingdom 
*' of Ching : for it difturbs and enervates with 
♦* pleafure that mufic of the ancients called, Ta^ 
*• which is the miflrefs of modefty, gravity and 
•* temperance/* 

Fid. Confuc. lib. 3./, 1 29, 

" may 
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*• may admit any other natural fenfa* 
*• tion, and gratify it without vice *. 

" The Odes teach us how at home 
" we may ferve our parent: how a- 
•* broad [we may ferve] our prince. 



In another place, CONFUCIUS 
addrejfmg himfelf to his fon P^-yu, fays^ 

" Doft thou excrcife thyfelf in the 
** fir ft chapters of the Odes, called 
*' Cheu-nan and Chao-nan ? He who 
" doth not exercife himfelf in thofe 

** chapters 



♦ This " of hating without anger, &c." Is a 
remarkable pofition of Confucius^ and occurs in 

other 
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*« chapters is like a man (landing with 
" his face to a wall; he is rendered 
•« totally infignificant and ufelefs, for 
*' he can neither move a ftep forward, 
" nor contemplate any objeft.'* 



other parts of his writings. His meaning 19, 
that we ought to hate the vices of men, though 
at the fame time we may (hew all imaginable 
kindnefs to their perfons. See this pomt clear- 
ed up in the preface to a little tradt called^ Tbt 
morals of Confucius , Lond, l6gi. xzmo* 



FRAG- 
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CHINESE POETRY. 



ELEGIAC VERSES, 

Addrdfid to the Emperor ^ai-kaug * bj 
his five brethren, when, upon his be- 
ing dethroned for his vices, thej^ 
were driven with him into exile \ 

The firft Brother. 

DT $wr ansciftor TU this law was pre* 
fcribed to him that ruktb^ 

That 

* The baniftuaent of thU Empevor, k <Ul»d 

by the CMfieJi chraaoiogiib, 3159 y^*'* befeim. 

Vol. IV. Q^ tbe 

•MartiffijHift,p, 56. 
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That be Jbould love^ not fcom or opfrefs 

the people. 
For tbey [i. e. the people] an the root of 

ifftptre^ 
On wbo/e conjtancy and Jirengtb is found-^ 

ed tbejlahility oftbeftate. 
He J wbo ndetb over others^ refembletb a 

cbarioteer: 
But be wbo bamejfetb Jix borfes with dc^ 

cayed bamefs^ 
Ought not be to a£i circumfpeSily ? 

The fecond Brother. 

At borne tbou art inflamed with luji : 
abroad with [the love of] bunting : 

the Chrillian jEra^ that is, aboat 2^8 yean be- 
fore the Call of Abraham. And if the Chinee 
opinion be true, that thefe verfes were really the 
compoiition of Tai-kang^s brothenf this is the 
moft ancient piece of Poetry extant is the world. 
rid.MartinijHift.t.^S. 

mtb 
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fFitb bath to extravagance, ^bou de- 
light ejk in obfcene mujic : 

Thou ereSteft^ in the blood of citizens ^ build- 
ingSj which menace heaven *. v 

jfifr, who doth thefe things {however un^ 
grateful the thought) 

I muft deem to rufh headlong and wilful 
to his deJtru£lion. 

• The hbufes of the Chinefe have from the 
earlieft antiquity been built low (eeiierally but 
one ilory high) and there is nothing they have 
in greater abhorrence than any inAovation in 
this matter. P. Le Cimpte tells us, that he 
hitfLfelf knew one of the principal lords of the 
court, who having built a houfe a little higher 
than cuftom permitted, was glad a few days af- 
ter to level it with the ground ; when he found 
that one of the public cenfors was about to 
lodge a complaint againft him for the enormity. 
[Foi, torn. IL 2Z.] — Some of the Miffionaries 
one day fhewed the late Emperor Kang-hi the 
model of an European houfe, which was fe- 
vcral ftories high : the Emperor afked, if in £"«- 
rope they were ftraightened for room below^ that 
they were forced thus to take up their lodging 
in the air. Lett, edif. i^c. xxvij, 33. 

0^2 The 
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The third Brother. 

From the times of TAU doum to tbi 

prefentj 
The imperial boufe bath flourified in ail 

kinds of virtue : 
T'bou baft: turned qfide the firft from tbe 

fteps of our ancejlors. 
Since thou baft overturned all tbofe tbings^ 
Wberm their government was happify ^ 

tablifhed^ 
What wonder that thou tbyfelf art alfi 

fallen? 

The fourth Brother. 

Mluftrious ! our ilhftrious parents ! 
fVbo by their moft holy laws^ and precepts^ 
gave light to govern well 

I To 
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•yi JUm thatfifouldpoffefs a thmfand king^ 
. doms^ 
Alas / bcw do I grieve, that tbefe dofm- 

fiions^ left to thee and usj 
Should he negleSed and defpifed ly thee 

alone. 
^Tbou art ju/tly fallen from tly kingdom: 

who tbefirjl [pftiy race'] 
Haft prevented it from defcending to thy 

foflerity. 

The fifth Brother. 

Alas ! bowJbaJl we return borne ! 
Sorrow bath eaten up and confumed my 

fpirity 
TAI'KANG our brother is the public 

hatred of the people. 

0^3 JVbitber 
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Whither Jhall Itum ntffelf? To whom 
Jhall I fttppliant flee for fuccour ? 

Grief hath defcended into my hearty mart 
deeply than I am able to bear I 

J am grieved to my inmoft foul I my coun- 
tenance 

h (Toerwhelmed with fhaml Mfy heart 
wqfteth away with anguifh! 

But this I fuffer defervedly^ in that J 
turned aftde from the path of up'* 
rightnefs ; 

Neither did follow virtue as tr^ guide. 

But it is too late to lament^ and weep for 
the time that ispajl away. 



I 



II. A 
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II. 

A CHINESE Panegyric 
From an ancient Ode^ 

the profound and rare virtue of the King 

VEN'FJNG*! 
How happily did be unite the Jplendor of 

virtue with all bis aSlions ? 
Wben VEN^VANG ailed tbe King, 

beperfeSled bimfelf in univerfal love : 

• This is an aacient Cbine/e hero, highly ce- 
lebrated by their Poets. He is faid to have 
given his Ton the three following admonitions, 
•* Whatever thou feed, that is virtuoos, imitate. 
** Time and opportunity fail not to ufc. To 
" remove and extirpate vice, never ceafe/' 
Confuc, Ub. I. p. lo. 

* CofffJib.j.p.S' 

0^4 IFben 
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When VE N-VANG aSed the fuljeSl, 

he perfeSled bimfelf in loyalty and ob- 
fervance. 
WbenyE N-V/iNG a£kd the fon^ be 

ferfeSled himfelf in dutiful obedience : 
When VE N-VANG ailed the father, 

he perfeSled bimfelf in paternal affeSlion. 
When VEN-VANG baddeaUngt saitb 

men in general^ be perfeSed himfelf in 

unfbaken integrity. 



III. Verfes 
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III. 

Verfe« in Pmfc ofVU-CUNG Prince 
of the kingdom e( GUEr^ 

From an ancient Ode*. 

Behold that bay^ which is formed by the 

winding of the river KI* : 
Befet with tufts of verdant canes ^ how 

beaut if tdtf luxuriant I . 
So is our prince adorned with virtues. 
He is like cne^ that carvetb undfmootbeth 

ivory. 



• Ki is a river in the province Hu-quangt that 
gives name to a city, which is watered by its 
ftreams. Fid, Mart, Atlas. 

' CottfucJib, i.p.io. 

He 
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He is like one that cuttetb and poU/betb 

diamonds *y 
O bow fublimej yet profound [is be /] 
O bow refoluiey yet cautious! Haw re^ 

nowned and refpe£iable ! 
We bave a prince adorned witb virtues : 
Wbom to tbe end of time we never can 

forget. 



* The Chine/e commentator T/ing-t/u (for the 
Chtnefe have their commentators and fcholiafts) 
explains t\it fourth 2xA fifth verfesy as expreffing^ 
the onwearied care and attention of this prince 
to reform and improre himfelf and his fabjc^ : 
as a nice artift, who deals in works of the moft 
elegant kinds, never refts till he hath brought 
his manufadare to the moft exqoiiite perfedlion. 
Vid* Confuc. lib. 1./. 10. 



IV. Verfcs 
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IV. 

Vcrfcs on a Tyrant, 
From an ancient Ode, quoted by the 
CHINESE Scholiaft on COJV- 
FUCIUS\ 

How craggy and broken^ rifetb eminent 

tbatfoutbem mountain ! 
Its ajfemilage of cliffs^ bow vqfi^ and 

borrid! 
J'bus formidable for tby power and dignity^ 
^bou rifeji eminent^ migbty mafiety royal 

ru: 

And all tbe people look up to tbee with 
awe and terror ; 

^ Confuc. Uk 1./. 17. 

3 But 
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But not with love -, for thou regardefi not 

theirs^ 
But tiy own interejt and welfare. 

V. 

On an amiable Bride. 

Thcfe (hould feem to be part of an 
Epithalamium, and are of great an- 
tiquity, being quoted by CONFU- 
C1US\ 

^Tbe feacb'tree in the earlj fpring: bow 

amiable I bow lovely ! 
Its leaves bow befet witb flowers! O how 

deligbtful! 
Sucb is the new-married bride, when Jht 

fajfetb into the boufe of ber hufhand^ 

•Conf.Ub. I./. 23. 

rPT^e 
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fFbere fbe dealetb ^ul their portUns ta bis 

domejiicsj 
And dif charge fb every duty to him and bis 

family. 

VI 

Among the fayings of CONFU- 
CIUS, are quoted from Ibme an- 
cient Poem the following verfes^ 
fpokc by a Perfon in exile, who 
feeing by chance a tree, like ode 
in his own Country, is reminded of 
fome Friend with whom he had of* 
ten there fat under its (bade ^ 

fbe leaves and flowers of that fruit -bear- 
ing tree are continually wafted to and 
fro with the breathing Zephyrs. 

^ Conf. lib. 3. p. 6q0 

Horn 
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H€w [thai] can I ever ceafe to think of 
tbee? Hg^' can I ever but wijh to fee 
tbeef 

AUs ! vain and empty wijbes ! Our re- 
fpeHive dwellings are far afunder. 

VIL 

A Fragment of an ancient Ode, quoted 
by CONFUCIUS^. 

The yellow bird abidetb on the fummt of 

the woody mountain. 
By abiding there^ Jhe fljeweth Jhe is ac- 

quainted with her proper Jiation. 
Why win not man imitate the bird ? 



« Eajir. Mufeum Sini, tm. i.p.i 3a. 

VIIL An 
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VIIL 

An Ode of fFey-vu-kongj a venerable 
old Man of ninety-five : which he 
caufed to be fung every day at the 
gate of the Palace \ 

In vain doth human force pretend to ejta* 

blijhajlate: 
If the lord of heaven doth not lend a hand to 

ftrengthen ity it tumbkth at thefirflfhock^ 
It is a water y which ^ not far from itsfourcCy 
Lofeth itfelfy and is dried up in the firji 

fand of the plain. 
It is a flowery which is Mown in the morn" 

ingy and wither eth at night. 
A whole nation is corrupted by the example 

of a wicked king. 

> ?, Du HaUe, tnL u p. 646. 

IX. Ofl 
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ix; 

On the Divine Juftice*. 

Heaven is fuiremelj kmtwing: tve cannot 

deceive it. 
Its knowledge of things here bekw dotb 

not commence 
The injiant it Jbineth forth ^ and ktteth us fee 

that it hmoetb them. 
Virtue and vice never remain^ the dne 

without reward^ the other imthcut fa^ 

nifbment. 
There is no difpute^ hut about the time^ 

fooner^ or later it mujl come to pafs. 



X. On 
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X. 

On curbing the Paflions*'. 

By guarding againft all vtokta pajftonsj a 

man kadetb a fweet and agreeable life^ 
Free from the inquietudes, which deftroy 

health. 
Not that I would blame the natural love^ 
Which bindeth father and fon^ or unitetb 

brethren \ 
They are to each other ^ what the branches 

of the tree are to the trunk. 
This love ought to endure as much as the 

mutual relation. 



k p. DuHaUe, 2.167. 

Vol. IV- R XI. On 
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QdDctra^kioa^ 

When I bear evil fpokm of anatber^ it 

givetb me as much pain^ 
As if ffoarp thorns, were, percing taj 

heart. 
When I hear another commended^ itgiveth 

me as mu^b pkafure^ 
As the exquifite fmell of the mqft. fifofpr^nt 

flowers. 



XII. On 



CHINESE POETRY. 243 

XII. 
On the Cultivation of the Hdtrt ». 

IFben the rice bath fpring upy the buf- 
bandman tr an/plant etb it into ajfield 
n^y cleared: 

And foon after hy introducing a limpid 
water ^ he feetb in this green inundated 
Jieldy the image of a clear Jky. 

Our heart is the field: it bath its attire 
and riches y when the paffions are pure 
and regular. 

^befure means of attaining a ft ate of per- 
feSliony and a ftgn that we advance to- 
wards ity is not to be conceited^ and 
boqft we bave attained to it. 

^ P. DuHaldey%. 167. 

R 2 XIIL On 
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XIII. 
On the Revolutions of Families ». 

nefe verdant mountains : tbefe lovely mea- 
dows: 

Were once pojjeffed by families now gone to 
decay. 

Let not the prefent pojfefors exult too 
much : 

Others after them may be mafters in their 
turn. 



f P. Du Holdup i, s^* 

XIV. Againft 
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XIV. 

Againft Extravagance ^ 

[A CHINESE Author, fpeakmg of 
the extravagant fplcndor, with which 
his Countrymen celebrate fome of 
their feftivals 5 adds, " One would 
" be apt to fay, that the money em- 
" ployed on thefe occafions was like 
" the leaf of a tree taken from a 
** vaft forcft; or like a grain of 
^^ corn taken from a large grana- 
•* ry.'* — There needs no more than 
** a marriage to ruin the beft houies. 
" It is becaufe they don't read what 
" is faid by the Poet, 

• p. Du HaUf, 1. 64. 

R 3 In 
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In the marriages of tbefefort of families^ 

every body crietb out that the boufes 

are of Jilver. 
Wait but a few years longer y botb tbe man 

and his fortune fhall be overturned, 
^be jewels and Jilver fhall have paffed 

away into another family *. 



* The ftme writer proceeds to condemn the 
like extravagance in building, upon which 
occafion he introdaces the following, ** I re- 
*' member to have feen in the province of 
** Kiang'fit the houfe of the noble and learned 
** Li'fo-ngan: the columns and joifts that fop- 
'* ported it, were not fo much as fmoothed: 
** the wood was covered with its bark ; the walls 
** were of dry rough (lone. Yet he was vifited 
** by every body of diftindion, and faw none. 
** who found fault with his lodging/' P. Du 
Hdde, 2. 64. iJc. 



XV. Among 
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XV. 

Among the Poems of Tu-CbachUitj is 
the following Song ^. 

Te great Men of this worlds do not Ua^h 

at that por peafanty 
Who hath only coarfi vejfels tf tmmn 

earth to contain his twHy 
And whopoureth it out him/elf thsi hi may 

drink it: 
While ye quaff it out ofn^ls of gdid Md 

Jilver. 
While ye are waited im fy mrinhti of 

Jlaves : 
When you have drunk fr&eiy »fief y^r 

fafi>ion^ 

»» p. Du Halde^ a. 99. 

R 4 ff 
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If loth of you chance to he intoxicated^ 
Te will fleep together without ceremotrf 
under the fame tree. 

XVI. 

A dcfcription of a fine day after rain '. 

^he dark and rainy weather^ which prece- 
ded^ gave a new lujire to the fun ; who 
had not been feen for manj days. 

A hundred different forts of birds^ enliven- 
ed and diverfified the groves. 

Infinite numbers of butterflies^ fluttering 
over the flowery beads of the peach- 
trees fanned by the gentle zephyrs^ form- 
ed a fpkndid attire. 

^he flowers flicking to the branches and 

not 
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not yet faded^ bung the gardens with 

their tapeftry. 
All the youths of the city fcattered over 

the f lain made a chartning fight : 
Each was filled withjoy^ and gave him/elf 

up to fea/is and banquets. 

XVII. 

On the Deteflion of a bad man ^ 

ne cormorant appeareth blacky when 

Springing upj he fi>aketh off the fnow^ 

which covered him. 
7he parrot J hidden in a bufhy willow tree^ 

is taken notice of^ when he beginneth t9 

chatter. 



' p. Du HalJe, i. 165. 

XVIII. On 
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XVIII. 
On an old man killed by accident *• 

The man difapf^grtd here beUw^ like $be 

moofiy 
Which towards m§miftg^ burrietb in an 

inftant behind the mountain. 
Life is like a famp^ which, the oil f ailing^ 

goeth out at the third watch *. 

• The Cbinefe divide the night into five parts 
or watches, which are longer or (horter accord- 
ing to the feafon of the year. ^€$ on this hiod, 
P.MagalLp. 122. 



*P.DuHalde,%. 159. 

XIX. On 
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XIX. 

On a perfon failing home after long 
abfence \ 

ne heart J eagerly bentjJUetb to the mark^ 

like an arrow. 
The bark runneth along the water ^Jwiftery 

than the Jbutile 
Over the horn of a weoFoer^ who is in 

hafie to firnjh his work. 



XX. Extraft 
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XX. 

Excraft from a Poem intitled^ 
^' The Age inftruftcd." ♦ ^ 

Alas ! bow mattf people^ in tbefe days^ un- 
der a human Jhape^ 

Conceal a heart asfullofvenom^ asferpents ! 

Who among them rememberethj that the 
eyes of heavenj 

Which are more aRive 'than the motion of 
a wheels 

Look onalljides^andnothingcanefcapetbem. 

That J which one man fome months ago 
fiolefrom his neighbour in the wsjly 

• Thb appears from P. Du Halde to be a work 
of confiderable length. See *voL 2. p, 88. 

^ P.D»Haldet^• i»3. 

Is 
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Is pajjed by this time out of bis bands into 

tbofe of bis neighbour towards the north. 
In vain doth any one flatter himfelfj that 

by his artifices^ 
Hejhall be able to make his fortune at the 

expence of his neighbour. 
This pretended fortune is no more durable^ 

than theflowersy 
Which we fee open in the mornings and 

fhed their leanjes in the evening. 
Allriches^tbat are unlawfully acquired^ melt 

like a fnow ball^ in the hands of their 

poffeffor. 



XXI. A 
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XXI. 

A CHINESE FABLE". 

["The king oiTSU being informed 
of the great reputation of the philolb- 
pher CHfFANG'TSE^ deputed certain 
Mandarines of his court with rich pre- 
ients of gold and filk, to invite him to 
come and take upon him the office of 
Prime^Minifter. C HJVANG^rS E 
excufed himfelf by the following fable, 

" A heifer J appeinSed for facrificey and 
delicatehf fed for a Ung time, fnarcbedin 
f^mpy loaded with all the ornaments of a 
vi£lim : in the midfl of her triun^b^ Jbe 
perceived on the roadfome oxen yoked and 
fweating at the plough. This fight redou- 
bled her pride : but whenfhe was brought 
into the temple^ andfaw the knife lifted up 
ready to flay her^ Jbe wifhed to be in the 
place of thofcj whofe unhappy lotfhe had 
defpifed. 

^P.DuHaIdi,%.p. i68. 

f POST. 
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E XTRACt from P. Du Halde, vol. 
i.p. 394. 

« With refpea to tbff Poetry of the CAf- 
•• nefey befides their ancient books, fome of 
*^ which are in verfe, the poem« of Kiu-i^iviM 
•* are cxtpwnely dertcat^ and fw^et. Under 
•' the dy nafty of the Tang *, the Poets Lee-tfau- 
** pe and Tu-te-muey did not yi«ld to Anacrtm 
** and Horace : in fliort in China^ as former- 
*' \y in Europe^ the philofophers are Poets, 
<* isA among all th^rir <;ekbrated wrirers, 
'• Tfeng-nangfoo is the Only one, who has 
*^ not written in ver&, foi? ^ich reafon he 
*' is compared to the flower Hm-iang^ wbicb 
*' would be perfect were it not infipid." 

** Their Poets have Enthufiafm : their ex- 
** preflions are often aUcgojrical'; and thejr 
^' know how to employ properly the figm:e6 
*• which render a ftyle more lively and pa- 
" thetic." 



• This dynafty began Avm Chnfii 618 and ended 

Ill 
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In a blank page of the Tranflator't 
MS. of the Cbinefe Hift. is the follow- 
ing lift, dated Canton j 1720. 

Celebrated Cbinefe Poets, 
Lee-Tay-pebj lived about 700 years ago. 
Tong-gbee-cbang about 400 
Cbun-PU'Jbaw^ zndl 
Cbann-Kann ^zuen 3 ^ 

KauW'feb gkee^ about 50 

Famous Cbinefe Painters, who lived 
300 years ago. 
^ong'Pegb'Hoe^ 
KioW'Jhe-^cboWj 
TcbauW'Tzb-gnat^^ . 
SbinJhe'Hien^ 
Tay-Tzin^ 
ff^un-Cbin-ming. 

THE END OF THE CHINESE POEtRY. 
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Chancery (the great) of the empire III. laS 
Charafiers, or letters of the Chin. — II. 99 
Che-fio^ or governor of a city — — I. 53 
Cbe-bien^ or governor of a town — ibici. 
G&«t;, its meaning — — — 11,13a 
Children, their behaviour to parents — - L 
24, 29, 31, 34. isfpaffim. 
China-ware, its manufacture «<« II. 203 
CHINESE (the) 

(The dark fide of their charaSler.) 

^affcaed I. 116 

~-<cremoniou8 lc> cxcefi *^— 1. 141 

' ■ cheats 



I N D E X. 

-cheats, the greatcft in the world IV, iio 
-crafty — ■— I. 129. 228 
-corrupt ■ — ll. 1 56 

-cowardly — II. 256. ^ pajftnn 
-effeminate ■ ' ' ■ II. 41. 111. 116 



•i great topers — —- III. 81.269 

—greedy of gain — -: — III. 214 
— infincere ■ ■ ■ I. 129 

-=—— phlegmatic p^ffi^* 

—-proud — •*= IL 91. 288. &c* 

flavifh pajjim. 

• fuperftitious — — II. 121. 267, &c* 

(T'he bright fide of 'their chara£fer.) 
— complaifant — ■ * ■ I. 234 

*■ decent — ^— IL 148 

-dexterous — •— L 228. IL 71 



dutiful to their parents 




I. 


163* 

0'> 


fond of literature 




III. 


232 
188 


ingenious • 

induftrious — '— 




II. 


20^; 




III. 


208 


loyal to their princes 




III. 


189 


modeft — 


1.237 


. II. 


148 


of few words — 




III. 


230 






III. 


208 


fludious — IT. 90. 

Cities, Ch'mefe, defcribed 


III. 158. IV 


.18 




III. 


231 


Clerks of the tribunals . 




IV. 


III 


Coin ufed in China — 




IV. 


no 


Ct-lao or Co-huy his office 




- I- 


78 


S 2 




Coffins, 



INDEX. 

Co&nSj the care of the Chin, on this heaJ 

IV. 187 
Ccmpliments, high-flown III. 68. Csf pajjim. 
Concubines,, allowed — I. 25. IV. 62. 195 
•——the ceremonies of taking one-— IV. 195 

Convents defcribed — -— I. 220 

Cw/«W«J, his hiftory — — ■■■ II. 116 

his family how honoured — I. 237 

Cong'izuj this term explained — III* 78 
Corruption oftheC*/«. accounted for — II. 

166 
Common-people civilized ■« I. 234 

Covid or cwhit — — III. 86 

Councellors ■ ■ ■ ■ '■ ' I. 147 

Coufms how called — ■■■ I. 76 

Cups of the Chinefe -— — — II. 93 
Cup of alliance — — I. in. IV. loi 



Daughters, little fet by — ■■ I. 70 

do not inherit — — — - I. 7 j 
Death how inflidtd — 11. 275. III. 269 
Degrees of the Literati ■■ I. 8 

——of the military people — III. 134 
*— — of honour or advancement •— IV. 155 
DcKcacy about marriage — II. III. 49 
Demons, how far believed « I. 

Divorce, in what cafes allowed — !• 231 
Diviners and foothfayers encouraged I. 100 
Difmount, to falute — I. 16. III. 21 

Drinking 



INDEX. 

Drinking pra£lifed to cxcefs — I- 11$. IL 

94. III. 81 269 

Pogs eaten as a dainty II. 21 1. III. 195 

Drum at the Emperor's gate — II. 259 

at the Mandarines' gate — I. 199 

——ceremonies of ftrildng it ~ IIL gt 



Earth worihipped, &C. — -* IV, 42 

Eating, ceremonies of ■ ' ■*■ II. 192. 21 r 
Eclipfes, fupcrftition on this head IV. 100 
EfFeminacyof theCA/«£/}II.4i.III. 116. 133 

Element^ five ■ III. 190 

Emperor, how honoured I. 36. 236. IV. 90. 

137- 163 
b is orders how rcfpe£led I. 54. ^ pajftm, 
^—— his wives how chofen — — IV. 143 
Epitaphs, Chinefe — II. 10. III. 253 

Eunuchs, their office, &c. — IV. 88. 106 
Examinations of the Literati — I, 8 
^— -of the military officers — — III. 154 
Extortion of the Mandarines II. 165. 23J 



Fables (Chinefe) — III. 20 1. 202. IV. 254 
Famines frequent ■ •- ■ — IIL 227 
Father and mother of the people I. 205. &c. 
—and grandfather of ditto — III. ja;t 
Feet (little) of the Chinefi women — I. 19^ 
*~— bow introduced — «— I. 233 

S 3 Feafting 



I N D E X, 

Fcaftlng (ceremonies of) — — II. 211 
Filial piety cxccffive — — I. 163. 232 
Five, efteemed a perk£k number—- HI. 258 
FO, hishiftoty, &c. —— II. 6 

his religion why prevalent — 11. 291 
Foo or Fou a city — ■ L i 

Foppery, as defcribed by the Chimfe III, 207 
Four parts of the world — - I. 66 

Fruits peculiar to — China IL 32. III. 258 
Funeral ceremonies ' I. 163, II. 265 

Future ftate, how far believed II. 169. 267. &c. 



Gallantry unknown in China and why II. 1 27 
Gazette, Chinefe — — — III. 13 

Generals, for what qualities chofen III. 131 
Genij or fpirits, the notions concerning^ them 
I. 17, 41. IV, 86 
Gin-feng defcribed — — n. 30 
Glafs, what kind made in China II. 209. 292 
Gold, its ufe in China III. 214. IV. 109. 153 
Qovernment in China patriarchal L 205. 233 
—how adminiftered ' II. 275 

Greedinefs of the CA/n^ — III. 214 



Habits of the men in China ■ II. 56 

of the women — I. 188 

« of the feveral degrees — — I, g. 1 1 

r of the Bonzees — - — If. 3 

Han-Un^ 



INDEX. 

Han-Un^ or the imperial college — IIL 75 
Hall pf audience defcribed ■ II. 75 

Heaven ufed for divine providence — • 1. 1^5 

13 tajjm. 
—Sacrifices to ■ I. 156. 1 v. 42 

Hero, defcription of a Chinefe one — L 41 
Heroifmof fomeof the Mandarines 1. 232. Ill* 

141. 206 
Hietiy or town ■ — — H. jjg 

Hing'pUy or tribunal of crimes — III. 127 
Horfes ufed in the Chinefe cities -^ 11. 140 

IIL 272 
Houfes of the Chinefe — II. 65. IV. 227 
—of the Mandarines — I. 2. 125. 235. 



II. 65. 75. i8i 
r/i — III. 



Houfiiold gods of the Chinefe — III. 233 
Hours how computed — — II. 95. 289 
Human flefh ufed in phyfic, &c. — I. 4. 231 
Hu'pu^ or tribunal of the treafury — II. 292 



Idioms {Chinefey curious) — L 23. IL 104. 
150. 172. 218. 256. IIL 37. 80. 144. IV. 

42* 128 

Imagery (Chimfe) L 20. 21^ 24.49. i?^* 19S- 

197. 208. 212. 240 

II. 10. 12. 23. 53. 57. 61. 102. 203 

IIL 38. 45. 63. 99. 169 

IV. 40. 146. ^ pajfm^ 

Indelicate treatment of the Chinefe women 

IL 127. 158. IIL 57 

S 4 Indian 



I N D E X. 

Indian Ink, how made ■ II. 228 

Inns in China ■■ >■ ' I. 6 

JilfisScJofs^lmfaydcknMi •— IV. i8a 

Kneeling to the Mandarines ■ I. 20f 

Ko^tauj or cenfor — -«— - IV. 10 
Xfi^g-pu, or tribunal of works — - II. 292 



Lands how rented in China ■— I. 240 

Lanthorns in China curious II. 27. III. 38 
Lao'tfe^ the worihip paid to him — 11. 7 
Lee or Ly what — — —— I. 15 
Levity, what efteemed futh ^— L 14a 
Li'pu^ or tribunal of Mandarines — 11. 170 
Li'-pu^ or tribunal of rites •— 1. 142. II. 171 
Literati, how examined ■■ ■■■ I. 9 

' * by whom punKhable ■■ " I. 236 

Literature common in China — — ll. 226 
Li'chee, fruit defcribcd ■ ■ 11. 32 

Loaves of gold. (5^^ Shoes of) IV, lOo, 153 
Long-yen^ fruit defcribed . — — It. 32 
Lookin^-glaflcs of the Cbineje — II. 29 1 
Loquacity odious to the Chtnefe — III. 230 
Loyal fubjeil, definition of III. 189. 260 



Maa. S^/ Weights 

Mace, a brazen weapon ■ ■ ■ I. 38. 223 
Mandarine, the mcaningof the worrfll. 183 

Manda* 



INDEX. 

Mandarines, their power — — 11. 186 
«-v— puniihable ■ ■' IV. 157 

T-i — their travelling flate U. 236. IIL 149 
Marriages, early — ' ■ L 3. 231 

•— — the ceremoxiies of — L 107. 110. 

178. IV. loi 
—the ceremonies previous to it — I. 83. 

8o* 96. IV. 70 
—-by whom brought about I. 107. II. 242 
Mathematics, tribunal of <— IV. lOQ 

Meafures •«« •— I. 15. IIL 86. 20 
AfeV'iJi^ fruit — — III. 25- 

Military eftablifliment ' III. 134 

Miffionaries, how drefled in China-^ II. 15 
Modefty of the Chinefi women I. 103. 189 
Monks of Fo ■ ■■ I II. 3 

"• of Ta^-Hi — - — II. 7 

Money. See Sums 

•'^— given to fervants — — I, 238 

Moon, how vulgarly painted — II. 178 
Morality of the Chinefe — I. 129. II. 51 
Mountains cultivated ■ ■ ' III. 214 

Mufic of the Chinefe I. 148. IV. 174. 222 
Mulk-animal defcribed — — III. 215 



Nails worn long — ^ '■■ ■ ■ IL 59 
Naraes^— CA/«(/f — — L 18. 70. 72. &c. 
Nean-'kung^ or writing of eight letters I. 83 
NohiJitjr not hereditary L 236. III. 225. 269 
Nunneries -— r* — "^ IV. 194 

Oath^ 



index; 

Oaths (Chinefe) the form of — — L 15S 
Odes. [See Poetry) — — IV. 216. 221 
Officers of the tribunals ■ IV. m 

Oifter-fliells ufed for glafs ■ IL 75 

Omens, how regarded ■ II. 121 

Order, how reverenced by the Chin. II. 148 



Pagodes^ or Pagodas^ defcribed -— L 220 
Paper of the Chinefe — - IL 227 

Parents behaviour to their children 1. 31. 33 

punifhed for their children — I. 218 

Paftor of the people •— — III. 248 
Pe-kan^ his ftory ■ ■ I. 232 

P^-i/w^ defcribed — - HI, 271 

Pencils ufed in writing — • II. 227 

Petitions, how prefented — . HI 92 
Phyficians (Chinefe) defcribed ^— II. 16 
Ping'pu^ or tribunal of arms — • I. 69 
Plays of the Chinefe defcribed -^ IV. 174 
PLAY, THE ARGUMENT OF ONE 

IV. 17s 
Plough, the ceremony of the — IV. 42 
POETRY, FRAGMENTS OF IV. iqt 

other fpecimcns of -^ IL 36. IV. 
78. 86. 162. 164 

how cftcmcd in China — IL 37. IV, 

214. 22i.i^paJJim. 

Politenefs, what efteemcd fuch — lU. 218 

Populoufncfs of China — IlL 208 

Porcelain manufadturc « ■ ■ II. 203 

Portions 



INDEX. 

Portions not given with daughters •— I. 90 
Pofterity, the defire of in China — I. 58. 

231. III. 262 
Poverty of the Chtnefe — ^ III. 208 

Preceptors, how honoured in China ' II. 230 
Prefents, how made I. 137. 11. 1 1. III. 71 
Pride (the national) of the Chin. — II. 91 • 
288. III. 193. IV. 91 
Priefts. S^e Bonzees 

Princes of the blood — — I. 237 
PROVERBS, A COLLECTION OF 

in. 181 
Provinces (of China) how divided II. 1 28 
Providence how exprefled ■ I. 155. III. 

200. 251. Iv. 42 
Pulfe, the fkill of the CA/«^yJ in the IL 38 
Punifhments — I. 61. 62. II. 188. 275. 
III. 130. IV. 155. 157. &c. 178. 184 



Rake, the chara£ler of a Chinefe — III. 79 

Rebels, feft of III. lOO 

Religion. See Seft 

Republics, the Chinefe have no idea of 

III. 24? 
Reftorativcs — ■ II. 30 

Rhubarb defcribed — — II. 40 

Rivers navigated with difficulty — III. 209 
Robbers, difficult for them to cfcape I. 28 

Hofe-wood — I. 238 

Saints, 




INDEX. 

SalntSy the Chinefe notion of 1. 105, 6. TI. 266 
Salute, different kinds of I. 201. II. 789 79 
Scripture, phrafes rcfembling thofe in IL 10. 
65. 8o. X12. 150. IV. 80. 126. 130. &c« 
Seala of the Mandarines — I. 229. 235 
Se A of the jL;V/r^7/i -— I. 106. 156 

^fFo — I. 105. II. 3 

^ihao'tfi — — If. 7 

jf rebels —— — HI. 100 
Sedan-chairs — — — — I. 150. 169 
Separation of the two fexes — II. 48. 146 
Servants follow their mailers on foot I. 68 
——hired as in Europe — . IV. 177 

■ h ave money given them — L 238 
Shepherds of the people — III. 248 
SAfl^joffilver -— — II. 194. 291 
■ of gold — — — — IV. 109. 15 J 
Shops how decorated ■ III. 271 

Siang'kungy meaning of the term — I. 1 14. 

IL 9 
Six fovereign courts at Pe-king II. 170- 279 
Sleeves ufed for pockets ■ L 2^5 

Slow progrels of the Chlnefi ftudies — IJu 
90. III. 158. IV. 18 
Soldiers in C6;W — — III. 135 
Spirits. Ste Genij^ &c. 

Spirituous liquors much ufed II. 82. III. 270 
Stags-pizzles eaten — — H. 21^ 
Streets, pompous name — HI. 271 

Stoves ufed in China — — — I. 239 

Suicide 



INDEX. 

Suicide common in China * II. 1^6 

d — I. 14. 38. II. 
290. 291. IV. 109. 
lie Chinefe — — 
117. 158. II. 66. 88. 15a 



Sums how computed — I. 14. 38. II. I3I« 

290. 291. IV. 109. 153 

Swearing, ufed by the Chinefe — — L 



Tables of the Cfe/WyJ — — II. 76 

Tah-le-fu^ the tribunal of III. I28 

Tael^ or ounce. See Weights 

Tales (Chinefe) 1. 228. III. 14I. 

158. 196. 204. 2 1 6. 221. 243. 25a 

Tao'tfej the feft of II. 7> loi 

Tao-yey governor of two or three cities — U. 

172 
Tartary^ the place of banifhment — II. 246 

Tea, how drunk - 1. 209 

—how cultivated — — II. 133. 290 
Tea-fhops — — IV. 176 

Temples defcribed — I. 220. IV. 42 
7/^A-(/i, or billet of compliments — 1.88* 

*3S- »37- I^I- 61 
Tiger, almoft the only beau of prey I. 47 
—ufed in imagery — I. 39. 47. II. 10. 
2ti. 34. 53. III. 47. 85. 105. 131 
Time, how computed — II. 95. 289 
Titles explained — I. 114. II. 281. &c* 
——conferred after death — — n. 265 
To-fangy or whirlwind — — III. 63 
Tong-cbing-fu .— ~ -^ I. 36. III. 20 

Topersj 



I N D E Xi 

Topers, the Chinefe greatly fuch III. 8r. 269 
Torture how infli&ed on men — — I. 216 
how inflifted on women — II. 67. 174 
Touch-ftones of the heart IL 146. III. 244 
Travelling defpifed in CA/W ■ 11. 01 

Travelling ftatc of the Mandarines — II. 

236. III. 149 
Tribunals. Sa Six fovereign courts 

Tribunal of three — Hi. 127 

—ceremonies of approaching one III. 92 



Verfe of the Chinefe defcribed IV. 20 J. Sec- 
Virtue, how celebrated — II. 103. III. 189 

Vifits frequent — I. 61. &c. 

Vifiting ceremonies — II. 78. III. 61 
Vifitor, his office — II. 220. 275 



Wall, the great — IIF. 143 

War, how conduced by tk^Chinefe III. 1 16 

Water-clocks ■ II. 289 

Watches of the night — — — . IV. 250 
Week i of fevcn days obfervcd — • II. 290 
Weights — V. 14. 38. II. 131. III. 232 

White the mourning colour 1-163 

Whirl-winds on the coafts of China III. 63 
Widows, wha; required of thcni — III. 188 

Willow- 



INDEX. 

Willow-tree, its elogium IV. 211 

Wine, of what made in China — 11. 82 

h ow drank, &c. — II. 83. III. 269 

Wives of the Chimji — L 25. IV. 62. 195 
Women, rcfervcd and immured 1. 104. 237. 

240. II. 48 
l ittle cfteemed — L 70. II. 10. 127- 

III. 259 

h ave peculiar titles of honour — IV. 

%53. 196 
Woods, fweet ditto — — I- 238 



Year, how computed in China — II. 289 
Yellow, the imperial colour — I. 54 
Yellow-river — ^ — IL 214 



F I N I S, 



